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Chairman Report for 2014-15 Season

It always seems that the deadline for the completion

of the Top Spin Attack Chairman Report comes round
far too fast, and with it marks the end of the Chalfont
and District Season. As | write this, most of the League
matches are now complete, the winners are known,
and just the Fairbank Final awaits. Sadly | was unable to
attend the final this year; | do hope the support for this
end of season finale is as strong as last season.

One of my themes from the last Chairman’s report concerned
enthusiasm for the game, and the spirit of the game...and it’s
been fantastic to see the commitment, passion, competitiveness
but most of all enjoyment that so many have obtained from our
Chalfonts and District league.We have seen once again a great
influx of talent from the younger generation making their impact
on both of the League Divisions, and wider afield in the country,
more of the latter later. Our thanks go to Richard Cottle and
his band of helpers for developing this younger pool of talent.

It certainly keeps the more experienced and seasoned “older”
table tennis generation on their toes!

Before | forget can | express my gratitude to the Committee
once again for providing such excellent support to both me, and
in the running of the League and the associated Competitions
we have all enjoyed. In today’s busy world it is hugely gratifying
that this Committee can provide so much of their free time for
the benefit of so many.| hope you have all once again enjoyed
playing this season.

As always in my report | like to call out specific achievements
that should be celebrated, and for those that have supported
those achievements:

» The continued success of the Closed Championships with
one of the largest and strongest entries for many years,
ensured nine hours of continuous play, with some brilliant
table tennis on display. Given the added complication of a
change in venue from Dr Challoners School to The Harefield
Academy, huge credit must go to Brenda and David for their
preparation and management of the day.

» To Denham Village A and Chiltern team players who once
again fought toe to toe to battle for League Championship
One winner status.A great standard you continue to set.

» To those younger players in Division Two who played for
the first time in the League — well done to you all — we
hope you enjoyed the experience and look forward to your
participation next year!

» As mentioned above, many of our younger players made
impacts outside of our League.To Gemma, Ben,
Danny, Mitchell, Gaurav — congratulations
in your achievements this year in
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competitions or National School events. Many of these
competitions are ongoing as this Chairman’s Report is
written, and we all wish you every success in what lies ahead.

» To Division Two Champions Denham Village D for their
consistent performance, but also to the new Team from
Hillingdon under Steve Keyes leadership which achieved such
a creditable 2nd place.

To all the Team Captains, and players, | sincerely hope you
enjoyed playing in the League — thank you for your organisational
and support.

As always, we receive a huge amount of Press coverage every
week in the sports section of the Bucks Examiner, which

gives the League both status, visibility and much satisfaction

to the readers. | know many of you turn to the write up and
commentary every week! However, this once again requires time
and effort to deliver and therefore my thanks to David and Hazel
for their weekly diligence in creating these reports and ensuring
their publication.

The Season once again started with discussions on the two
versus three Divisional structure, given the exit of a couple
of teams from last season, and we will again talk through this
position in the Summer, depending on how many new teams
join us.As always your thoughts channelled through the
Team Captains into the Committee are welcome so we can
reflect on players views. | firmly believe we
made the right decision this year with the
structure, although recognise did mean a
range of ability in both Divisions.

So, where does this leave the League?

| really believe we remain in a strong
position with a great Table Tennis playing
community, great Committee and a
bright future ahead.We must
continue to push forward

in the development of our
League and our members, and
attract new players and teams
in — that objective will require
us all to take part and help out
where we can.

Enjoy the rest of Top Spin
Attack — | hope to see you all at
the Annual General Meeting and wish
you all a great Summer.

Mitchell Jones
. Winner of the Grand Slam!
Bob Baines f
. (See page 5)
Chairman




Fairbank Cup 2014-15

Round 1 Quarter Finals
Rickmansworth D 0=5  Chalfont C (wlo) Rickmansworth A............... |

Denham Village H............... 5
Rickmansworth C 3=5 Denham Village | . mme

Semi Finals

Hillingdon I=5 Denham Village C Chiltern ......oeeeeeeeeveeeeeenee | Denham Village H .............. |

Denham Village F................ 5 Denham Village F................ 5
Round 2
Denham Village ] 3=5  Denham Village H Chalfont B ..o 5 Chalfont B ....ccoeeerere 2
Chalfont B 5=0 Rickmansworth B (w/o) Chalfont C....oeeveveeeeeeeeee. 3 Denham Village B............... 5
Chalfont C 5=3 Denham Village E
Denham Village G 2-5 Denham Village F DERN128¢ B . 5

Denham Village D............... 3
Denham Village D 5-1 Denham Village A
Ickenham URC 3 =5 Chiltern Final
Denham Village C 3=5 Denham Village B Denham Village F ............. I Champions
ChalfontA 3=5 Rickmansworth A Denham Village B.......cc..... 5 Denham Village B

Closed Championships 2014-15

Men’s Singles
Winner: Mitchell Jones
Runner Up: Danny Lewis

Lady’s Singles
Winner: Jemma Walker

Junior Doubles
Winner: B. N-Smith/M.Jones
Runner Up:L. Clark/G. Aravind

Mixed Doubles
Winner: D. Lewis/G. Cooper

E—

Runner Up: Sue Merican —
Junior Boys Runner Up: Ben Naylor-Smith

Runner Up: S.Thacker/]. Walker

Restricted Singles
Winner: Gaurav Aravind
Runner Up: Lee Clark

Veteran’s Singles
Winner: Mark Croucher
Runner Up: Richard Cottle

Veteran’s Singles: Mark Croucher Junior Girls Runner Up : Carys Evans

Mens’s Doubles
Winner: M. Jones/D. Lewis
Runner Up: G. Aravind/L. Clark

Men’s Singles: Mitchell Jones

Under 15’s
Winner: Gaurav Aravind
Runner Up: Ben Naylor-Smith

Men’s Doubles: M. Jones/D. Lewis

Junior Doubles: B. Naylor-Smith/M. Jones

Junior Boys
Winner: Mitchell Jones
Runner Up: Ben Naylor-Smith

Junior Girls
Winner: Jemma Walker
Runner Up: Carys Evans

Lady’s Singles: Jemma Walker Under|5’s Singles: Gaurav Aravind Mixed Doubles: D. Lewis/Georgina Cooper



Match Secretary’s Report

I make no apologies for endorsing the many credits
which will be mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter,
for without them we will not have negotiated another
successful season. | am particularly indebted to Brenda
without whose massive support there would have been
no closed championships, to Richard for his assistance in
preparing the Fairbank Cup handicaps and his invaluable
contribution to the championships and, of course, his
‘recruitment’ of so many future junior stars, and to
Nigel for his administrative skills and forbearance with
the ETTA. My personal thanks also go to Steve Keyes
for Hillingdon’s splendid inaugural season, to Keith
Holland for keeping his Ickenham team alive despite the
odds, and to Chris Lee for organising a hugely successful
Chalfont handicap tournament and procuring a super
new venue for the league in the CSP Parish Church hall.
Our very best wishes go to Andrew Taylor and Norman
Dennis who have been very poorly...get well soon guys
and see you back in action before long.

The League

After a second year of running a 2-divisional league structure,
my view against this format has been reinforced for two main
reasons, (a) there is a huge gap between the top 2 or 3 teams
and the remaining teams in each division, and (b) more than
half the teams in the second division belong to Denham Village,
which is very lopsided. A more even spread would be ensured if
we reverted to 3 divisions. | am strongly supported in this view.

For the third year in succession we had |9 teams in total,

albeit 8 fewer players than last year.We are fortunate to have
experienced a wealth of talented juniors, 3 of whom played for
the Village A team and managed to wrest the title from last year’s
champions Chiltern.The second division champions Village D
should have competed in the first division, easy with hindsight, as
they romped home || points ahead of newcomers Hillingdon.

Many positive reports abound, from closely fought exciting
matches to the raw talent of our juniors. However, one
alarming statistic was that there were no less than 9 conceded
matches, and this situation is unacceptable and must not

be allowed to continue.

Fairbank Cup

With the same number of teams as last year, 18 matches

were again scheduled to be played, but unfortunately 2 of these
were walkovers. None of the matches went to 9 sets but eight
of them produced 5-3 results, all of them in the early rounds.

The Denham Village F team, David Cottle, Shaun Bausor and
Carys Evans, had a comfortable 5-1 win against the Village H
junior girls in one semifinal, whilst the Denham Village B team
of Gerry Hawkins, Nigel and Ben Naylor-Smith, had a harder
match against Chalfont B in the other semifinal, 4 sets going
to 3 games apiece in their 5-2 result.

The final was played at the new venue of CSP Parish Church hall.
Village F fielded the same team as in the semis whereas Village B
changed theirs to Steve Brown, Simon Barnes and Ben Naylor-
Smith. The final score of 5-1 to the B team did not reflect the
closeness of the match as 3 sets went to the final game.

To round up, the most salient feature of this year’s league was
the quite awesome talent of our juniors who seem to get
stronger year on year and are now dominating play in league
matches as well as the championships. Apart from Danny Lewis,
Ben Naylor-Smith, Shae Thakker and Jemma Walker, we were
fortunate to welcome 2 newcomers in Mitchell Jones and Gaurav
Aravind, both of whom were the only players to record 100%
averages. Long may the trend continue.

David Stephan

Match Secretary

Fairbank Cup Champions - Denham Village B
Left to Right: Ben Naylor-Smith, Steve Brown, Simon Barnes

Fairbank Cup Runners Up - Denham Village F
Left to Right: David Cottle, Carys Evans, Shaun Bausor



General Secretary’s Report

Another season over and hopefully every League and
Club member has enjoyed both the serious competition,
and the fun and excitement of simply playing this great
game. As always our thanks go to all the players, team
captains, parents, Club helpers and administrators,
Committee members, and finally Club Secretaries for
making this another successful year. It goes without saying
that without your help the League would not function in
its current form.

As discussed in the Chairman’s Report there is a large amount
to be pleased with when reflecting back over the months.

The continued strength of the League, the development and
number of junior players, the addition of new teams, the strength
of competition, and the popularity of the Closed Championship
and Fairbank Competitions has shown we have a League to be
justly proud of.

As to the activities of the Committee over the period, we
have discussed, debated and reported back on a significant
range of topics, issues and events, ranging from Divisional
Structures, changes and impact from revision in the ETTA
structure, financial status, League operation, rule changes,
player and league development, and competition planning and
execution. Our monthly meetings have seen us meet together
and been hosted at either our Chairman or Match Secretary’s
venues with, | have to say, excellent refreshment (!), and so many
thanks to Bob and David for this hospitality. The outcomes and
decisions taken from the AGM held on the 19th May last year
were incorporated in to the League Rules, or the operational
management of the League.

Last year | commented that the Closed Championships were
one of the best in the last few years, both from the standard

of play and the smooth organisation and operation, however

| think this may even have been surpassed this year through

the combination of choice of venue, sheer volume and diversity
of entries and quality of table tennis being played. Again, thanks
to all the members of the Committee and League who ran the
event, and for those that stayed at the end of a long day to return
The Harefield Academy hall to its normal state.

Quite striking this year was the impact our younger players had
on both competitions (Closed Championship and Fairbank Cup),
and therefore it’s fitting to pause and appreciate the efforts that
three of our Clubs especially - the Denham Village Club, under the
stewardship of Richard Cottle, Hillingdon under Olu Phillips, and
Chiltern Club, under Mike Atkinson - have done to encourage a
really healthy number of young people to play and enjoy the sport.

As mentioned last year, the performance and enjoyment of our
League is only guaranteed by the generosity of those individuals

who run the Clubs and teams, organise venues / tournaments, set
up and clear away, and help to run / administer all the numerous
activities behind the scenes — our thanks to you all who continue
to make this happen. No matter how small your contribution
please continue to offer your support to your Clubs and the
Committee — we all need to play our part.

Finally — as we plan for the AGM (Annual General Meeting) on
May 18th and then turn our attention to the new season ahead,
the Committee will continue to challenge itself on how the
Chalfont and District League can be moved forward, benefiting
the players, Clubs and communities from which we come and in
which we play.Your thoughts, suggestions, and ideas are, as always,
very welcome.

Wishing you an enjoyable Summer break, and see you all at the
start of the new season!

Nigel Naylor-Smith

General Secretary

Below:
Men’s singles winner Mitchell Jones and Runner-up Danny Lewis proudly accepting their trophies
from Stefan Kanig.




Closed Championships 2014-2015

This year’s championships were held on Sunday Ist
March at a new venue, the Harefield Academy. Despite
the organising committee’s fears that the space might
be a little tight to accommodate 5 tables, this fear was
groundless as the tournament seemed to be very well
received.The number of entries, 40, was one of the
largest in recent years, and required 101 matches to be
scheduled.The 10 events followed the same successful
format as last year, commencing with the Under 15,
and Junior Boys and Girls events, and concluding with
the Men’s Singles Final at 6 pm.The committee would
like to thank all the umpires and assistants for their
invaluable support.

Gaurav Aravind
Winner of the Under| 5s and Restricted titles
and runner up in Junior Boys & Mens Doubles

Once again, there were some spectacular matches to be seen,and
the standard of our junior players was quite awesome. Indeed,

the tournament appears to be totally dominated by the juniors
nowadays, as they triumphed in every event bar of-course the Vets
Singles.As always, it is very hard to select the memorable matches
as there were so many. Particularly memorable however was the
Under 15 final between Ben Naylor-Smith and Gaurav Aravind,
which Gaurav managed to close out |13-11 in the fifth, having saved
two match points. Ben’s win against Danny Lewis, |5-13 in the fifth
of the Junior Singles semi-final was equally exciting if a little against
the odds, as was Mitchell Jones’ 5 set win against Ben in the final.

Two matches worthy of mention in the earlier rounds of the Vets
Singles were Gerry Hawkins’ narrow [3-11 fifth set win against
Nigel Naylor-Smith in the first round, and Bassam Mocharrafie’s
close match against Ron Bryant which Bass clinched at | 1-8 in the
fifth. In the Men’s Doubles, Gaurav and Lee Clark surprisingly put
out the experienced Mark Croucher and Chris Haines in 5 sets in
the quarterfinals, proceeded to beat Gerry and Roland Stanbridge
from 2 sets down in the semis, and then took a set off Mitchell

Gemma Walker
and Danny in the final. Winner of the Ladies and Junior Girls titles
and runner up in Mixed Doubles

In the Men’s Singles, Bassam took revenge by beating the third
seed, Mark, in 4 sets in the first round, having lost to him in 4 sets
in the Vets Singles semis. However he lost to Gaurav in the fifth
set of a roller coaster match in the quarter-finals who in turn had
to give second best to Danny Lewis in five exciting sets in the
semi-final. The final of the Men’s Singles final between Mitchell and
Danny was quite breathtaking, both players trading banana shots 3
meters away from the table. Mitchell clinched it.

Many juniors were in contention for our star of the championships
nomination, including Gaurav Aravind who won Under 15’s and
Restricted events and was runner-up in the Men’s Doubles and
Junior Doubles, Jemma Walker who won the Ladies Singles and
Junior Girls Singles events and was a finalist in the Mixed Doubles,
Danny Lewis who was co-winner of the Mens Doubles and Mixed
Doubles and runner-up in the Mens Singles final,and Ben Naylor-
Smith who was co-winner of the Junior Doubles and a runner up
in the Under 15s and Junior Boys Singles. This year’s star of the
tournament however has got to be MITCHELL JONES who
won all the events he entered, Men’s Singles, Men’s Doubles,
Junior Singles and Junior Doubles.

Mitchell Jones
Winner of the Men’s and Junior Singles titles
and Men’s and Junior Doubles titles

David Stephan
Match Secretary



Development Officer Report. Season 2014/15

Another season goes by and having talked to some
league players and officials they agree it has been another

enjoyable and successful one.

Again it has been most exciting to see the high standard of TT
played through the season and while | congratulate the trophy
winners and top players, | would also like to say well done to you
players who turn out faithfully each week only to end up resting
toward the lower end of the averages, your enthusiasm and
support is vital to the league and your participation is as valuable

as the top player’s, so keep up the good work!

I'm delighted to announce we will be welcoming a new club,
St. Joseph’s into the league, I'm planning an open evening at the
church hall where their prospective league players will get a
demo and tips from our league champions, | hope this may also

encourage interested players to come along and get involved.

| have been working on the return of our Junior League, which
has been a great success in past years, and am hoping this will
be ready to take off in the new season. | have many keen juniors
at Denham village plus we now have more young players joining
the Ricky Club thanks to the efforts there, plus juniors from
Hillingdon and the CSP Middle school, which is still a very keen
TT centre. (...’'m hoping you nice folks at the ChalfontTT club
may have some young players also ?!) | currently have a waiting
list at Denham such is the interest in junior TT, but as always the
tricky part is finding the man power and hours to accommodate

them all.

Junior and youth players continue to play a big part in the senior
league with around 10 players in the first division and up to 20 in
the second. Of course the youngsters made a big splash at the
recent championships,and 3 of the 6 Fairbank Cup finalists were
young players. | hope you agree that it’s great to see these players
compete in our local league and follow their progress. In the
England junior rankings we see Mitchell Jones at |3, Danny Lewis
at 35. Ben Naylor, Jemma Walker and Shae Thakker are in the TOP
30 in their age groups and Carys Evans breaking through into the
top hundred,

Every year | make an effort to bring in some new young players

into the senior league to get a feel for competitive play, and little

Sonny Dalston was delighted when he recently won his first league

match at just 9 years old!

We have been building on a good alliance with Harefield Academy
and we are pleased that one of our friendly faces there Nicholas
Li, not only passed his coaching badge but picked up a coach of
the year award too ! He has now started a new club venture at
the Academy and | also hope to welcome them into the league

next season.

Another most exciting venture has got to be the development

of the Hillingdon TT Club and | congratulate Steve and all his
helpers there for the superb work they have been doing, We look
forward to seeing more Hillingdon teams in the senior league next

season as well as joining our new Junior league.

I'd like to say a huge thank you to Brenda Cranfield-Thompson,
she is stepping down to pursue other ventures after committing
years to local TT, Brenda has been a tremendous help, both at
the Denham Village club and on the League committee, she’ll be

greatly missed.

Finally, appreciation and thanks are also due to the Chairman and
my fellow committee members for their efforts, especially David
Stephan who works tirelessly behind the scenes to keep the

league ship afloat.

Richard Cottle

Development Officer




Treasurer’s Report

Analysis of Income and Expenditure

2014-15 2013-14
Item Income Expenditure Balance Income Expenditure Balance
Senior League
Team & Player Subscriptions 678.16 676.16
BCTTA Affiliation Fees 126.16 126.16
Trophies & Engraving 255.99 224.55
Scorecards & Stamps 180.44 45.79
Hire of Hall for Play-Offs (provision) 50.00 50.00
Hire of Hall - Committee Meeting 20.00
Hire of Hall Cippenham - Coaching Event 65.57 161.00 48.66
Junior & Senior Closed Championships
Entry Fees 472.50 270.00
Sponsorship 100.00
Trophies & Engraving 411.28 369.52
Hire of hall - Championships (Provision) 216.00 225.00
Expenses 50.50 -205.28 57.00 -281.52
League Handbook & Rules Sheet
Advertising 200.00 250.00
Printing & Distribution 145.81 54.19 145.81 104.19
Fairbank Cup
Trophies & Engraving 44.02 27.98
Hire of hall 45.00 -89.02 30.00 -57.98
Newsletter
Sponsorship 100.00 50.00
Printing & Distribution (provision) 30.00 70.00 30.00 20.00
AGM
Hire of Hall (provision) 50.00 30.00
Refreshments (provision) 90.00 -140.00 80.00 -110.00
Other
Internet Site Hosting Fee 50.00 -50.00 50.00 -50.00
Total 1,450.66 1,745.20 -294.54 1,346.16 1,672.81 -326.65

Cash Statement Year 2014/2015
Represented by

Opening balance 1,940.24 Cash at Bank 1,903.44
Correction of provision made in |13-14 statement 37.74 Sundry Provision  -220.00
2014-15 Income 1,450.66 Sundry Creditors

2014-15 Expenditure -1,745.20

Total 1,683.44 Total 1,683.44

Stefan Konig Treasurer




Final League Tables 2014-15

Denham Village A
Chiltern

Denham Village B
Denham Village C
Chalfont A
Rickmansworth A
Rickmansworth B
Chalfont B
Chalfont C
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Final League Averages 2014-15

Name

Mitchell Jones
Danny Lewis

Mark Croucher
Lawrence Chamberlain
Mike Atkinson

Sam Nolan

Cedric Felder

Mark Scholfield
Ben Naylor-Smith
Nick Lee

Rhys Thoroughgood
Kevin Williams
Richard Cottle
Russell Davies
Andy Misseldine
Chris Haines
Roland Stanbridge
Bassam Mocharrafie
Shae Thakker
Simon Barnes
Steve Brown
Shashin Shah

Vigen Behroozi
James Whitfield
Timur Hashimi
Nigel Naylor-Smith
lan Hopkinson
Gerry Hawkins
Dave Hales

Ron Bryant

Dave Sims

Chris Lee

Steve Whilehurst

Team

Denham Village A
Denham Village A
Chiltern

Chiltern

Chiltern

Chiltern
Rickmansworth B
Chalfont A
Denham Village B
Chalfont A
Denham Village A
Rickmansworth A
Denham Village C
Rickmansworth A
Chiltern

Chiltern

Denham Village C
Chalfont B
Denham Village C
Denham Village B
Denham Village B
Rickmansworth A
Rickmansworth B
Denham Village C
Denham Village C
Denham Village B
Chalfont A
Denham Village B
Chalfont B
Chalfont B
Rickmansworth B
Chalfont A
Chalfont A
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33
10
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100.00
97.44
97.06
90.91
88.24
87.50
83.33
71.78
76.92
75.00
73.17
71.88
69.23
66.67
66.67
65.38
62.50
60.00
59.26
57.69
57.14
51.22
50.00
50.00
50.00
4737
45.45
44.44
41.67
39.13
36.59
32.14
30.00

Name

Bob Laker
Mardik Babaian
David Morgan
Jemma Walker
David Stephan
Frank Cowley
Barry Ferguson
Jackie Leigh
Hazel Williamson
Abe Jacobs

Name

Gaurav Aravind
Lee Clark

James Johnson
Steve Keyes
Max Pennington
Scott Thompson
George Reidy
Susan Merican
Ali Tanberk
Mick Lowens
Daniel Toppin
David Cottle
Bradley Kennedy
Cefyn Jones
Harry Wilcox
Howard Atkins
Andrew Grassick
Ollie Kimmins
Joe Griffiths
Mitchell Pidgeon
Kwan Kin Tang
Shaun Bausor
Nicholas Currey
Bill Honour
Tomini Phillips
Carys Evans
Rosalind Lane
Marc Robinson
Fanny Speck
Bob Baines
Rory Smith
Norman Dennis
Georgina Cooper
Farrukh Subhani
Keith Holland
Vincent Gaches
Derek Hughes
Michael Job

Ray Sippitt

Matt Condon
Rachel Stones
Sonny Dalston
Tom Currie

Josh Scott

Matt Vincent-Edwards
Liam Rogers
Mick Corrie
Tyrone Skinner
John Miller

Team

Rickmansworth B
Rickmansworth B
Chalfont C
Denham Village C
Rickmansworth B
Chalfont C
Chalfont B
Chalfont C
Chalfont B
Chalfont C

Team

Denham Village D
Denham Village ]
Denham Village D
Hillingdon
Denham Village E
Denham Village D
Hillingdon
Hillingdon
Hillingdon
Denham Village D
Hillingdon
Denham Village F
Denham Village ]
Rickmansworth C
Denham Village E
Rickmansworth C
Rickmansworth C
Denham Village E
Denham Village G
Denham Village H
Hillingdon
Denham Village F
Rickmansworth C
Ickenham URC
Hillingdon
Denham Village F
Denham Village H
Rickmansworth D
Denham Village G
Denham Village E
Rickmansworth C
Ickenham URC
Denham Village H
Rickmansworth D
Ickenham URC
Denham Village G
Ickenham URC
Denham Village ]
Ickenham URC
Denham Village G
Denham Village H
Denham Village ]
Rickmansworth D
Denham Village ]
Rickmansworth D
Rickmansworth D
Rickmansworth D
Denham Village |
Ickenham URC
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Avg%
27.27
2.73
16.67
15.38
15.38
13.21
10.71

9.09
8.33
0.00

Avg%
100.00
96.15
91.18
85.71
84.21
84.09
84.00
83.33
81.25
80.43
71.78
74.51
70.00
66.67
66.67
64.10
6111
60.00
55.56
55.56
55.56
51.92
5111
50.00
50.00
49.12
48.15
46.15
45.45
45.24
44.44
40.00
39.02
33.33
33.33
29.63
28.13
20.51
20.00
17.65
9.52
9.09
8.33
7.69
6.67
6.06
5.56
3.70
0.00



