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Chairman’s Message 

 

As another winter season kicks off, I just wanted to share a couple of things with you all. 
Firstly, I would like to extend my thanks to those who made the Presentation Evening possible. Pat 
Thorley, Paul Cates and Tim Giles all put a huge amount of effort in to make the event run smoothly 
on the day, and Peter Clarke helped out with the administration too, so it was an awesome team 
effort. Personally, I enjoyed the evening very much – and hope you all did too. It’s great to get 
together to celebrate our successes and have a natter. 
 
We are only at the beginning of the Winter League, but the Doubles League has been running a little 
longer – long enough for a couple of outliers to be positioning themselves at the top of the table. 
“Above Par” and “Double Trouble” are looking like the teams to beat. My thanks to Neil Hedges for 
putting this together for us once again. 
 

That’s all for now, have a great season! 

 

Alex Rorke 

(Chairman, IWCTTA) 

 

 

News 

Coaching    by Rob Smith (Coaching Officer) 

I was appointed Coaching Officer for the IOWTTA at the AGM in August and I look forward to 
working with the team of coaches and helpers on the island. 

I want to thank Glenn Morley for all the work he has done over the last few years and wish him well 
for the future. Together with Elaine Mills, Mike Prior, Martin Johnstone, Ricky Lock and their helpers 
they have laid a solid foundation for me to begin with. 

Saturday coaching for Juniors began again on Saturday 7th September starting at 10am until noon. 
Additional sessions on Monday and Thursday evenings may follow later in the year. 
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New for 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Presentation Evening 

 

The Annual Presentation Evening was held on Friday 13 September at Ryde Castle and it was an 
excellent evening with nearly 80 members, family and friends in attendance. 
 
                           Ryan - Star of the Show! 

 
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The happy trophy winners 



 

      

     Steve and Pat – Men’s and Women’s Champions 

          

 

 
 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                  Ryan and Peter - Hard Bat 

                 Doubles Champions 

Jye and Thane – Cadet  
Winner and Runner up          

     
          

           

 

 

 

 
           Ryan and Joe won Division One Extra  
              and the Handicapped Doubles 
                
             Ryan, Paul and Graham - 
             Ryde C - League Champions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Guidance for the Winter League 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daytime Doubles League   (details correct at time of going to press) 

 

The Daytime Doubles league has been under way for five weeks now, with Above Par leading the 
table, Double Trouble second and the TeeBees in third place.  
     

     

 
         Peter, Robert and Alan of Above Par 

 

      

 
               Bryce, Bev and Tim of the Tee Bees 

 

 

 

 

 



Winter League    (details correct at time of going to press) 

 
With the Winter League still in the very early stages, there have been some interesting 
developments already.  
 

Division One 

Early indications are that Ryde teams will dominate Division One again, but who will come out on 
top this year?   
 
Ryde C may be favourites to win the Championship again, with Joe now joining Ryan and Paul, but 
Graham has moved to Ryde Rankers to team up with Hugh and Lewis, and they will also be strong 
contenders to take the title. Ryde A and B could also both be in with a chance, so it looks an exciting 
Division One this season. 
 
 
 

 
      

 

 
        

 

 

 

 
                                         

         

           Paul, Ryan and Joe - Ryde C                                                                         Graham, Lewis and Hugh – Ryde Rankers 

 

 

Division Two 

Ryde Revellers have had an excellent start to the season and lead the table over Ryde Detonators.  

The Revellers have now been joined by Spike, and they look hard to beat.  

 

However, there are a few other teams who could make a bid for the top spot, including Havenstreet 

B and Vics C, who have both had good starts. 

 

 

 
 

     

 
              The Reveller’s Guarav and Spike  

      look to be top performing Division Two  

                        players this season 

 

 



Division Three 

We are delighted to have a new club join the league in Division Three, the Wroxall Warriors, and we 

wish them well in their first season.  Early indications are that they will be a hard team to beat, 

having lost only 6-4 in their first match, to St Lawrence Lizards who are top of the table.  

 
At present St Lawrence and Ryde Retailers look particularly strong, whilst Ryde Frogs have some new 
players and are a much improved team. 
 

 

 
       Robin and Steve have joined Ryde Frogs  

       and strengthened the team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around the Island 

 

St. Lawrence Table Tennis club by Andy Francis 

The club is based at the historic Village Hall with views of the sea, we have two 
tables and we meet every Tuesday and Friday [2.00-4.00pm] at St Lawrence Village Hall at the 
junction of Undercliff Drive and Seven Sisters Road. On Road Parking is available on Undercliff Drive. 
 
We have a varied selection of ages and abilities amongst our members and welcome newcomers or 
returning players on either a pay as you play or membership basis. We play mostly doubles, with 
some singles play and practise, but nobody takes anything too seriously and we all have a lot of fun. 
Some of our members also play competitively in the IWTTA Summer and Winter Leagues for various 
teams, but St Lawrence is all about recreational play and enjoyment. 
 
The Village Hall has recently refurbished their kitchen and we have Tea and Biscuits and occasionally 
cake!! 
 
If you are looking for a new activity or are a seasoned player we look forward to welcoming you. 
 

 

Wroxall Table Tennis Club 

We are very pleased to welcome a team from Wroxall Table Tennis Club for the first time in many 
years. Wroxall were once one of the biggest clubs on the Island and were very successful. Good luck 
to Andrew, Mark, David, Kevin and Jon of the Warriors who are playing in the Third Division this 
season. 



Wroxall have also started a new Parkinson’s Table Tennis and Social Group which is held on the 
third Wednesday of every month between 2pm and 4pm at Stenbury Hall, Station Road, Wroxall 
PO38 3DP.  This sounds a wonderful initiative!  Find out more by emailing info@stenburyhall.org.uk 
 
Shanklin Table Tennis Club 
A Table Tennis Group is held at Shanklin Voluntary Youth and Community Centre in Victoria Avenue, 
Shanklin and they are looking for members for their Tuesday morning sessions which run between 
10.30 am and 12.30pm and Tuesday evening sessions which run between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. Cost 
is £3 per session including refreshments.  Call 07792 174941 for more information.  
 

 

Memories 

 

Barry from Vics found an old newspaper cutting showing the last time someone won nine trophies  
in a season before Ryan, and it was Anna when she was fifteen, in 2014!  This piece in the County 

Press lists all the trophy winners that year, plus has some great photos too. 
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Isle of Wight Table Tennis Clothing 

 

Visit Big Wight at Clubs - IW Table Tennis - BigWight  to see the full selection of IW table tennis 
clothing.  They are excellent quality at good prices and look great too! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bigwight.com/iw-table-tennis/


Archive 

 
We have reached 1996 in our look back at Isle of Wight news in the ETTA Table Tennis News 
magazines, and this year contained much of interest for Islanders. 
 
In the February issue, we were told that the Island was doing well in the Hampshire Cadet League, but John 
Prean did not have his usual column printed in the magazine so there was no more information given, but in 
the March issue the usual column was back.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the April issue it was reported that the Isle of Wight had won the Hampshire Junior Division One title, 
with the squad including Danny Burns: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In the June issue there was much to report and John Prean was annoyed a couple of his columns had not 
been printed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The September issue reported that the Carl Prean Centre had opened in August and was proving a success 
already: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And finally...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the August issue, John Prean focused on our top Junior players, including Danny Burns: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The November issue included more news on our young Island players: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And finally... 
 
I bet you didn’t know this but an Islander is credited with changing the game of table tennis forever! 
 
James Gibb from St Lawrence introduced the celluloid ball into the game in 1901 after visiting the 
USA where he came across the balls and realised their potential. Before this table tennis balls were 
made of solid rubber or cork, often covered in material, and the game was known as Wiff-Waff.  
After the introduction of the new ball the pace of the game changed and the name Ping Pong was 
registered. 
 
 James Gibb from St Lawrence who introduced 
 these balls to the game which led to the sport we    
 know and love today!  
         

          

         St Lawrence Village Hall – home  
         to the local table tennis club  

 
 
 
          
                     
                                

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for reading.  The next newsletter will be in January 2025.  My special thanks go to Peter 
Clarke who provides a wealth of information, photos and posters for the newsletter. All 
contributions are very much appreciated so do please send any suggestions, articles or photos to: 
debbiey1960@outlook.com  

mailto:debbiey1960@outlook.com

