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Chairman’s Message 

Firstly, as another season ends, I would like to congratulate the divisional winners: Ryde C, Vics C and 

Vics D – all of whom had comfortable leads over their nearest rivals. Ryde C’s season got even 

better, as they also managed to win the Knowles Cup, beating Shanklin in the final. It’s pretty 

impressive these days for any team to so consistently turn out just three players (Ryde C only used 

one reserve in the whole season), so a fine testament to the dedication of Paul, Ryan and Graham.  

Finals Night will once again show-piece our tournaments’ climaxes, with a handful of semi-finals 

thrown in to, so please come along to support the players on Wednesday, 1st May. 

As you have probably already heard, we are once again hosting a charity tournament in the summer, 

in aid of the Mountbatten Hospice. I have sent out details in separate communications, but if anyone 

needs further information, please email me. We are always looking for volunteers on the day, so 

please come on down and support the event. I can promise some top-class table tennis, if last year’s 

event is anything to go by! 

We also have the Summer League to look forward to, which starts the week after Finals Night. Don’t 

forget to get your entries in to Rob – but if you can’t commit to every week, let him know you’re 

interested in reserving.  

Also, further out in the year (although we know it will come round quickly) is the Presentation 

Evening – put the 13th September in your diaries. Tim Giles will be dropping out some details nearer 

the time, but we will be back at the Ryde Castle for trophies, food and a catch-up. 

Have a great summer, 

Alex Rorke  

(Chairman, IWCTTA) 
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Super Vets Handicapped Singles 

This was a great event, with twenty-one entrants and a fun and competitive atmosphere throughout 

the evening. IWTTA President 92 year old Bert Paice reached the final by beating Chris Gordine, 

whilst Tim Giles made it by overcoming Spike Hughes on the final point in the fifth set of their match. 

The final was closely contested, with Tim Giles ultimately taking the title. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handicapped Doubles 

There was a really good turnout at the Handicapped Doubles event, held in February, with forty-six 
players entering. 
 
In one semi final there was definitely family rivalry with brothers Paul and Shane Cates playing 
against Paul's son, Ryan, partnered by Joe Chapman. The two teenagers Ryan and Joe were the 
winners. They will meet Derek Pittard and Tom Flood in the final to be played on Finals Night. 
 

 
 

     Joe and Ryan 

 

 

 

 
 
 

      Tom and Derek 



Over 70’s Singles 

This event was held in February, with thirteen entrants,  

and the finalists are Dave Hilliam, who overcame  

Tim Giles in five sets, and Keith Baker who beat Rob Smith. 

 

 

 
              Dave in action 

 
 
 
Over 40’s singles 

There were twenty-one entrants to the Over 40’s Singles Championship and the  
standard of play was high, with many of the top Island League players taking  
part.  The finalists are Paul Rainford and Steve Mills, who overcame Alex Rorke  
and Tim Giles in their respective semi-finals.  
 
      

 

     Steve and Paul will meet in  
      the final 

 

 

 

 

 

Division Two Singles  

There were fourteen players in the Division Two Singles Championship, and the semi finals were 
between Steve Gibbons and Tim Wakeley, and Charlie Stapeley and Dave Batten. Steve and Charlie 
are the finalists who will meet on Finals night. 

 

 

 

 

     Dave and Charlie   

       Steve and Tim   

 



Division Three Singles 

Despite there only being nine entrants to the Division Three Singles Championship, it was hotly 

contested and produced some surprise results, none greater than young Noah Ford beating top seed 

Chris Gordine in five sets. The semi finals were contested between Robert Wendes, Shane Cates, 

Chris Gordine and Peter Burger.  The finalists are Shane and Chris who will meet on Finals night. 

 

      Robert, Shane, Chris and Peter 

 

 

 

 

Doubles Championships 

There was lots of interest in the Doubles Championships held on 14 April, with Men’s, Women’s and 

Mixed Doubles all being played, and the finalists are shown below. 

 

 

    Lewis Johnstone and Hugh Idle will meet  

        Paul Rainford and Ryan Cates in the men’s final 

 

 

 

 

 

        
   Elaine Mills and Pat Thorley will meet  

                              Nicola Turner and Nicky Dando in the women’s final 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                  Pat Thorley and Tim Giles will meet Anna Joyce and Don  

      Hobbs in the mixed doubles final 

 
 

                         

 

 

Junior and Cadet Championships 

Wednesday 17 April saw the Junior and Cadet competitions taking place and there was a good entry 
to both events. 

In the Junior event there was some top quality table tennis. The highlight was the semi-final match 
between Ryan Cates and Lewis Johnstone. Ryan won the first end but Lewis fought back to take a 2-
1 lead and had 2 points to win it 3-1, but Ryan won the 4th end 12-10 to take it to a decider. It was 
close in the fifth end but Lewis just managed to hold on and take it 11-8. 

The Junior Final will be between Lewis and Joe Chapman, and Jye Lock and Thane Taylor will contest 
the Cadet Final on Final’s Night on 1 May. 

 

  Juniors and Cadets who took part 

 

 

 

 

Over 60’s Championship 

The finalists in the Over 60’s tournament held in April are Don Hobbs and Mike Turner. 

 

 

 

            Don and Mike in action 

 

 

 



Men’s and Women’s Championships 

These were held on Sunday 28 April and the finalists in the Women’s competition are Pat Thorley 

and Nicky Dando. 

The Men’s competition was played to the semi-final stage and the players competing on Final’s night 

are Hugh Idle v Mark Turner, and Ryan Cates v Steve Mills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

              Mark will be playing Hugh in the first Men’s semi-final 

Pat and Nicky will meet in the Women’s final 

Come along and enjoy all the finals on Final’s Night on Wednesday 1 May starting at 7pm. 

Hardbat Tournament 

The Hardbat Tournament held on 21 April was a huge success and there was a full day’s table tennis 

to enjoy. 

 

The finalists in the singles were Alex Rorke and Ryan Cates, with Alex winning the title. 

 

In the doubles, Ryan played with Peter Clarke and they overcame Glenn Morley and Nicky Dando to 

take the title. 
       

 

    Singles winner 

    Alex and runner up  

    Ryan 
             Doubles runners up Glenn and Nicky, and  

               winners Ryan  and Peter   

    

 

 

     

 



Pat Thorley success 

Our much loved Pat Thorley achieved success in the Veteran British League Competition, playing 
with two of her friends.  After two weekends of competition held in Derby, Pat and her team mates 
Janet and Sue won a gold medal. After last year’s Island Games bronze medal, Pat just needs a silver 
to complete her collection, so who knows what 2025 might bring? 

 

 
      Pat and her team mates with their gold medals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz Night 

 

A very successful quiz night was held in March to raise money for our British Senior League teams.  

Nearly £500 was raised via the quiz and raffle and it was a great, fun evening with a large turnout. 

We would like to thank the Lifeboat Inn for hosting the event, and to Paul Cates and Glenn Morley 

for organising it so efficiently.   

 

 

       Glenn and Paul reading the questions 

 

 

 

 

            Alex giving information about the British Senior League 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        The winning team 

 

 

 

 



Daytime League 

 

         Winners of the popular Daytime League were the Harriers,  
          comprising Bev and Tim Giles, who finished just two points  
          ahead of the Ospreys, comprising Graham Evans and Glen  
                        Morley. 

 

 

 

 
          The Harriers, Bev and Tim 

 
 

 

Primary Schools Tournament 

On Friday 22 March the IWTTA Primary Schools Tournament was held.  During January and February 

one hundred and twenty children from twelve schools took part in table tennis sessions at the 

centre.  The top schools then competed in the final tournament and the medals for the top three 

teams were presented to them by Elaine and Ryan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

                

                                                                 

   The medallists – Greenmount, Newchurch and Summerfields 

 

 

 

 



Knowles Cup 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Winter League     

Ryde teams dominated Division One this year, whilst Newport Vics, Havenstreet and Shorwell were 

the clubs to beat in Divisions Two and Three. 

Division One 

Ryde C are the League Champions this year, taking the honours from Ryde A who finished second, 

with Ryde Reprobates a close third. 

Scott of Ryde A headed the players’ averages once again, with over 97% win average, whilst the 

Reprobates Hugh was second with over 93% and Ryde C’s Paul had just under 92%.  Juniors Ryan and 

Lewis both performed very well with 75% and 62% respectively. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graham, Ryan and Paul of Champions Ryde C 

 
                           Mark, Pat, Scott and Rob of Runners of runners up Ryde A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
                     
 Lewis in action for Ryde Reprobates 
 
     
       Hugh of Ryde Reprobates was second in the players averages 
 
 
              



 
     Scott of Ryde A headed the averages table, losing only one match 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Division Two 
 
Newport Vics C are Division Two Champions, 23 points ahead of Havenstreet Hooters in second 
place, who were 19 points ahead of Ryde Rascals.  
 
Lawrence of Vics C was unbeaten at the top of the averages table, with the Rocket’s Trevor second 
on 94% and Vics C’s Charlie on 87%.  The Reveller’s Gourav finished with over 81% and Havenstreet’s 
Mike also had 81%. Junior Jye from Ryde Allsorts performed particularly well to finish with 46% win 
average. 
 

 

 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlie, Paul H and Paul L of Division Two Champions Vics C, and teammate Lawrence who headed the players’  
averages table with 100% 

 
 
 
 
        Karen and Alan of Havenstreet, who along 
        with team mates, Paul, Carl, Dave and 
        Mike, finished as runners up 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
     Jye had a fine season in Division Two playing for Ryde Allsorts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Division Three 
 
Vics D finished as Division Three Champions with a 35 point lead over second placed Shorwell 
Spinners, whilst Ryde Retailers were third. 
 
Robert from the Spinners topped the averages table on nearly 87% win average, with Vic’s Chris just 
0.5% behind in second place, and Debbie from Vics was in third on 84%. Junior Joe from the Retailers 
had 77% and another junior player Dee from Shorwell Saints had a good season finishing on over 
45%. Cadet Noah Ford had an excellent second half to his season, with a few notable wins over 
players from the top three teams. 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sam, Debbie and Chris of Division Three 
Champions Vics D (fellow player Richard is missing  
from the photo) 

 
       Peter and Robert of runners up Shorwell Spinners 
       (fellow players were Sam and Ian) 
 
               Joe from the Ryde Retailers 
     was one of the higher ranked players 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Archive 
 
We have reached 1994 in our look back at Isle of Wight news in the ETTA Table Tennis News 
magazines, and this year contained much of interest for Islanders. 
 
In the February issue John Prean continued to write his interesting and informative column on our local 
scene: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the March/April issue there was lots more news of our teams and some current players: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      1994 National Championship contender Carl Prean 
 
In the May issue plans for our table tennis centre at Smallbrook were under way, but the going was not 
easy: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the June issue there was another interesting article from John Prean about our local Champions and 
County players: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the September issue it was announced that a £60,000 grant was being made towards the new table tennis 
centre: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In the November issue there was lots of news of our teams, current players and the new centre: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December/January 
 



In the last issue of the year, it looked like Sandown would win the league easily, and Carl Prean had slipped 
to Number 3 in England: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And finally 
 
If you interested in the history of table tennis,  
then Table Tennis England have an archive album 
where you can see some of the historic 
artefacts from their collection, dating back  
to the 1900’s. Click the picture to follow the link. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for reading.  The next newsletter will be in July 2024.  My special thanks go to Peter 
Clarke who provides a wealth of information, photos and posters for the newsletter. All 
contributions are very much appreciated so do please send any suggestions, articles or photos to: 
debbiey1960@outlook.com  

mailto:debbiey1960@outlook.com
https://www.tabletennisengland.co.uk/delve-into-our-sports-history-in-new-archive-albums/

