Lillington Free Church tournament
Courier, 11th December 2015  
There was another good entry for Lillington Free Church table-tennis club’s second tournament of the season, held at St Nicholas Leisure Centre in Warwick.
The Senior event was won by Free Church junior Lee Dorning who clawed his way back from 0-2 down to triumph in 5 against Ron Vose of St Georges. Another Free Church junior, Adam Cofler, took the junior title from club-mate James Robertson in a final which involved another comeback as Cofler trailed 1-2. The under 15 competition saw the in- form Sam Cafearo of Rugby beat his club-mate Callum Ball and the Under 13 title went to the emerging Free Church star, Joshua Yarrow, who beat William Chen of Rugby.
The Grade A final was an all Free Church affair with Sam Weaving getting the better of his League team-mate Sam Wiggins. Cafearo showed his talent by claiming the Grade B trophy, defeating Syed Moyinuddin of Nomads. The Grade C went to Phoenix’s Ketan Sompura who beat Free Church newcomer Ged Kuprys in the final. Another Phoenix player, Tom Jepon, beat Josh Yarrow 3-2 in a closely contested Improvers final and Angel Chen of Rugby took the Beginners’ competition against Eduardo Bolanos of Free Church.
Consolation Events:
Senior    Awais Muhammed (Colebridge) (winner)    Ian Beasley (Nomads) (r-up)
Junior   Milly Bradshaw (Rugby) (winner)                     Eve Briscoe (FC)  (r-up)
U15      Ben Hall (FC) (winner)                                         Emily Beasley (FC) (r-up    
U13      Emma Pulman (FC) (winner)                              Eleanor Fletcher (FC) (r-up)
Grade A
 Adam Cofler (FC) (winner)                                              Craig Allen (Redditch) (r-up)
B          Aimee Evans (Tamworth) (winner)                    James Robertson (FC) (r-up)
C         Ashley Knott (FC) (winner)                                   Ciara Hancox (FC) (r-up)
Improvers
Rhys Williams (Tamworth) (winner)                              Ben Hall (FC) (r-up)
Beginners
William Chen (Rugby) (winner)                                           David Knott (FC) (r-up)
       
National Junior League Day 2
Lillington Free Church TTC sent four teams to Wellingborough to compete on Day 2 of the National Junior League. After Day 1’s promotion of FC C, the club had three teams in Division 1, an outstanding feat. However, a road accident on the way to the venue disrupted both the B and C teams and it is difficult to gauge the effect on results, though there were thankfully no physical injuries.
The A team were denied top spot by their C team who took 2 points off them to leave A a point adrift of Nottingham Sycamore. A drew with Bedford A and Knighton Park (Leicester), defeated Sycamore 4-2 and walloped their B side 6-0. Adam Cofler’s 8 wins out of 10 included victories against all of the top players. Max Stevens of Notts, was dispatched 3-0 and Bedford’s Henry Simmons and Will Penfold fell 3-2. Jack Green had a great return of 70% and Kit Turner won 50%, his cause not helped by some close 5 game defeats and a straight sets loss to club-mate James Robertson.
Lillington C’s 4-2 win over their B side gave them 5th place but both teams will be relegated. They lost to Bedford 2-4, Jenny Singleton and Pulman both accounting for Aaron Bath, and picked up solitary but excellent points against Sycamore, Adam Pulman beating Andreas Dickman, and Knighton Park when Robertson beat Rayan Kotecha. Pulman returned a wonderful 50% in arguably his best club performance. Robertson and Jenny Singleton shook off their early morning experience to claim 3 and 2 wins respectively.
Lillington B lost to Sycamore 1-5, Milan Sajiv beating Dickman, drew with Bedford, Sajiv and Lewis Singleton beating Bath and Olivia Fletcher enjoying an outstanding win over Owen Hewett, and lost 2-4 to Knighton Park, Sajiv and Fletcher clipping  Kotecha’s wings. 
The D team had been promoted to Division 2 on Day 1 and made a gallant attempt to avoid relegation. They lost 0-6 to Milton Keynes A, 1-5 to Rugby , Tom Fletcher enjoying an excellent win over Milly Bradshaw, but then put in much better performances to draw with Milton Keynes B, when Fletcher beat Jonathan Lu and Eve Briscoe and Katie Singleton beat Jakin Greyling, lose narrowly to Great Stukeley of Cambridgeshire 2-4, Fletcher defeating Arjun Basra and Nikit Sajiv accounting for Ben Sheldrake,  and defeat St Neots A 5-1, Fletcher and Sajiv beating Emily Brown and Briscoe and Sajiv winning against Kamran Bastani. 
This left Church D level on points with MK B. The match between them decided 5th place and relegation and Church lost out in the drawn match by winning 10 games against Keynes’s 11.
Rugby sent one team to Wellingborough and they gained promotion from Division 2, finishing second. St Neots A, Milton Keynes B and Lillington d were all beaten 5-1, Great Stukeley fell 4-2 and their only blemish was a 2-4 defeat to Milton Keynes A who topped the division. Sam Cafearo returned an 80% average, Freddy Jones 70% and Milly Bradshaw 60%.



