League Report
4th May 2018  
With scheduled matches in the League now finished, teams have been playing catch-up matches to determine final positions.
In Division 1 St Georges B have looked like the champions elect for many weeks and they ended their campaign with a 9-1 victory over St Georges A, a result which inflicted relegation on their opponents. Mark Jackson, Laurence Sweeney and Ron Vose won all of the singles and it was left to Damon Fenton and Matt Jordan to take a consolation doubles. Colebridge A are worthy runners-up and finished with an 8-2 win over Whitnash A who, nonetheless have avoided the relegation that looked a possibility for some of the season. Paul Lenormand won his three and the doubles with Ben Willson with Kate Hughes and Willson winning twice. Kevin Ariss and Mark Woolerton scored for Whitnash. Free Church A have finished 3rd, 50 points adrift of Colebridge due in part to a recent dip in form. They were defeated by 6th placed County Council B despite Sam Weaving’s impressive triple. Sam Wiggins added one but Council got home 6-4 through Simon Griew (2), Martin Hunter (2), Nilton Green (1) plus a Green/Griew doubles success. The surprise package of the season were Free Church C who were promoted last season yet finished 5th. They drew with 4th placed Rugby A whose Ryan Lines was unbeaten in singles and doubles with Danny Ricks, who won once. Reserve Phil Blowey bagged an excellent double, Ricardo Bolanos matched him and skipper Dave Ramsey contributed one. Phoenix avoided the drop with a 7-3 win over County Council A who were rock bottom. Callum Martin recorded a hat-trick and Taran Dhillon and Mark Rose won twos. Chris Brewer (1), Pat McCabe (1) and a Brewer/Clive Irwin doubles win kept WCC in touch.
Other results:-
Whitnash A 3 (Woolerton 2, Ariss 1) Rugby A 7 (Lines 3, Ricks 2, Cafearo 1 + doubles); Free Church B 2 (Harry Purewal 1, Charlotte Spencer 1) Rugby A 8 ( Cafearo 3, Lines 3, Ricks 1 +doubles); Rugby A 7 (Lines 3, Cafearo 2, Ricks 2) WCC B 3 (Simon Griew 2 +D);  Whitnash A 5 (Woolerton 3, Paul Riman 1 +D) Phoenix 5 (Will Panes 2, Rose 2, Dhillon 1); Rugby A 7 (Lines 3, Ricks 2, Cafearo 1 +D) Whitnash A 3 (Woolerton 2, Ariss 1);
The top two in Division 2 finished well clear of their rivals. Going in to their last match Free Church D needed 6 points to pip Nomads Aces for the title. Facing Nomads Enigmas they amassed 9 with trebles from Tom Hunt and James Robertson, who also paired for the doubles, and a brace from Livvy Fletcher who was defeated by Malc Macfarlane. Millennium A clinched third place after overcoming Eathorpe A 8-2. Peter Harris and Jack Shardlow won all of their singles and Rob Warnes won two, losing to Brian Hobill. Hobill and Bernard Reman pocketed the doubles. St Georges C pulled clear of relegation with a 7-3 win over Eathorpe A. Brian Aston and Len Coonan notched hat-tricks and Kevin Finn posted one. Marius Morariu and Bernard Reman grabbed singles in reply and paired for the doubles. With matches still to play, two from Rugby C, County Council C and Eathorpe A will go down. However, Eathorpe’s plight was greatly helped by a narrow 6-4 win over Rugby C, achieved despite Callum Ball’s triple. Freddy Jones added the 4th point but Hobill (2), Reman (2), Morariu (1) and the doubles bounced the villagers to victory.
In Division 3 Snitterfield A’s final match gave them runners-up spot as they trounced 4th placed Flavels 8-2. Tim Fell’s treble included only the second seasonal defeat of Trevor Bradley, the division’s top player. Stuart Ayres and Michael Credland supplied twos and Credland and Fell took the doubles. Bradley won his other two. Whitnash B are champions, two points clear with a match still to play. Flavels signed off by condemning Free Church G to relegation winning 8-2. Trevor Bradley won three, Sam Bradley and Mick Bennett won twos, both falling to Tom Fletcher, and the Bradleys took the doubles. Free Church I ended their campaign with a 7-3 win over Rugby D. Ben Hall claimed his three and Dan Shaw and Katie Singleton each won twice. Stuart Mills won two singles and the doubles with Dave Cox. The result probably won’t avert relegation for Church who await Warwick University A’s last few matches to be played. Free Church H gave their club-mates hope by thrashing the students 9-1. Eduardo Bolanos and Josh Yarrow won their threes and the doubles and reserve Tom Yarrow recorded two fine wins, losing to Michael Farmer.
With one match to play Free Church L sit two points clear at the top of Division 4. They put pressure on second placed Free Church K, who have two to play, by whitewashing Eathorpe D . Jerry Chung, Owain Jones and Richard Pittaway were in determined mood. Eathorpe should finish third however, and beat Rugby E 6-4 in their home match. Sarah James won her three for the visitors and Grace Newman added one.  Sophie Cooper (2), Michael Rossington (2) and Shaun Martin (1) plus a Cooper/Rossington doubles steered Eathorpe to the win.

Snitterfield B are champions of Division A and took the crown after beating Ashorne A 4-1. Stuart Ayres won his two and partnered Ron Shakesheff, who won one, to the doubles. Roger Pye avoided the whitewash.

Free Church N and Free Church O tied on points at the top of Division B and both faced Eathorpe E in their last matches. N beat the villagers 4-1 with Phil Booth and Dan Strand winning the singles but losing the doubles to Richard Freeman and Dave Hawker, and then Church O emulated them also winning 4-1. Alex Costa won his two and Findlay Douglas won one as well as helping his team-mate to the doubles.  Freeman got Eathorpe’s point.

FreeChurch P went top of division C with a 5-0 win over Eathorpe I, Chris Ho and Seb Priest wrapping up the points. Eathorpe F  are 4 points adrift, both with one match to play. Eathorpe F beat FC Q 3-2 with Ben James and David Tait winning singles and the doubles but both losing to Nick Darwen. F then went on to lose out to their H team 3-2. Tait bagged a single and he and James took the doubles but H’s Josh Cope won twice and James Rome once. H are 8 points behind Free Church P , with two matches to play, one of which is against FC P. FC Q moved away from relegation with a 4-1 win over Eathorpe I. Nick Darwen won two, reserve Alfie Ransom chipped in with one and the pair combined for the doubles. Christian Roberts gained Eathorpe’s point.

In Division D Free Church S’s title hopes suffered a blow when they were defeated 3-2 By Eathorpe G. Alfie Ransom won both of his singles but Eathorpe clawed their way back with singles from David Hanson and Paul Holtby who also joined forces for the doubles. FC S must beat leaders Rugby G in their last match to land the crown.

Eathorpe J top Division E by two points but with matches in hand Eathorpe l look favourites to lift the title. They beat Free Church T 5-0 in their latest encounter, identical twins Declan and Joshua Jay coming out on top in a competitive game. Free Church W visited Eathorpe  K and emerged as 3-2 winners. Jun Chung won his two and partnered Morgan Page to the doubles to achieve victory with Ben Anderton and Aaron Heel keeping matters close.


National Under 15 Championships
Ricardo Bolanos and Nikit Sajiv of Lillington Free Church TTC competed in the National under 15 championships at Aldersley Village Leisure Centre over the weekend. Entry is by invitation and is restricted to the top 32 in the England rankings.
In his group Ricardo, ranked number 20, defeated Owen Brown of Sussex (25) 3-2 but lost in straight sets to Thomas Rayner (7) of Durham. This put him in the Consolation where he defeated Shae Thakker  (32) of Bucks 3-1. In the quarters Fraser Kent (24) of Sussex was swept aside 3-1 before a straight sets loss to Freddie Osenton-Brown (10) of Yorkshire in the semis.
Nikit (30), who will still be under 15 next season, also had a tough group losing to Callum Mc Rae (15) of Durham deuce in the 5th  and Chamika Weerasinghe (16) of Kent also at deuce in the 5th. In the Consolation he beat Owen Brown 3-0 before going down to Nottingham’s Connor Green (19) in the quarters.
In the doubles Bolanos and Sajiv played Peter Smallcombe (8) and McRae, both of Durham and were unlucky to fall in the 5th.

Wood Green Senior/Veteran
Lillington Free Church’s  Eve Briscoe entered the Wood Green Senior tournament in Wednesbury on Saturday and emerged as the Ladies Champion. In her first season as a Senior, Eve, still a schoolgirl, overcame her experienced opponents, Josephine Bennett of the Burntwood club in Birmingham, 3-0 and Doreen Tierney from another Birmingham club, Smithswood, 3-1.
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