Table-tennis League Report
Courier 12th February
Leamington Veterans B did their utmost to avoid relegation from Midland League Division 1 when scoring 5 points in their last two matches, staged at the weekend in Nottingham’s Sycamore club.
The maximum of 4 points were amassed as they trounced Hinckley A 8-2. Pat McCabe notched a great hat-trick and Phil Paine and Murray Stevenson returned braces. Paine and Stevenson then paired for a vital doubles win. Another point was gleaned from the 3-7 defeat by Birmingham A. Stevenson was in top form to defeat Michael Browne, ranked at 100 in the England veteran list, and Rajinder Singh and then repeated his doubles success with Paine.
Free Church L have taken a stranglehold of Division A in the 2-a-side League. They defeated stablemates Free Church B 5-0 with wins from Robbie Fitchford and Dave Ramsey. This was followed by a similar scoreline against Free Church N , Jerry Simmons joining Fitchford to do the damage. L lead the division by 27 points. Second placed Snitterfield B lost to Rugby F for whom Callum Ball took an excellent brace and Archie West a single. Henry Lu defeated West and won the doubles with Kim Wong. Third placed Flavels B also suffered defeat at the hands of Free Church M who could yet avoid relegation. Nikit Sajiv won his two and helped Jay Virdi to the doubles. Steve Lyons and Dot Macfarlane replied. With games in hand, Norton Lindsey are now favourites for runners-up spot and they did their cause the world of good with a 5-0 eclipse of Fissc A. Gareth Hepworth and Ron Shakesheff were the impressive duo. 




National Cadet League
Courier 12th February, 2016  
Lillington Free Church and Rugby sent a total of 6 teams to Day 3 of the National Cadet League in Wellingborough on Sunday. With the results from Sunday to be added to Day 4’s outcomes to decide the trophies, a good start was essential. Free Church A sit on top of Division 1 by one point, their cause hindered by the loss of two points in their opening match against their B side when Ricardo Bolanos claimed the scalps of Jack Green and Nikit Sajiv. However, A recovered to trounce Great Stukeley (Cambridgeshire)6-0 with impressive wins for Green and Sajiv over England number 91 Louis Roper-Gibbs. Cliffedale Chandlers A (Grantham) also fell 6-0 and Rugby A 5-1 with Sajiv nailing England number 71 Sam Cafearo who gained his side’s consolation against Green. The last match was against Nottingham Sycamore and resulted in a draw with Sajiv and Robbie Fitchford defeating Harry Stevens and Green beating England number 25 girl Hannah Ward. Fitchford returned a 90% average from the number three berth, Sajiv enjoyed an 80% average and number one Green a creditable 70%.
Rugby A finished third but 6 points adrift of Sycamore in second. Their second defeat was to Sycamore, 2-4 but they beat Lillington B and Great Stukeley 5-1 and Cliffedale 4-2. Cafearo had an impressive 8 wins from 10, Dan Burgess notched 5 and Callum Ball 4.

Lillington B lost their number two through illness, but are only one point behind Stukeley and can avoid the wooden spoon next time out. They lost 0-6 to Sycamore, and 2-4 to Cliffedale and Stukeley. Number one Ricardo Bolanos won 6 of the points with Emily Beasley and Milly Green lending good support. Green ‘s day was made with an excellent win over Ben Sheldrake of Stukeley.
With Green moving up to the B side, Lillington C  promoted Findlay Douglas from the D side but still managed a 5th place finish. They lost 0-6 to St Neots A, 1-5 to Milton Keynes where Josh Yarrow beat Charlie Barber and Bedford A, Ben Hall beating Aaron Bath, and 2-4 to St Neots B , Hall defeating Daniel Hearne-Potton and Yarrow beating Thomas Hurrell before clinching a draw against Bedford B, Hall claiming the scalp of Matthew Radley and Douglas and Yarrow nailing Ben Lewis.
Rugby B were in Division 3, finishing 4th of 4. Number one Josh Adams, the son of Liz Haynes whom many local players will remember as a Free Church junior and County player, was their star returning 33%. They lost 0-9 to Westfield A (Wellingborough), 3-6 to Cliffedale B and 1-8 to Cliffedale C.

Lillington D were without their numbers one and two but still gained top spot in Division 4 by 6 points. Bedford C and Westfield B were dispatched 6-3 and Cliffedale D 7-2. Eduardo Bolanos won 7 of his 9 games with Dan Gunthorpe and Nicholas Ho returning 6 wins apiece.


