Table-tennis

Courier, 3rd April 2015   

An exciting Town derby took place at League Headquarters where Leamington B opposed Leamington A, in the Midland League Veterans Division 1. B  A, who had won their previous two matches and are on course for the title, went to the wire with B emerging as 6-4 winners with Mark Jackson, St Georges, taking his three and the doubles with County Council’s Simon Griew. Griew won twice to clinch the verdict whilst the WCC trio of Phil Paine (2) Martin Hunter (1) and Murray Stevenson (1) provided stern resistance.

In Division 1 Colebridge A gave a reminder of why they enjoy a 50+ point cushion as leaders with a crushing 9-1 success over the probable runners-up Rugby A, Kate Hughes, Edward Lynn and Ben Willson only conceding the doubles to Ryan Lines and Matt Outhwaite. They followed this up with another 9-1 success over current runners-up Free Church A, Lynn and Willson again unbeaten with Timmy Cooper getting a consolation against Sam Henderson, who won twice. A draw eased both Wellesbourne and Free Church B away from relegation. Alan Cotton won three for the home side and paired with Pete Dunnett, who won once, for the doubles. Church countered with doubles from Sam Weaving and Sam Wiggins and a vital single from Jeff Harris. St Georges B nudged aside Colebridge B 6- 4 Mark Jackson (3), Ron Vose (2) and the doubles, with Navinder Matharu (2), Vikas Bakshi (1) and Jamie Fellows (1) responding. The return of Laurence Sweeney has bumped St Georges A up to 4th and they swept aside Free Church A 7-3, Sweeney a maximum and the doubles with Damon Fenton, Matt Jordan adding two and Fenton one. Timmy Cooper (2) and Lee Dorning (1) kept Church in it. Rugby B marched into the top half of the table with a 9-1 destruction of WCC A.  Adrian Pilgrim and Ryan Stockham posted hat-tricks and there were two fine wins for Niall Herbert, who just found Pat McCabe too hot. WCC A are well clear of the drop however and walloped Enigmas 9-1, Clive Irwin and McCabe winning triples and Phil Paine a brace, giving second best to Gary Jackson. St Georges A fielded Earl Sweeney instead of son Laurence against Colebridge B but it didn’t affect their momentum as “Dad” won two  and the doubles with Fenton accompanied by  threes from Fenton and Matt Jordan. Bakshi won Colebridge’s point.  St Georges B sit 5th after edging Free Church B 6-4.Jackson won 3, Luke Hobbins 2 and Vose 1. Weaving (2) and Wiggins (1) also won the doubles.

Eathorpe A find themselves under threat of relegation from division 2 after falling 4-6 to rivals Rugby C. Ben Holvey’s treble and a doubles success allied to a brace from James Robertson saw the town outfit home whilst Nelson Wong (2), Chris Atkins (1) and Pete Titmas (1) were the villagers trio. At the other end of the table leaders Nomads A found themselves on the wrong end of a 6-4 scoreline as they faced Free Church D. A superb hat-trick from Adam Cofler and an outstanding double from reserve Phil Blowey persuaded them to pair for the vital doubles win.  Andy Davies (2), Ian Beasley (1) and Paul Rowan (1) replied and they soon showed it was a blip by pasting then runners-up Whitnash A 10-0 Beasley, Rowan and Tony Thomas the destroyers. With Whitnash having injury problems the way has opened up for another team to sneak promotion. Free Church C are in pole position and overcame Eathorpe A 7-3. Harry Purewal claimed a confident hat-trick and the doubles with Scott Delday, who won twice and Chris Blowey added one. Atkins, Titmas and Andy Baruch all won once for Eathorpe. With a game in hand, Phoenix are not out of the promotion picture and defeated St Georges A 7-3, Paul Calloway and Callum Martin taking all 7 points. Brian Aston, Len Coonan and Kevin Finn all won once for Georges. Reserve Sam Cafearo, currently plying his skills in Division 4, was the hero for Rugby C as they just failed to pip Millennium. Dave Cox added one but Pete Harris (2) Rob Warnes (2) and Bob Clarke (1) plus a Harris/Warnes doubles victory lifted the Banbury team to 6th.  Whitnash continued their struggles and fell 1-9 to St Georges C Aston and Finn taking maximums and the doubles and Coonan two. Another Division 4 reserve, Greg Swan bagged the Whitnash consolation. Free Church D drew at Millennium, Cofler (2) and Anthony Smith (2) combining for the doubles. Christian Ward (2), Warnes (2) and Joe McGivern (1) ensured the tie.

In Division 3 St Georges D helped their promotion ambitions with a 6-4 win over Nomads B. Andy Caine and Tracey Fletcher netted two wins and Richard Grover one as well as winning the doubles with Fletcher. Les Hoggins(2), Dave Harding (1) and Richard Miles (1) kept the match tight. The two other contenders had mixed fortunes with WCC D drubbing Eathorpe B 10-0, Tony Ford, Mark Freeman and Cliff Jackson the men in form and then beating their strong C team 7-3, Ford, Freeman and Jackson all 2 plus a Freeman/Jackson doubles success. Derek Harwood, Steve Poole and Ian Stevens all tasted victory once. Free Church E similarly dropped 3 points to their G team. Phil Blowey proved to be too good with a treble and the doubles with Livvy Fletcher who won twice but fell to brother Tom. Tom Harris added one with Jack Green and James Robertson the other G  scorers. E followed up with a 9-1 trouncing of Free Church F, Blowey (3), Harris (3) and DudleyTurner (2) just losing out to Adam Pulman. With Georges and WCC D still to play each other the promotion outcome is too tight to call. Rugby D’s draw with WCC C boosted their chances of avoiding relegation. Dave Cox’s timely hat-trick inspired Mark Wilson to chip in with one and Wilson and Milly Bradshaw took the doubles. A further two points were squeezed by Rugby  in the shape of Bradshaw and Cox from Free Church G. James Robertson nailed three for G, Tom Fletcher two and reserve Ricardo Bolanos an impressive double. Bottom side Eathorpe B are also putting up a fight and drew with Flavels A. Jon Ablett claimed an outstanding treble, Dad John added a single and paired with his son for a doubles victory. Mick Bennett (2), Steve Lyons (2) and Dot Macfarlane (1) tied the match.

Leaders Whitnash B beat Ashorne A 9-1 in Division 4, Richard Smith and Greg Swan winning all their singles and  the doubles and Wilf Chan taking two. Chris Bowles avoided the whitewash. Whitnash also triumphed by the same score against WCC E, Smith and Swan again maximum men and Jayne Fitton winning twice. Carl Morgan took the consolation. Rugby E are 17 points adrift but with two games in hand and they also won 9-1 against WCC F. Sam Cafearo and Bradley Matthews won 7 of the points and Mark Jackson won two, falling to Richard Haigh. Eathorpe D lie 3rd but another 17 points behind. Will Apted (3), James Keay (3) and Callum Pickering (2) helped them to a 9-1 win over Free Church J for whom Mike Weaving took a point. Free Church I hammered their K side 8-2, Ricardo Bolanos and Dan Shaw undefeated in singles and doubles and Joe Mills contributing one but losing to Nick Darwen and Mark Singleton. K however bounced back to take all 10 points against from WCC F, Marc Briscoe, Darwen and Singleton the demolition men. Free Church H could finish 4th and beat 3rd placed Ashorne A 6-4. Mark Bolshaw won his three, Eve  Briscoe won twice and reserve Fiona Wyburn enjoyed her first 3-a-side win. Paul Rouse won twice for the villagers, Chris Bowles once and the pair won the doubles.

County U 15s

Warwickshire’s under 15 team travelled to Southampton for the Final weekend’s round  of matches. The squad of Sam Cafearo (Rugby), Lisa Rinnhofer (Colebridge) and Adam Cofler, Lewis Singleton, twin sister Jenny Singleton and Katie Singleton  (no relation, all Lillington) returned with three victories and a narrow defeat.

Their first opponents were Sussex 3 whom they defeated 9-1.  Cafearo, Cofler, Lewis Singleton and Lisa Rinnhofer all won twice whilst a nervous Katie Singleton, making her County debut, lost to Joelle Bennett but bounced back in great style to beat Lisbet Dubois.

Wiltshire could only field one girl and so conceded 2 points as Warwickshire triumphed 9-1 with Cofler and Lewis Singleton winning twice, Cafearo once and Lisa Rinnhofer and Jenny Singleton taking their single.

Sussex 2 proved the stiffest opposition, the County losing 4-6. Rinnhofer won twice, Cofler once and Katie Singleton enjoyed an excellent win over Amelia Long.

The final match was against Dorset whose Jamie Blair won both singles against Cofler and Singleton but Cafearo, Rinnhofer and Jenny Singleton all recorded maximums for an 8-2 triumph.

In the not so distant past Warwickshire were struggling to field two girls at County level and rarely recorded wins when they did so it was particularly gratifying to note that 12 of the 14 points available to the girls (plus two concessions) came via the girls.

