Table-tennis Report
Courier 28th March, 2014  
The top clash of the week came in Division 2 where Enigmas crept into second place when defeating Colebridge B. Gary Jackson and Dong Wei both won twice, Malc Macfarlane once and Jackson and Wei snatched the vital doubles to nail a 6-4 win but Colebridge responded with two wins from John Taylor and a single each from John Chandler and Michael Credland to see them just 4 points adrift with a match in hand. Top side Rugby C increased their considerable lead with a 9-1 trouncing of St Georges E, Danny Orr (3), Anshul Satsangi (3), Niall Herbert (2) with the latter two pairing for the doubles. Pete Harris prevented the whitewash. Phoenix O beat St Georges D 7-3, thanks to trebles from Paul Calloway and Richard Jardim who also won the doubles. Len Coonan, Kevin Finn and Will Fletcher all won one. Eathorpe E fought out an exciting draw with St Georges E. The villagers’ Pete Titmas was on top form, collecting 3 and the doubles with Andy Baruch, who won once. Andy Caine and Tracey Fletcher claimed braces and Pete Harris a single. Whitnash A edged Nomads A 6-4 despite an outstanding hat-trick from Ian Beasley. Two apiece from Paul Riman and Mark Woolerton, who also won the doubles, and a single from Dennis Woodhead got Whitnash home.
Free Church A breezed into 3rd spot in Division 1, crushing St Georges A 9-1. Deepak Chandrababu (3), Timmy Cooper (3), Tom Brocklehurst (2) plus the doubles won the points. Matt Jordan gained the consolation. St Georges B eclipsed Wellesbourne 8-2 through Mark Jackson’s triple and twos from Alan Hewitt and Luke Hobbins. Alan Cotton and Gary Stewart won for the hosts.  WCC A gleaned 7 points from their visit to Rugby B, Simon Griew unbeaten in singles and doubles with Nilton Green, who won two. Martin Hunter added the other point. Danny Ricks was Rugby’s best with a pair.
Millennium  lead the 3rd Division, their latest success an 8-2 win over struggling Whitnash B. Christian Ward (3), Colin Astbury (2), Barry Hammond (2), Astbury/Ward the doubles achieved the win with Greg Swan getting two fine wins in response. Rugby D’s doubles win through Jo Outhwaite and James Robertson won them a 6-4 win over Free Church F. David Cox won twice, as did Robertson, and Outhwaite won a single but none could overcome Kim Wong who was unbeaten. Josh Wyatt-Smith also recorded a good win. Ninth placed Nomads B nipped tenth placed Free Church G 6-4 through an Ian Stevens hat-trick. Steve Poole added two and the pair combined for the doubles. Olivia Fletcher took an impressive double and Adam Pulman and reserve James Robertson singles. FC G then recorded exactly the same score against Free Church E, Fletcher (2), Pulman (1), Robertson (1) with E clinching the points via Harry Purewal’s 3, Tom Harris’s 2 and the doubles.
Leaders Eathorpe C dented their B team’s hopes of promotion as they cruised to an 8-2 victory in Division 4. Jon Ablett and Charlie Wragg stormed to trebles and clinched the doubles, with Simon Thompson winning once but losing to Sophie Cooper and Paul Deavall. Third placed Free Church J stole 9 points from their K team in a match which was fiercely contested and saw many close encounters. Jenny and Lewis Singleton were unbeaten and Katie Singleton won 2, losing to K’s Alberto Vitale, and joining Jenny for the doubles’ win. Ashorne A lurk in 4th position. Steve Bolton (2), Chris Bowles (1) and Roger Kelley (1) posted 4 points in their match with Rugby E and then salvaged a draw as Bowles and Kelley defeated  Mark Wilson and Milly Bradshaw in the crucial doubles. Wilson (3) and Bradshaw (2) ensured parity. Rugby E went on to beat WCC D 8-2, Bradshaw (3), Peter Kent (3), Karen Buckby (2). David Dunn won once for Council and partnered William Hung to a doubles’ success.
Topspinners emphasised their credentials to win Division A by beating 3rd placed Snitterfield B 4-1. Bradley Matthews’ two wins included a superb win over the strong Henry Lu  with Steve Shaw taking a single. Lu notched the consolation. Second placed Flavels B walloped Eathorpe E 5-0, Mick Bennett and Dot Macfarlane the merciless duo.
FISCC and Free Church M tie for top spot in Division B with one match , against each other, to play. Both won their penultimate matches 5-0, FISCC against Ashorne B Mark Kingham and Mark Jones taking the points and FC M versus St Georges F, Ashley and Keith Knott the dynamic pairing. FC M had earlier defeated Eathorpe D 4-1, Keith Knott (2), Ashley Knott (1) plus the doubles. Callum Martin took the villagers’point. 
Eathorpe F lead Division C and dropped just one point to their H team’s Miguel Calvo-Turnbull. Jamie Sayer won twice and Norbu Sunang-Joret once with the pair taking the doubles.  Eathorpe H also fell 0-5 to their 3rd placed G side, Cory Hancock and Max Turvey inflicting the damage. Free Church O go 4th beating second placed Free Church P 3-2 but there are only two points separating them. Mark Singleton’s two wins plus the doubles with Miles Wyatt-Smith saw them pip P whose Oscar Dalrymple and James Wison had single successes.
Free Church T need one point from their last two matches to seal the champions’ position in Division D. They trounced second placed Free Church Q 5-0 through 11 year old Milly Green and 12  year old Ciara Hancox  and with their third player Emily Beasley also 12, the future looks bright for Spa’s girls’ table-tennis. Free Church R beat Free Church U 4-1, Hugh Doody two, Harry Hayes one and the doubles. Daniel Gunthorpe scored for U. FC Q then beat FC R 4-1, Sophie Bethell (2), Elaine Bradley (1) plus the doubles, Harry Hayes replying.
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