There was a wide entry from the region for the Sunderland & District Table Tennis Association closed championships.


The Open Singles event semi-finals saw straight-game victories for Graeme Barella and Peter Smallcombe over Joshua Weatherby and Steve Penman.
Playing in his first final, Smallcombe made the title-holder Barella work hard in the first two games before taking the third with a bit to spare. However, the champion responded in the fourth end to retain his crown 11-9, 11-8, 5-11, 11-6.

The Ladies Singles saw a repeat of last year’s final, but this time Lynne Herrington’s victory over Charlotte Weatherby was far from a routine affair. Herrington was twice pulled back as Weatherby forced a decider before the more experienced player ran out the winner, 11-4.


Chloe Irwin Chambers took the Under-11 Singles with a straight-game win over Beth Embleton Strike, and the Under-13 event saw Patrick Nicholson finish ahead of Sophie Richardson.


Joshua Weatherby completed a double success by taking both the Cadet and Junior Boys titles. His two finals saw a four-end victory over Smallcombe, and a thrilling match that saw Adam Webster fight back from 2-0 down before Weatherby took the decider 11-9.

The doubles events saw consolation gained by two losing singles finalists as Smallcombe linked up with Andrew Wilkinson to defeat Barella and Penman in four ends.
Similarly, Charlotte Weatherby joined forces with Keith Weatherby to edge out Shirley Gelder and Barella 11-9 in another match that went to the wire.


In league competition, Brandon Air reclaimed second-spot in Division One by seeing off nearest rivals St Chads, 7-3.
Jamie Lupton’s treble was well supported by Lee Tinkler’s brace, and the margin of victory might have been even greater but Troy Maddison suffered two five-end defeats as he pushed James Scope and Paul Baines to the limit.

Elsewhere, a Bernie Morris hat-trick was a crucial factor as West CA drew 5-5 at St Gabriel’s A. Team-mate Ken Lee stepped up to the plate in fine style as he beat Tony Gelder 13-11 in the fourth-end before linking up with Morris to take the doubles.


In Division Two, the match between Unionist Club B and Silksworth IM A produced a number of close-run encounters. Alan Bickle started proceedings with an impressive win over Dave Bannon before eventually achieving a maximum when he nicked a deciding end, 15-13, against Jamie Westwater.
Bannon and Westwater both gained consolation with tough five-end successes over Bob Sanderson, but Howard Brown’s 13-11 win over Richard Karczewski helped see Silksworth home 6-4.


Two Brandon teams were in Division Three action. Devils suffered a home defeat against Lanchester Eagles where Reuben Emery’s treble was supplemented by John Rayner (2). Rayner’s effort included a dramatic recovery against Ian Cumpson to take a deciding end 11-8.

Brandon Fire had greater joy, beating St Gabriel’s E 7-3 despite a battling triple from the visitors’ Joe Miller.
