East Boldon Bandits and Backspin B continued their relentless march at the top of Sunderland League Division Three.
The Bandits disposed of visiting Redby CA B 7-3. Jeff Hope and Colin Byers scored two sets apiece but both found Istvan Franko too consistent.

However, Franko finally relinquished his season-long unbeaten tag when Ryan Campbell stopped him in four ends.

The extra point proved significant as that is the margin separating the Bandits from second-placed Backspin who took a maximum haul in their victory over Brandon Devils thanks to Mark Patterson, John Cook, and Alex Nichol.

The most competitive encounter amongst the other fixtures was at St Gabriel’s E where the home team were edged out by Lanchester Eagles B.

Terry Charlton and Neil Forster notched two apiece and Billy Lee also contributed.

Eagles were leading 6-2 but Gabriel’s finished strongly as Jonathan Haynes and Derek Buller bounced back from earlier reverses to deny Charlton and Forster and make the final score 4-6.
Elsewhere, Lanchester’s A team defeated Brandon Fire 8-2 with hat-tricks from Reuben Emery and John Rayner.


In Division One, after seeing their title push come off the rails, Brandon Air’s formbook is lying in tatters after they sustained another defeat, this time 6-4 at Backspin A. The stand-out performance came from Jamie Dent whose treble included two five-end thrillers. After defeating Troy Maddison 11-7, Dent pulled the climactic set out of the fire when he completed a dramatic recovery from 2-0 down to overcome Jamie Lupton 14-12 in the decider.

Despite lying in a hopeless position, Old England Nomads eked out a creditable 5-5 draw at True Roof Direct.

Shirley Gelder top-scored for the home team with a brace of wins, while Maurice Cheek and Lynne Herrington both saw off Paul Wiggins in four ends.

Herrington could have ended up with an even better return but suffered two last-end losses against Brian Bateman, 11-8, and Alan Atkinson, 11-5.

Sacriston Aces continued their fight for survival and despite Phil Prady’s hat-trick aiding Mount CA to victory, Ian McAllister grabbed two sets as well as linking up with Duncan Fraser in the doubles to earn Aces three crucial points.


The Division Two promotion race took another twist as St Gabriel’s D put a spoke in the charge of Sacriston Bombers.
Tony Watson, Gary Anderson, and Istvan Soos bagged two wins each as Gabriel’s returned with a 6-4 victory.
The misfiring Bombers slip, hands the initiative to East Boldon Amigos who capitalised with an impressive 9-1 win at Brandon Crusaders courtesy of maximums from Jordan Dove and Neil Wilkinson, as well as a double from Jamie Collins.

Although it looks like too little too late, West CA C battled for everything at Silksworth IM A.

Alan Bickle was unbeaten for Silksworth, but the visitors’ Alan Whitwham and Mick Redfearn displayed fighting qualities to earn two sets each and an overall 5-5 result.

