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A strengthened Netts A are all set to challenge champions Black Notley A for this 
year’s Braintree Table Tennis League title, a trophy they last won in 2003. 
 
They are the main beneficiaries from the sad demise of Bocking, who drop out of 
the league after more than 35 years.  Bocking won the league title four times, the 
most recent in 2009, and at one point ran 11 teams. 
 
Kevin Gowlett, Bocking’s leading player with a 91 per cent average last year, 
moves across to the Earls Colne club where he will join Paul Davison, men’s 
singles champion for the past three years, and Nikki Kennard, with Nigel Hodder, 
also moving from Bocking, and Philip Lawson as back-up. 
 
It is a line-up that is likely to test the mettle of the champions, who field last year’s 
quartet of Peter and Ian Hayden, Terry Dowsett and Trevor Carter but have lost the 
services of boys’ singles champion Scott Dowsett. 
 
In addition to Bocking, Pillar House have also disbanded with around half their 
players joining Black Notley, enabling the village side to put in an extra team. 
 
Rayne have also added a team, leaving the league with one team fewer than last 
year. 
 
Bocking’s withdrawal leaves an extra place in division one and that means 
promotion for two Rayne teams, last year’s E and C teams, who become this 
year’s C and D. 
 
That means a first crack at the top sphere for Richard Whiteside, Phil Wade and 
Simon Fleming who ran out clear winners of division two and then held their own in 
the play-off groups to clinch their place. 
 
The new D team of Keith Martin, Dave Punt, Alastair Brown and Dave Moles had 
an uncomfortable time in the top division last season but must face it again, 
although this time they have the support of Ryan Pitt, from the defunct Pillar House 
A. 
 
The club’s B team field their usual cadre of Paul Mitchell, Brian Riedling, Brian 
Cook and Peter Hance but the A team begin the season with their two longest 
serving players Ian Whiteside and Dean Andrews on the sidelines, Whiteside with 
a broken collar bone and Andrews awaiting an operation on a chronic shoulder 
injury. 
 
Twenty-four-year-old Alistair Hill, who has played very little in Braintree since his 
junior days, is drafted in alongside his father Jon and Steve Pennell as the 
mainstays for the early part of the season. 
 



Liberal A and Black Notley B complete the first division of eight teams.   
 
Liberal retain their four from last season, Barry Pritchard, Robin Armstrong, Mike 
Johnston and Frank Neill, as do Notley, but in addition to Graham Farmer, James 
Hicks, Rob Stannard and Laurie Sapiano, they bring in Duncan Elloy from Pillar 
House A and will also enjoy support from former men’s singles champion Steve 
Kerns, back after a year’s absence. 
 
Based on last year’s positions, Sible Hedingham – Roy Hooper, Graham Cannon 
and Mark Brown - start as marginal favourites for the division two title as all the 
teams who finished above them are in division one.   
 
But Rayne E (last year’s D team) finished only one point behind them in the play-
offs and level on points with them in the initial phase.   
 
The old firm of Cec Butcher, Paul Wellington, Tony Hammond and Mo Hardy, one 
of the longest standing combinations in the league, will be on the lookout for that 
extra point from somewhere this year. 
 
The two White Lions teams are the likely front-runners in division three as they 
were last year when they were separated only by Pillar House B. 
 
In Pillar House’s absence they should take the top two spots this time, with the 
Ascott-Ascott-Perrins team once again slugging it out with the Johnson-Willis-
Purslow half of the club. 
 
Rayne G will again not be far away and if John and Ryan Sanderson play 
alongside Tom Elder more often, as is likely, the H team will be a handful too. 
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Former men’s singles champion Steve Kerns took a year off from playing in the 
Braintree Table Tennis League last year.  And who was waiting for him when he 
returned?  Reigning champion Paul Davison. 
 
The league fixture chart decreed that Black Notley B, for whom Kerns is expected 
to play irregularly, faced Netts A in their first match.   
 
And Kerns’s first set on the table was against the man who earlier this year 
equalled his total of three men’s titles. 
 
The two fought out a battle that befitted their status but it was the young pretender 
who came out on top 11-8, 11-8, 11-8. 
 
Davison also won his other two singles to lead his team to a 7-3 victory. 
 
Kerns beat Kevin Gowlett and Nikki Kennard, while James Hicks also beat 
Kennard. 
 
It is difficult to see this year’s title race as anything other than a two-team battle 
and the other contenders, Black Notley A, had the easier start.  They had to call in 
two reserves, Graham Farmer from the B team and new signing Steve Northcott, 
but still took all ten sets against Rayne B. 
 
The first week’s fixtures in division two paired the two teams likely to contest the 
title, Sible Hedingham and Rayne E.  And it was Hedingham who drew first blood. 
 
Mark Brown won his three singles with Cec Butcher, Paul Wellington and Tony 
Hammond picking up one each for the losers.  Butcher beat Roy Hooper while 
Wellington and Hammond got the better of Graham Cannon. 
 
Black Notley E, who finished ninth out of nine last season but retained their place 
after bettering division three’s top two teams in the play-offs, put a welcome six 
points on the board in their first match. 
 
They were helped by Rayne F turning out an ineligible player but Bruce Wickham, 
Keith Flowers and reserve Ian Wallace all won one on the table to bring up the six 
points. 

Peter Taylor was Wallace’s victim, but he won his other two singles, including a 
tight 8-11, 11-5, 10-12, 12-10, 11-9 over Flowers. 

Title favourites White Lion A made a substantial start to their campaign with a 9-1 
win over Notley F.  Stuart Ascott and Keith Perrins were unbeaten while 14-year-
old Matt Wallace, on his debut for Notley, registered an excellent win over Steve 
Ascott. 



Rayne H also notched up a 9-1 win, in their case against Notley’s H team. 

Tom Elder and John Sanderson were unbeaten while John Breen picked up 
Notley’s sole success with a straight games win over Matt Millbank. 
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Rayne E surprised most people last season by romping to the Braintree Table 
Tennis League second division title, some distance ahead of their D team – and 
then went one better in the play-off phase where they also finished ahead of their 
own C team. 
 
The club dutifully renumbered their teams this season so that the E became C– 
and it was with a certain inevitability that when the new C and D teams met in the 
first week of the season, the D team cruised to an 8-2 win. 
 
They were strengthened by the signing of Ryan Pitt, from last season’s Pillar 
House, who won his three singles.  Dave Punt also showed that little rust had 
accumulated during the summer by winning his three as well, leaving the C team 
with the consolation of wins for Simon Fleming and Richard Whiteside over Keith 
Martin. 
 
Black Notley C got off to a comfortable start when they beat Nomads by the same 
score.  Tim Huxtable was unbeaten. 
 
It will be interesting to see what difference a year has made in the development of 
Netts B’s juniors.  Ben Page and Patrick Gilbert, both now 14, and Luke Tarrant, 
15, finished well down division two last season but will be hoping to rise up the 
table this time. 
 
They started promisingly with a 6-4 win over Liberal B, who finished 33 points 
above them last season.  Page won three, Tarrant two and Gilbert one. 
 
Last year’s division three runners-up White Lions B were made to work hard for 
their first points of the season.  They came back from 3-1 down to beat Rayne G 6-
4.   
 
Charles Wilkinson was the main thorn in the flesh.  He took his three singles for 
Rayne. 
 
Both Notley and Rayne have added a ninth team this season and they saw I to I  

(Ed – Ron, as puns go, that is terrible!!) in the first week of the season.  New 
signing Vernon King joined Mike Smith in remaining unbeaten as Notley I won 8-2. 
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In the past couple of seasons if Tom Elder’s team won a match without him playing 
it was something of a novelty.  Not any more. 
 
The former first division player, yet to lose after two years in division three, has 
been joined by a weightier selection of colleagues in the Rayne H team this year. 
 
And they made their presence felt in only the second match of the season when 
they crunched pre-season title favourites White Lions A 8-2. 
 
John Sanderson and son Ryan anticipate playing much more frequently this 
season and they have been joined by new signing Dawn Baldry, who travels up 
from South Woodham Ferrers. 
 
Lions A found the three of them too much to cope with and had only the doubles 
and Keith Perrins’ win over John Sanderson (at 11-9 in the fifth game) to show for 
it. 
 
Rayne H, again Elder-less, also had too much firepower for their own G team.  This 
time the Sandersons were joined by Matt Millbank, but the result was the same – 
an 8-2 win. 
 
Sanderson senior won his three singles this time while the G team’s wins came 
from Tim Gowers, over Ryan Sanderson, and Charles Wilkinson, against Millbank. 
 
White Lions B have made a better start than their A team, following up their initial 
win over Rayne G with an 8-2 victory over Black Notley G.  Warren Baines won 
Notley’s two singles and came within a whisker of making it three but Clare 
Johnson just held on at 11-9 in the fifth to remain unbeaten for the evening. 
 
Notley’s H and I teams squared up and as with the Rayne H v G clash, it was the 
alphabet that was the loser. 
 
It was a good night for Keir Hughes, who won his three singles for the H team, but 
only one other set went their way. 
 
Rayne G and Notley F played out a draw, with Ian Wallace unbeaten for Notley. 
 
Sible Hedingham and Notley C made it two wins out of two in division two. 
 
Hedingham beat Nomads 8-2 where Roy Hooper’s win at 11-6 in the fifth against 
Kevin Saunders prevented the Nomads player recording a maximum. 
 
Brian Speller was unbeaten for Notley C in their 8-2 win over their own D team. 
 



Vicki Stredder, a mixed doubles winner at the age of nine, returned to the Braintree 
League after a number of years’ absence in Rayne E’s 9-1 win over Rayne F.  She 
won two while Tony Hammond and Paul Wellington were unbeaten. 
 
Division one’s first big clash of the season takes place tomorrow (Thursday) night 
when Notley A take on Netts A. 
 
Netts warmed up with an 8-2 win over Rayne A where the only singles to get away 
was Jon Hill’s win over Nikki Kennard. 
 
Rayne C continued their alphabetical confusion by beating their own B team a 
week after losing to their D team.  Phil Wade was unbeaten in the C team’s 7-3 
win. 
 
James Hicks won his three singles as Notley B beat Liberal A 6-4. 
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Sible Hedingham’s all-round strength has stood them in good stead in their first two 
years in the Braintree Table Tennis League when they finished first in division 
three and then second in division two. 
 
And it has been clearly illustrated this season in their first three matches, each of 
which has had a different matchwinner. 
 
In their first match it was Mark Brown, originally the weakest of the trio but now 
very much on a par with his teammates, who won his three singles. 
 
Next time Roy Hooper led from the front with his three singles, and in their latest 
outing it was Graham Cannon who triumphed. 
 
He remained unbeaten to lead his side to a 7-3 win over Black Notley D.  His 
colleagues both lost to Lyndon Griffiths, but Cannon found a way past the Notley 
chairman with the emphatic scores of 11-3, 11-6, 11-4. 
 
Hedingham lead the table but they are only one point ahead of Rayne E, whom 
they beat in their first match. 
 
Rayne scored their second 9-1 win in a row when they overcame a two-person 
Liberal B.  Vicki Stredder and Mo Hardy were unbeaten while Diane Garner 
recorded Liberal’s sole success by overcoming Tony Hammond. 
 
Nomads recorded their first win of the season, a 6-4 success over Rayne F, thanks 
to three singles from Kevin Saunders, while Notley E took advantage of the 
absence of Luke Tarrant from the Netts B side to notch up a 6-4 victory. 
 
Ben Page won his three singles for Netts. 
 
Netts’ A team had things all their own way against Liberal A in division one 
although Barry Pritchard came close to breaking the Braintree team’s duck when 
he took Nikki Kennard to 12-10 in the fifth game. 
 
Notley A did not quite sweep the board against Rayne A but it was only Jon Hill’s 
win over Trevor Carter that disturbed the scoreline. 
 
Two each from Graham Farmer, Duncan Elloy and Laurie Sapiano gave Notley B 
enough for a 7-3 victory over Rayne D. 
 
Ryan Pitt won twice for Rayne.  Elloy found a way past him but lost out to Dave 
Punt. 
 
There were first wins in division three for both Rayne G and Notley H.   
 



An unbeaten Barry Mouser led Rayne G to a 7-3 win over Notley I while Notley H 
took all ten against Rayne I. 
 
White Lions A got back on track after their defeat by Rayne H.  They beat Notley I 
8-2 with Steve Ascott unbeaten. 
 
Ian Wallace won his three sets for Notley F but two each for Warren Baines and 
Mick Berry helped the club’s G team to a 6-4 victory. 
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The race for the Braintree Table Tennis League title remains neatly poised after 
the two main contenders cancelled each out in their meeting last week. 
 
Black Notley A and Netts A had won all their matches when they faced each other 
at Notley Community Association. 
 
After Netts went into a 3-1 lead, Notley pulled back to lead 4-3 but the visitors took 
two of the last three sets to equalise the scores. 
 
Peter Hayden, in disappointing form in March’s men’s singles final against Paul 
Davison, this time got the better of the champion in five games. 
 
He added his other two singles as well with victories over Kevin Gowlett in straight 
games and Nikki Kennard in four. 
 
Ian Hayden also beat Kennard and the brothers took the doubles to make it five. 
 
Rayne A remain in third place after a comfortable 9-1 win over their own C team.   
 
But it was a match not without interest – not least the first league meeting between 
father and son Ian and Richard Whiteside. 
 
Whiteside junior has clearly been taking notes over the years as he stretched his 
father further than anyone might have expected.  It was a relieved elder statesman 
who crept through at 11-9 in the fifth game. 
 
The other match of note was the men’s doubles, the only set that went the C 
team’s way.   
 
Most observers would have given Richard Whiteside and Simon Fleming little 
chance against Steve Pennell, men’s singles champion in 2006, and Jon Hill, five 
times a men’s doubles winner.   
 
Yet in the first game they thumped them 11-0. 
 
The slightly dazed pair recovered to win the second game, but Whiteside and 
Fleming proved that the first end was no fluke by taking the third and fourth as well. 
 
After defeats in their first two matches, Liberal A got going against Rayne D.  This 
was another match in which only the doubles went the other way as Robin 
Armstrong, Barry Pritchard and Mike Johnston took all the singles. 
 
Three wins from James Hicks and two from Duncan Elloy helped Notley B to a 
draw against Rayne B for whom Brian Riedling won twice. 
 



While erstwhile leaders Sible Hedingham enjoyed a week off, Rayne E jumped to 
the top of division two with an 8-2 win over Notley E.  Paul Wellington and Tony 
Hammond were unbeaten. 
 
Notley C join Hedingham in joint second place after their third successive win, 6-4 
against Netts B. 
 
New signing Guy McKenzie made an unbeaten debut for Notley. 
 
Notley D and Liberal B both recorded their first wins. 
 
Notley D beat Rayne F 8-2.  Lyndon Griffiths was unbeaten for Notley and was the 
only member of his team to get past Ted Sims. 
 
Liberal B faced a two-person Nomads team and took all but one.  Martin Wells and 
Dave Hardy won both their singles while Lorraine Burgess took Nomads’ only point 
with a satisfying win over Diane Garner. 
 
Division three offered little drama – two 10-0 wins and a 9-1. 
 
White Lions’ two teams accounted for the whitewashes, against Notley H and 
Rayne I, while Steve Baines’ win over Dawn Baldry was the sole blemish in Rayne 
H’s win over Notley G. 
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After drawing with each other the previous week, both Black Notley A and Netts A, 
the two main contenders for the Braintree Table Tennis League title, settled back 
to enjoy 10-0 wins last week. 
 
But what may have been significant was their team selection.  Whereas Netts 
turned out the same three players, Paul Davison, Nikki Kennard and Kevin 
Gowlett, that they have done for all five matches this season, Notley were forced to 
call on two reserves. 
 
As dropped points to lower teams have caused teams to miss out on success in 
the past, Notley will not want to be without their main strike force on too many 
occasions. 
 
The B team’s Graham Farmer and James Hicks dealt comfortably with Rayne C’s 
challenge, as did Ian Hayden, the one regular member on view.  But Farmer 
cannot be called on again without automatically registering himself with the A team, 
which will leave them with fewer options. 
 
Netts have not been without availability problems in the past, and with all three 
players having other commitments, problems could arise in the future. 
 
For the moment, they are looking the more stable unit and had little difficulty 
overcoming Rayne D, with only two sets being extended beyond three games. 
 
In mid-table Liberal A and Rayne B are fairly similar in standard as they showed in 
the closeness of their encounter. 
 
Robin Armstrong and Barry Pritchard won two singles each for Liberal while Brian 
Riedling and Paul Mitchell did likewise for Rayne and it was a three-game win in 
the doubles that effectively pushed Liberal over the line for a 6-4 win. 
 
Rayne E held their lead at the top of division two, but Sible Hedingham, who have 
a match in hand, moved two points closer. 
 
Vicki Stredder led with three singles in Rayne’s 7-3 win over Netts B but 
Hedingham dropped only the one – Brian Speller’s victory over Mark Brown – in 
defeating Notley C 9-1.  It was Notley’s first defeat of the season. 
 
Liberal B followed their A team’s example by eking out a 6-4 win, in their case over 
Notley D.  Trevor Laird, Dave Hardy and Diane Garner all won twice. 
 
Notley E and Nomads, two teams hoping to avoid the drop, shared the points.  
Peter Foster produced the performance of the evening with an excellent win over 
Kevin Saunders. 



 
With Rayne H inactive, White Lions A have moved to the top of division three after 
their 10-0 win over Rayne I.  New signing Tim Townsend came closest to 
disturbing the Lions’ evening when he stretched Stuart Ascott to five games. 
 
The doubles proved decisive in both Rayne G’s 6-4 win over Notley H and Notley 
I’s win over their own G team by the same score. 
 
Vernon King and Simon Pohl won twice as Notley I overcame a higher letter for the 
second time this season. 
 
Tim Gowers was unbeaten in Rayne G’s win. 
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Their A team could not manage it, but White Lions B have become the first team 
this season to defeat division three frontrunners Rayne H in the Braintree Table 
Tennis League. 
 
The evening was a personal triumph for Lions’ Clare Johnson who battled her way 
to three wins in her team’s 7-3 victory. 
 
She overcame both Ryan Sanderson and Matt Millbank in straight games, but was 
given a tough fight by John Sanderson.  She needed all her renowned grit and 
determination before emerging victorious 6-11, 11-8, 6-11, 14-12, 11-9. 
 
She also combined with Steve Willis to take the doubles in straight games while 
Willis himself had good wins over Millbank and Ryan Sanderson. 
 
Lions’ A team have hardly put a bat wrong after the defeat by Rayne H in their 
second match.   
 
Their 9-1 win over Rayne G means they have taken 37 points from a possible 40. 
 
Charles Wilkinson’s win over Steve Ascott in the final set of the evening prevented 
it being 38. 
 
At the other end of the table, Rayne I picked up their first win, a convincing 8-2 
over Black Notley F. 
 
Matt Wallace won twice for Notley F but Brian Dixon remained unbeaten on his 
debut for Rayne I. 
 
There were two wins each for Mike Pitt, Oliver Hicks, Alan McEwan and Keir 
Hughes in Notley G’s 6-4 win over their own H team. 
 
After losing a bit of ground the previous week, Rayne E have enlarged the gap 
again at the top of division two. 
 
They had a 9-1 win over a two-person Nomads while second-placed Sible 
Hedingham had to work hard for a 6-4 scoreline against Netts B. 
 
Lorraine Burgess’s win over Cec Butcher was Nomads’ only success. 
 
Netts’ Patrick Gilbert could be said to have emulated Hedingham’s Mark Brown.  
Gilbert has been in the shadow of his two teammates for the past two seasons, just 
as Brown was at the start of his Hedingham career before climbing up to equal 
status. 
 



But against Hedingham it was Gilbert who recorded the best figures.  He beat both 
Brown and Graham Cannon while his colleagues registered only one win each. 
 
Notley C strengthened their hold on third place with an 8-2 win over Rayne F 
where Guy McKenzie and Gordon Fairchild were unbeaten. 
 
Notley E, who gained only 37 points in 16 matches in the league’s first phase last 
season, are already almost two-thirds of the way to that total this season after only 
five matches. 
 
Last week they drew with their D team.  Bruce Wickham and Helen Barnett won 
twice each but Adam Pitt was unbeatable for the D team. 
 
In division one, leaders Netts A garnered a further nine points against Rayne C.  
But they were given a jolt in the second set of the evening when Simon Fleming 
scored an excellent win over Nikki Kennard by the slightly curious scores of 7-11, 
11-8, 17-15, 2-11, 11-8. 
 
Third-placed Rayne A were taken close by Notley B, but that was largely because 
Steve Kerns was making one of his occasional appearances for the visitors. 
 
He won his three singles but Graham Farmer’s win over Alistair Hill – making his 
first appearance in the league for many years – was their only other success. 
 
Peter Hance had his first start of the season for Rayne B and it resulted in his 
side’s first win.  Hance was the only one to beat Keith Martin in the 8-2 win over 
Rayne D. 
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Jon Hill was in excellent form in the battle of the middlemen. 
 
Liberal A and Hill’s Rayne A are both in mid table in the Braintree Table Tennis 
League and Hill’s three singles helped them to a 6-4 win that keeps them in line for 
a third-place finish. 
 
He also won the doubles with Steve Pennell while Barry Pritchard took two singles 
for Liberal. 
 
It was a long evening.  Six of the ten sets went to five ends. 
 
Liberal’s B team were two points worse off in division two.  They only had two ticks 
in the wins column against Black Notley C but Dave Hardy can derive great 
satisfaction from depriving Guy McKenzie of his unbeaten record. 
 
He could get nowhere with Gordon Fairchild, and nor could anyone else. 
 
Leaders Rayne E had no compassion for Notley D and took all ten sets, nine of 
them in straight games. 
 
Division three had a series of whitewashes:  Rayne H 10 Notley F 0; Notley I 0 
White Lions B 10; and Rayne I 0 Rayne G 10. 
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Occasionally a player will have one of those nights, one when just about everything 
he tries comes off, the unclimbable is climbed and the unimaginable happens. 
 
It was such a night for Rayne F’s Brian How in the Braintree Table Tennis League 
when his team faced second division title contenders Sible Hedingham. 
 
Here was a man with three wins out of 15 this season facing three of the top 
players in the division.  Roy Hooper had lost only three out of 15, Mark Brown four 
and Graham Cannon five.   
 
Few people would have given How a chance.  By the end of the evening he had 
beaten all three. 
 
And there were no scrapes.  Cannon was dismissed in three straight games, 
Brown 11-4, 8-11, 11-6, 11-6 and Hooper 11-9, 14-12, 3-11, 11-4. 
 
Just to complete his evening, 63-year-old How, who returned to the game last 
season after a lengthy absence, coaxed Peter Taylor to a doubles win to bring his 
side four points that may prove valuable in the relegation stakes. 
 
Hedingham followed up with an 8-2 win over Liberal B – only a defeat at 14-12 in 
the fifth game prevented Dave Hardy from taking his three singles for Liberal – but 
the six points dropped over the two matches have left them four points adrift of 
Rayne E at the top. 
 
For the second match running Patrick Gilbert was Netts B’s top scorer in their 8-2 
win over Nomads.  Gilbert, in the shadow of his teammates up to this point, was 
the only one to defeat Kevin Saunders. 
 
In their next match, Nomads notched up their second win of the season, 6-4 over 
Black Notley D.   
 
After surviving on the knife edge with a squad of three, Nomads welcomed new 
signing Garry Fryatt, for many years on Bocking’s books.  He opened up with two 
wins, but like his two colleagues he could not get the better of Sean Clift. 
 
In division one, Notley A have a three-point lead at the top over Netts A after 9-1 
wins over Liberal A and Notley B and a 10-0 win over Rayne D. 
 
Particularly notable was Barry Pritchard’s win over Ian Hayden in the Liberal 
match. 
 
Netts meanwhile had a 10-0 success against Rayne B. 
 



The two White Lion teams continued on their winning way in division three.  The A 
team had an 8-2 win over Notley G while the B team beat Notley H 7-2 in a 2v2 
encounter. 
 
Rayne H have drawn level with Lions A at the top after gaining the extra point they 
needed to join them at the top.  Their 9-1 win came over Rayne I where new 
signing Brian Dixon took the I team’s one with a deuce-in-the-fifth win over Matt 
Millbank. 
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With the first phase of the season now halfway through, affairs in the Braintree 
Table Tennis League are beginning to take shape. 
 
The first division has become a two-horse race that will continue until the season 
has run its full course. 
 
Teams at the other end are striving to remain out of the bottom two places to avoid 
relegation to play-off group one during the season’s third phase. 
 
Last week’s scorecards were only relevant at the lower end where Rayne C and 
Rayne D look to be the threatened duo. 
 
Rayne C had two 8-2 defeats, at the hands of Black Notley B and Liberal A.  
Richard Whiteside and Simon Fleming won one each on both occasions but they 
were unable to overcome Notley’s Graham Farmer and Duncan Elloy or Liberal’s 
Robin Armstrong and Mike Johnston. 
 
Rayne D meanwhile were unable to overcome anyone at Rayne A. 
 
Rayne B are not entirely out of danger, and their three points against their A team 
will come in handy. 
 
Teams in division two have two things to aim for, the championship, awarded after 
the second phase, and a place in play-off group one, which will go to the top four 
teams. 
 
Sible Hedingham continue to lead the way.  They beat Notley E 8-2 and, in a game 
brought forward, Nomads 9-1.  Roy Hooper won six out of six. 
 
Rayne E hold on to second place but are looking over their shoulders at Notley C, 
much strengthened since Guy McKenzie’s arrival, who beat them 7-3. 
 
Notley showed their fighting spirit to get through this one.  Five games went the full 
distance and Notley won them all, three of them by two points in the fifth game.  
McKenzie, Gordon Fairchild and Brian Speller won two each. 
 
They also beat their own E team 8-2. 
 
Netts B, who flirted with relegation last season, showed again that they have no 
intention of doing so again and are in a strong fourth place.  
 
They beat Rayne F 8-2 and Notley D 9-1.  Luke Tennant and Ben Page were 
unbeaten on both occasions. 
 



But Rayne F have picked up their first win of the season.  They finished 6-4 ahead 
against a two-person Liberal B.  Ted Sims was to the fore with both his singles. 
 
There is an intriguing scrap at the top of division three to secure the two places 
available in play-off group two in the season’s second phase. 
 
Rayne H, who had a 10-0 win over Notley I, look good for one of them, but White 
Lions B are doing their best to ensure it is they and not their A team who take the 
other one. 
 
In a tight match, they beat their A team 6-4 with Clare Johnson again in sparkling 
form.   
 
Her three wins gave her 17 out of 18 at that point but she slipped up against Barry 
Mouser in the B team’s next match, against Rayne G.  Ironically she did get the 
better of Charles Wilkinson, the only other person to beat her this season, to help 
her side to another 6-4 win. 
 
Wilkinson won his three singles in Rayne G’s 7-3 win over Notley G but Notley G 
took revenge on Rayne’s I team with a 9-1 win in which Warren Baines and Mike 
Pitt were unbeaten. 
 
Notley F twice suffered at the hands of lower-ranked teams.  Having already lost to 
the club’s G team, they went down 8-2 to both the I team and the H team. 
 
Simon Pohl and Mike Smith for the I team and Keir Hughes and Alan Cook for the 
H team remained unbeaten. 
 
 



    DIVISION 1 
 
   P W D L A P 
 
B Notley A  7 6 1 0   8 62 
Netts A  7 6 1 0 11 59 
Rayne A  7 5 0 2 29 41 
Liberal A  7 3 0 4 38 32 
B Notley B  7 3 1 3 36 31 
Rayne B  7 1 1 5 47 23 
Rayne C  7 1 0 6 55 15 
Rayne D  7 1 0 6 56 14 
 
    DIVISION 2 
 
   P W D L A P 
 
S Hedingham 9 9 0 0 22 68 
Rayne E  8 6 0 2 22 58 
B Notley C  8 7 0 1 26 54 
Netts B  8 4 0 4 34 46 
B Notley E  7 2 2 3 42 28 
Liberal B  7 2 0 5 42 28 
B Notley D  8 1 1 6 53 27 
Nomads  9 2 1 6 64 26 
Rayne F  8 1 0 7 55 25 
 
         DIVISION 3 
 
   P W D L A P  
 
Rayne H  8 7 0 1 14 66 
W Lions B  8 8 0 0 19 60 
W Lions A  8 6 0 2 20 60 
Rayne G  8 4 0 4 39 41 
B Notley I  8 4 0 4 47 33 
B Notley G  9 3 0 6 47 33 
B Notley H  8 2 0 6 46 33 
Rayne I  8 1 0 7 68 12 
B Notley F  6 0 0 6 49 11 
 



Ron Fosker    28.11.10    table tennis 

White Lions A’s chances of finishing in the top two in division three of the Braintree 
Table Tennis League received two major blows within a week. 
 
First they struggled to overcome bottom team Black Notley F and then were 
crushed by the team at the other end of the table, Rayne H, 10-0. 
 
Notley F had amassed only 12 points from seven matches but that increased by 33 
per cent after their spirited showing against the erstwhile favourites for the title. 
 
Ian Wallace scored excellent wins over Stuart Ascott and Keith Perrins, son Matt 
Wallace also got the better of Perrins and the two of them combined to win the 
doubles to give themselves an unexpected four points. 
 
The only immovable object was, unusually, Steve Ascott.  His results have lagged 
behind his teammates so far this season but had he not been at his best the result 
would have been even more embarrassing. 
 
And things got no better five days later when Lions A travelled to league leaders 
Rayne H and found the strong line-up of Tom Elder, John Sanderson and Dawn 
Baldry waiting for them. 
 
The home team were in a merciless mood and took all ten singles. 
 
Lions’ B team showed their superiors how it should be done when they beat Notley 
F 9-1. 
 
Ian Wallace’s win over Steve Willis was the one that saved the whitewash, and in 
the process produced one of the highest scoring games since the 11-up rule was 
introduced eight years ago.  He clinched victory in four games, but only after being 
taken to 26-24 in that game. 
 
Rayne H dropped two points in their other match, against Notley H, but only after 
having to call in a reserve. 
 
The big match in division two was the clash between the top two, Sible Hedingham 
and Rayne E and there was success of sorts for Rayne who became the first team 
to stop their opponents from winning. 
 
They secured a draw by winning four of the last five sets of the evening, including 
Tony Hammond’s white-knuckle ride against Graham Cannon in which all five 
games were decided by two points, the final one at 16-14. 
 
Mark Brown was the one who held the leaders together.  He took his three games 
comfortably, two in straight games and one at 11-5 in the fourth. 
 



Notley C failed to make up any ground in third place when they were surprisingly 
held to a draw by a two-man Nomads.  Kevin Saunders won three and Garry Fryatt 
two for Nomads. 
 
Netts B moved to within four points of them with a 9-1 win over Liberal B. 
 
Dave Hardy took Liberal’s consolation set there and he won all three in his team’s 
7-3 defeat by Notley E. 
 
In division one, leaders Notley A made it 48 points out of a possible 50 with 
another 10-0 win, this time against Rayne B while Rayne’s C and D teams fought 
out a draw.  Ryan Pitt was unbeaten for the D team. 
 



Ron Fosker    5.12.10    table tennis 

A spirited performance by the longstanding warriors of Rayne A has narrowed an 
already narrow first division title race in the Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
Having lost 9-1 the previous week to Netts A, Rayne dug their heels in and took 
away four points from their encounter with Netts’ title rivals Black Notley A to bring 
the gap between the two teams down to just one point. 
 
Both Ian Whiteside and Steve Pennell were in excellent form for the former 
titleholders.  Both beat Ian Hayden and Trevor Carter. 

In Pennell’s case, both wins meant coming back from two games down.  He beat 
Hayden  9-11,2-11,11-7,11-6,11-6 and Carter 10-12,10-12,12-10, 11-5, 11-6. 

Notley were fortunate that the damage was not worse.  In the doubles, they came 
back from two games down to win, Peter Hayden had to fight back from two games 
to one down against Whiteside and Ian Hayden’s victory over Jon Hill came only 
after an almighty tussle 14-12, 5-11, 8-11, 11-7, 11-9.  
 
Notley can also be grateful that Hill was not in the form of the previous week when 
he scored an excellent win over Kevin Gowlett, the only set that Rayne managed to 
take off Netts. 
 
Rayne A remain on course to finish third.  Two of the teams on their heels came 
head to head and it was Notley B who greatly enhanced their chances with an 8-2 
win over a two-man Liberal A. 
 
Notley B followed that up with a 7-3 win over Rayne D where James Hicks won his 
three sets in straight games. 
 
When Rayne’s B and C teams faced each other in the first part of the season, it 
was the C team who took the honours 7-3.  This time round the B team gained full 
revenge with a 10-0 win.  Such are the vagaries of table tennis that Brian Cook 
won his three singles, all fairly comfortably, after failing to win any against the 
same three players in the first encounter. 
 
Last season Lyndon Griffiths had the best record of the Notley C players in division 
two.  But he has found his former teammates to be tough opposition now that he is 
in the D team.  He won only one set the first time the two teams met and one fewer 
than that the second time. 
 
The C team won 9-1 and it was Adam Pitt who picked up the only success with a 
victory over Tim Huxtable. 
 



It was 9-1 too in the Rayne E v F match.  Peter Taylor nicked the F team’s one with 
a deuce-in-the-fifth win over Cec Butcher, but Paul Wellington and Vicki Stredder 
did all that was asked of them. 
 
In division three, it was Tim Gowers’ turn to be in the spotlight with three singles for 
Rayne G in their 6-4 win over Notley F. 
 



Ron Fosker   12.12.10    table tennis 

 

A stunning performance by Nikki Kennard has established Netts A as the 
overwhelming favourites for this season’s Braintree Table Tennis League title. 
 
According to the form book, Kennard is firmly No.3 to regular teammates Paul 
Davison and Kevin Gowlett.  But she did not play anything like a No.3 against title 
rivals Black Notley A.   
 
Not only did she win her three singles while Davison and Gowlett won two each, 
but she became the first person this season to beat Peter Hayden, a feat she 
achieved by 11-9, 6-11, 11-9, 11-9. 
 
She beat Ian Hayden 11-5, 15-13, 11-13, 11-6 and Steve Northcott 7-11, 11-9, 11-
6, 11-5. 
 
Davison and Gowlett beat both Northcott and the older Hayden and won the 
doubles against the two Hayden. 
 
Hayden junior’s consolation for the loss of his record was the other two singles, 
which means he has now twice overcome Davison after losing fairly 
comprehensively in last year’s men’s singles final.  He had little trouble this time:  
11-7, 11-7, 11-7. 
 
Netts’ 8-2 win puts them four points behind Notley with a match in hand. 
 
For the first time this season, Sible Hedingham have been knocked off the top of 
division two.   
 
They had to work hard for their 7-3 win over lowly Black Notley D.  Adam Pitt had 
good wins over both Graham Cannon and Roy Hooper while Lyndon Griffiths beat 
Mark Brown. 
 
Rayne E take over at the top, one point clear, after their 10-0 win over Notley E, a 
match that was closer than the score suggests.   
 
Vicki Stredder’s win over Peter Foster came only at 11-9 in the fifth game after she 
had been two games to one down, and Tony Hammond also recovered from a 
game down to beat Helen Barnett 13-11 in the fifth. 
 
Barnett’s game against Stredder could easily have gone the other way too.  She 
led by two games to one and was only pipped at 11-9 in the fourth before Stredder 
settled to win the final end 11-5. 
 
White Lions B lost ground to Rayne H at the top of division three when they were 
restricted to a 7-3 win over Notley G while Rayne H beat Rayne G 8-2. 



 
Clare Johnson was unbeaten for Lions while Warren Baines had two good wins for 
Notley G. 
 
Vernon King won 3 in Notley I’s 6-4 win over Rayne I. 
 
After beating all three teams ranked above them in the first section of the 
programme, Notley I floundered the second time round against their H team.  
Three singles for John Breen led the H team to a 6-4 win. 
 



Ron Fosker    19.12.10    table tennis 

 

White Lions A’s hopes of capturing the runners-up spot in division three of the 
Braintree Table Tennis League have slipped further after two less than convincing 
performances. 
 
They dropped three points against mid-table Black Notley H and a surprise two 
points to bottom team Rayne I, leaving them five points adrift of their B team from 
one match more. 
 
Brian Dixon and Tim Townsend both scored excellent wins over Steve Ascott for 
Rayne I while John Breen and Keir Hughes did likewise for Notley H. 
 
Breen also got past Keith Perrins but Stuart Ascott held firm over five games to end 
Breen’s run of 12 successive wins. 
 
Lions B also faced Rayne I and showed their seniors how it should be done with a 
no-nonsense 10-0 victory. 
 
But they still have a long way to go to catch Rayne H, who have a 15-point lead, 
albeit from one more match. 
 
Their latest victory came at the expense of Notley G whom they beat 9-1.  Notley’s 
success was a good win for Warren Baines over fellow junior Ryan Sanderson. 
 
As well as taking three points from Lions A, Notley H also had two wins, 7-3 over 
Rayne G and 9-1 against Rayne I. 
 
Notley G’s juniors Baines and Oliver Hicks are quickly coming to terms with the 
demand of league table tennis and both remained unbeaten in their team’s 9-1 win 
over Notley F.  It was Hicks’ first treble in his short league career. 
 
In division two, Notley C’s hopes of challenging for one of the top two places were 
jolted by a draw with Netts B. 
 
Ben Page won three and Luke Tarrant two for Netts while Guy McKenzie picked up 
two for Notley. 
 
In the dogfight at the bottom, Rayne F helped their cause with a 7-3 win over 
Notley D, their third win in their last four matches after losing the first seven. 
 
They were helped this time by being able to call on Tom Elder, a third division 
player of at least top second division standard.  He won his three singles, dropping 
only one game in the process – an 11-5, 11-4, 12-14, 11-7 win over Lyndon 
Griffiths, who won his other two for Notley. 
 



Black Notley B continue to challenge Rayne A strongly for third place in division 
one and improved their position with a 7-3 win over Rayne’s B team. 
 
James Hicks was unbeaten for the fourth time in six matches this season. Graham 
Farmer won two and Laurie Sapiano one. 
 
Peter Hance won two for Rayne B. 
 
Rayne A meanwhile had a 10-0 win over their own C team. 
 



Ron Fosker    24.12.10   table tennis 

Much can yet happen, but as 2011 arrives, it is Netts A who look the most likely 
candidates to be crowned Braintree Table Tennis League champions by the end of 
the season. 
 
And a crucial December signing may give them that extra bit of stability to ensure 
the trophy heads back to their shelves where it last rested after the 2002-03 
season. 
 
Not that Paul Davison and Kevin Gowlett have had to wait that long.  They were in 
the Bocking team that won the title two years ago.   
 
They and Nikki Kennard have been responsible for taking the team to the top of the 
table and played in the team’s first nine matches. 
 
But few teams can exist with a squad of three players and the signing of former 
Bramston and Colne player John Cleasby should give them the strength in depth to 
ward off any unforeseen difficulties. 
 
Cleasby made his debut for the club, and his first appearance in the league for 
nearly 30 years, in their 10-0 win over Rayne D.   
 
He is a far more consistent performer now than he was in his first spell in the 
league, as he showed in winning his three singles comfortably.  
 
Netts have a six-point cushion over Black Notley A, the margin by which they beat 
them in their meeting at the beginning of December. 
 
Teams have been known to pull back from further behind than that and Notley, 
champions in 2006, 2008 and 2010, will hope to avoid dropping too many points on 
the way and then take aim at Netts in the third meeting between the two teams (the 
first finished in a draw) in the league’s third phase. 
 
That will come after the league has split, as it did last year, into a six-strong first 
division, two play-off groups and a consolation event.   
 
The first division winners will not be decided until after that segment while division 
two and three champions will be known by the end of January. 
 
Division two is proving more difficult to forecast than a white Christmas as Rayne E 
and Sible Hedingham head into 2011 neck and neck. 
 
Rayne have a two-point lead with five matches to play and as both teams have 
already played each other twice, it will be performances against the other teams in 
the division that will decide its fate. 
 



Hedingham, as in the past two years, have only three players – Mark Brown, 
Graham Cannon and Roy Hooper - and remain vulnerable to a flu epidemic or 
something similar, while Rayne can pick from a squad of five:  Cec Butcher, Tony 
Hammond, Mo Hardy, Vicki Stredder and Paul Wellington. 
 
Division three has echoes of last season when White Lions B embarrassed their A 
team by finishing above them to gain a place in play-off group two while the A team 
had to contest the Consolation Trophy. 
 
The same looks likely to happen this year except that the two teams have swapped 
identities.  Last year it was the then B team of Steve and Stuart Ascott and Keith 
Perrins who triumphed. 
 
They consequently earned the right to become the A team, but this year they are 
languishing behind last year’s A team of Clare Johnson, Adam Purslow and Steve 
Willis. 
 
A burst of form and hitherto unsuspected consistency by Johnson has been the 
telling factor.  Last season in the same division she won barely 50 per cent of her 
sets (19 out of 37).  This year she has bounded forward with 28 out of 30. 
 
Lions B look likely to earn a play-off place but trail Rayne H in pursuit of the title. 
 
Tom Elder continues to potter well below his standard in division three but this year 
has been joined by a collection of strong teammates, John and Ryan Sanderson, 
Matt Millbank and new signing Dawn Baldry. 
 
Elder missed five matches in a row earlier in the season but his team coped 
without him and now he is back in action it is difficult to see them losing the lead 
they have built up. 
 
 



DIVISION 1 
 Played Won Drawn Lost Against For 
Netts A 10 9 1 0 14 86 
BNCA TTC A 10 8 1 1 20 80 
Rayne A 10 6 0 4 44 56 
BNCA TTC B 10 6 1 3 44 53 * 
Rayne B 10 2 1 7 64 36 
Liberal A 8 3 0 5 46 34 
Rayne D 10 1 1 8 78 22 
Rayne C 10 1 1 8 80 20 

* indicates 3 points deducted for late scorecards 

 
 
DIVISION 2 
 Played Won Drawn Lost Against For 
Rayne E 11 8 1 2 28 82 
Sible Hed. 11 10 1 0 30 80 
BNCA TTC C 11 8 2 1 37 73 
NETTS B 10 5 1 4 40 60 
Rayne F 11 3 0 8 70 40 
BNCA TTC E 10 3 2 5 62 38 
BNCA TTC D 11 1 1 9 76 34 
Liberal B 9 2 0 7 58 32 
Nomads 10 2 2 6 69 32 

 
 
DIVISION 3 
 Played Won Drawn Lost Against For 
Rayne H 12 11 0 1 19 101 
White Lion B 11 11 0 0 23 86 
White Lion A 12 9 0 3 39 78 * 
BNCA TTC H 13 5 0 8 69 60 
Rayne G 12 5 1 6 63 57 
BNCA TTC G 11 4 0 7 64 46 
BNCA TTC I 10 5 0 5 57 43 
BNCA TTC F 11 0 1 10 84 26 
Rayne I 12 1 0 11 101 19 

* indicates 3 points deducted for late scorecards 

 



Ron Fosker   31.12.10   table tennis 

 

What looked like a smooth ride to the finishing line has suddenly turned bumpy for 
the top two teams in division two of the Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
In the space of a week, Sible Hedingham lost their unbeaten record and league 
leaders Rayne E were beaten by the division’s bottom team. 
 
After ten wins and a draw in their 11 matches, Hedingham’s run was brought to an 
end by third-placed Black Notley C 7-3. 
 
It was a fine team performance by Notley and also a personal triumph for Gordon 
Fairchild.  Beaten by all three Hedingham players in the first meeting between the 
teams, he turned the tables completely and remained unbeaten this time. 
 
And this was while playing in two matches at once.  With the A team one player 
short, he was called on to help them out on an adjacent table in a division one 
match – where he won twice. 
 
In the Hedingham match, only Roy Hooper stretched him to four games.  Graham 
Cannon and Mark Brown were beaten in three. 
 
Guy McKenzie weighed in with two singles and Bryan Speller one.  The three 
Hedingham players won one singles each. 
 
Rayne E’s downfall came in a tightly fought encounter against Nomads.   
 
Boosted by the inclusion for only the second time of new signing Garry Fryatt, 
Nomads recovered from a 3-1 deficit to take the match 6-4. 
 
Fryatt won twice, but it was Kevin Saunders who was the star of the evening, 
winning all his sets. 
 
Six of the sets went the full five games.  Nomads took four of those, but the closest 
of the evening went to Rayne – Tony Hammond’s win over Fryatt at 15-13 in the 
decider. 
 
Earlier Rayne E had taken eight points against a two-person Netts B.  Vicki 
Stredder won both her singles. 
 
Nomads had mixed success in their other matches.  They beat Notley E 8-2 but 
then lost by the same score to Rayne F. 
 
Saunders again won his three singles against Notley E but it was former league 
secretary Alan McEwan who almost stole the show.  Called up as a reserve for his 
division two debut, he won Notley’s two singles. 



 
There was only one win for Saunders the following evening as Ted Sims and Brian 
How ran through the whole team and Peter Taylor won twice to bring Rayne F an 
excellent eight points. 
 
Nomads’ rush of points has led to Liberal B slipping to the bottom.   
 
Holidays, injuries and other commitments have hit them hard and they once again 
had only two players for their match against Notley D.  Dave Hardy took his three 
singles but Notley held on for a 6-4 win. 
 
In division one, leaders Netts A took all ten sets against Notley B, but it was an 
evening that got more difficult for them as it went on. 
 
After taking the first six sets in either three or four games, they were stretched to 
five in three out of the last four, none tighter than the final set of the evening in 
which men’s singles champion Paul Davison just scraped home 11-9 in the fifth 
against James Hicks. 
 
Second-placed Notley A dropped only one set against Rayne C.  This was the 
match mentioned above that had Gordon Fairchild running from table to table.  He 
won twice but missed out at 11-7 in the fifth against Richard Whiteside. 
 
In division three, White Lions B’s apparently comfortable passage to play-off group 
two was given a bit of a shake when they could only muster seven sets against a 
two-person Notley F, the second-from-bottom team. 
 
Ian Wallace won twice and son Matt once for Notley but Clare Johnson, as is her 
wont this season, remained unbeaten. 
 
Notley’s I team took three sets to five games but otherwise had nothing to show for 
their efforts against Rayne G. 
 



Ron Fosker    9.1.11    table tennis 

After struggling uphill all season, Black Notley F have finally broken their duck in 
the Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
There were signs of things to come when they ended their run of ten successive 
defeats by drawing against Rayne G.  But a greater triumph came against Rayne’s 
I team – a comprehensive 9-1 win. 
 
Ian Wallace, who has won more than two-thirds of his sets this season, was again 
in unbeatable form, but he was joined this time by his 14-year-old son Matt who 
won his three singles for the first time. 
 
And Zach Harrington, 15, also illustrated his improvement during the season.  He 
had only won two out of 18 so far, but doubled that total in this match. 
 
Rayne I’s one success was also a landmark.  Ernst Midl, new to competitive table 
tennis this season but a super-veteran rather than a raw junior, recorded the first 
victory of his career when he overcame Harrington in four games. 
 
Notley F were less successful in their next match but that was of little surprise as 
they came up against league leaders Rayne H who maintained their lead at the top 
with a 9-1 win. Matt Wallace got the better of Matt Millbank for his side’s sole 
victory. 
 
Second-placed White Lions B kept in touch with a 9-1 win of their own over Notley 
I. 
 
The surprise here was that it was Clare Johnson who suffered Lions’ one defeat, 
only her third reverse of the season. 
 
In division two, Notley C kept up the pressure on the top two with a 7-3 win over 
Rayne F.  Gordon Fairchild was unbeaten for the sixth time in his past nine 
matches. 
 
Notley E greatly strengthened their chances of finishing above their own D team by 
beating them 7-3.  Keith Flowers won his three singles and Peter Foster and Bruce 
Wickham two each. 
 
In division one, leaders Netts A had little mercy on bottom team Rayne C and were 
only twice stretched beyond three games in beating them 10-0. 
 
Liberal A recorded two wins to improve their position.  They beat Rayne D 8-2 and 
then registered a hard fought 6-4 win over Rayne B.  Barry Pritchard and Mike 
Johnson won five out of six. 
 



Ron Fosker    16.1.11    table tennis 

Netts A’s march on the Braintree Table Tennis League title continues apace after 
they racked up an impressive fifth successive 10-0 victory. 
 
They have now played the other seven teams in the division twice and go into the 
final third of the programme, in which only the top six teams compete, with a 
healthy lead of 29 points over Black Notley A, albeit from two more matches. 
 
Their most recent successes came on consecutive days.  They beat Liberal A one 
day and Rayne B the next. 
 
They were not stretched beyond four games in the Liberal match, but Rayne B 
managed to extend two sets to the full five games.  The doubles was won 11-7 in 
the fifth and the closest Netts came to defeat was John Cleasby’s hard fought win 
against Brian Riedling. 
 
Riedling won the first two games, but Cleasby just held on to win 9-11, 7-11, 12-10, 
11-6, 11-9. 
 
Notley A on the other hand encountered a major stumbling block in the shape of 
Steve Kerns when they took on their own B team. 
 
The former men’s singles champion has lost only a handful of sets over the past 
ten years or so and was too strong for both Steve Northcott and Ian Hayden.  But 
Peter Hayden knuckled down to the task and despite falling 2-0 behind, clawed his 
way through 7-11, 7-11, 11-6, 11-4, 11-8 to help his side to an 8-2 win. 
 
Rayne A consolidated their third place with an 8-2 win over Liberal A in which both 
Ian Whiteside and Jon Hill were unbeaten. 
 
In division two, Netts B look good for a fourth place finish after two wins.  They beat 
Nomads 6-4 and two days later overcame Notley E 9-1. 
 
Patrick Gilbert won six out of six. 
 
Earlier Notley E had taken six points off Liberal B, with Keith Flowers unbeaten. 
 
In division three, Warren Baines did as much as he could for Notley G against their 
I team but his three singles, plus the doubles with father Steve, were all his side 
had to show for their efforts. 
 
Rayne I had rather less to show against their G team.  They did have some 
satisfaction in stretching three of the sets to five games, but the G team won them 
all. 
 



Ron Fosker    23.1.11    table tennis 

Two 10-0 victories have given Rayne H the division three title in the Braintree 
Table Tennis League. 
 
It’s a title they have long looked like winning.  They have led the table more or less 
from the start of the season and after a blip when they lost to White Lions B, they 
have stepped up their game and cruised home. 
 
In the ten matches they have played since that defeat, they have won 93 sets to 
seven. 
 
The two 10-0 wins came against Rayne I and Black Notley I and in neither were 
they required to break sweat.  All sets were won in straight games against Rayne 
and although Vernon King stretched two to four games, everything else went 
smoothly against Notley. 
 
John and Ryan Sanderson played in both matches and for John it was his fifth 
consecutive unbeaten outing. 
 
White Lions A kept up the pressure on their own B team for the runners-up spot 
with wins of 9-1 over Notley G and 7-3 against Rayne G.  
 
The win against Rayne G represented a remarkable comeback.  They started by 
losing the first three sets as each Lions player lost to a different Rayne player.  But 
then they got their act together and won the rest. 
 
Rayne G’s players, Charles Wilkinson, Geoff Long and Tim Gowers, won two each 
in their 6-4 win over Notley G, but none of them could find a way past Warren 
Baines. 
 
In division two, Sible Hedingham pulled three points closer to Rayne E at the top 
after a 9-1 win over Liberal B while Rayne managed only 6-4 over Notley D. 
 
Dave Hardy picked up Liberal’s point with a victory over Roy Hooper in the final set 
of the evening while Lyndon Griffiths stood in the way of Rayne E’s progress by 
winning all three for Notley D. 
 
Liberal B have signed Chelmsford and Burnham league player Gareth Davies to 
help them out of their player availability problems and he showed in his first outing 
that he will do a little more than that. 
 
Facing the far from negligible Notley C line-up, he won his three singles, the only 
three that Notley dropped. 
 
In division one, Notley B scored a 7-3 win over Rayne C with both Graham Farmer 
and James Hicks unbeaten. 



 
Players are reminded that entries for the individual tournament are due in by 
February 6. 
 
For the first time, the finals will be held on the Sunday evening of the tournament, 
February 27, instead of having a separate finals night. 
 



Ron Fosker    30.1.11   table tennis 

After a nip and tuck race with Rayne E, it is Sible Hedingham who have been 
crowned division two champions in the Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
It is a one-place improvement on last season and, following their success in 
division three the previous year, it means they have finished in the top two in each 
of their three seasons in the league. 
 
Last season they finished 18 points adrift of a different Rayne E team.  This year 
they ended up just one point ahead. 
 
They had a couple of hiccups in the final straight when Graham Cannon had to pull 
out of the Black Notley E match after only one singles and they then took on Netts 
B with only two players. 
 
Rayne E, though, had difficulties of their own when they ran into Liberal B’s new 
signing Gareth Davies. 
 
Signed on to avoid the team having to drop out of the league, Davies has proved a 
major boost to his side and has won all eleven sets he has played. 
 
Three of those were against Rayne E in the 5-5 draw that finished their season. 
 
Earlier Rayne had beaten third-placed Notley C 7-3 with the help of an unbeaten 
evening by Mo Hardy.  It ended Notley’s 11-match unbeaten run. 
 
Hedingham’s match against Netts B not only included three walkovers but wins for 
Luke Tarrant and Patrick Gilbert over Roy Hooper and for Ben Page over Mark 
Brown. 
 
A doubles win reduced the damage to a 6-4 defeat. 
 
Notley C’s 10-0 win over their own E team leaves them in a strong third place and 
Netts B, who also beat Rayne F 10-0 and Notley D 7-3, will complete the quartet of 
teams who will join the bottom two teams in division one – Raynes C and D – to 
form play-off group 1 in the second phase of the season. 
 
The remaining five teams – Liberal B, Notley E, Nomads, Notley D and Rayne F – 
will be joined in play-off group 2 by division three champions Rayne H and White 
Lions B, who clinched the runners-up place when they took five points from their 
own A team.  
 
Stuart Ascott took his three singles for the A team but they had fallen too far behind 
their clubmates. 
 



Lions B had earlier beaten Notley H 7-3 to make it 14 wins out of 14 before the 
draw ended that sequence. 
 
Worse was to come, though, when they travelled to runaway league leaders Rayne 
H and crumpled 10-0. 
 
Lions A meanwhile beat Notley I 7-3, a match that included an excellent win for 
Vernon King over Stuart Ascott. 
 
Other results:  Division two:  Nomads 4 (three singles for Kevin Saunders) Notley D 
6; Rayne F 2 Liberal B 8; Liberal B 9 Nomads 1.  Division three:  Notley F 5 Notley 
I 5 (three for Simon Pohl); Notley F 8 Notley H 2 (only the F team’s second win of 
the season); Notley G 8 Rayne I 2 and Notley H 4 Notley G 6 (Warren Baines 
unbeaten in both matches). 
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The Black Notley club have stamped their mark on the Braintree Table Tennis 
League handicap cup competition by getting three of their teams through to the 
semi finals. 
 
The C, G and I teams will compete against Netts B in April for a place in the final. 
 
In the quarter finals, the I team brought off the result of the round when they beat 
White Lions B, last year’s winners and finalists for the previous two years. 
 
And they did so with only two players. 
 
They were only able to field Vernon King and Mike Smith but that was enough.  
King won all three and Smith two to give them a 5-4 victory. 
 
They received handicaps of either three or four points in each game (-2 or -3 v 1) 
and made full use of the advantage although they were stretched to either four or 
five games in five of the six sets. 
 
Steve Willis grabbed Lions’ only success with a 3-11, 12-10, 11-9, 15-13 win over 
Smith. 
 
Notley C had a close fight with their own D team before scraping through at 11-8 in 
the fifth game of the final set, and that after being pulled back from 4-1 to 4-4. 
 
In a set played off scratch Gordon Fairchild won the clincher after coming back 
from 2-1 down against Lyndon Griffiths. 
 
Helen Barnett and Tim Huxtable shared the other four equally between them. 
 
Notley’s G and F teams also played each other but the G team had an easier 7-2 
passage through to the next round. 
 
Declan Baines, son of Steve and older brother of Warren, had an unbeaten debut. 
 
Netts B had the easiest passage of all, a 9-0 win over league champions Notley A. 
 
In their case, of course, the handicaps were massive and they took most of the 
sets in straight games. 
 
In the earlier round it was Notley F who had had the closest scrap, a 5-4 win over 
Rayne H. 
 
In a match in which five sets went the full distance, Declan Baines was again their 
mainstay.  He took his three singles including the vital one when the score was 4-4. 
 



Netts B had a 7-2 win over a two-man Notley E (Luke Tarrant unbeaten) while 
Notley G beat Notley H 6-3 and Notley D had an 8-1 win over Sible Hedingham. 
 
In the league division one, Notley A caught up on their fixtures with wins of 9-1 
against Liberal A and 10-0 over Rayne D. 
 
Rayne A fielded both Dean Andrews and Steve Elmes for the first time this season. 
 
Andrews, recuperating after a shoulder operation, started gently but managed one 
win in his team’s 8-2 victory over Rayne D while Elmes won his three singles in the 
7-3 win over Rayne B. 
 
Rayne’s D and B teams played out a draw while Liberal A overcame Rayne C 8-2. 
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Two local clubs have won awards at the English Table Tennis Association’s 
coaching, volunteer and club awards 2011. 

Netts, based at Earls Colne, won the Eastern region Premier Club award at 
excellence level while Black Notley Community Association were the winners in the 
premier clubmark category. 

The awards were given in recognition of the good work the clubs have been doing 
to promote table tennis and help the sport to grow in the area.  

Notley club chairman Lyndon Griffiths said:  “This is excellent news. I would like to 
thank all the volunteers at the club who through their hard work, particularly for the 
joint club and league Sunday coaching, have helped us achieve this recognition.”  

Netts’ Brian Davison said:  “We’re very pleased that our efforts have been 
recognised, particularly on the coaching side where we’ve been very active.” 

Netts B and Rayne F have started strongly in the Braintree League restricted 
knockout cup, which is this year being run on a round robin basis. 

Netts B have opened with two wins and Rayne F three out of three. 

Rayne F had a 7-2 win over Black Notley H and 9-0 wins over Notley F and Rayne 
I.   

Ted Sims remained unbeaten while Peter Taylor and Brian How lost one each, 
Taylor to Alan McEwan and How to John Breen. 

Netts B’s wins have been equally convincing, 9-0 over Notley E and 8-1 against 
Rayne G where Charles Wilkinson took the one singles with a win over new 
signing Joe Nourse. 

In a tough group, Rayne G also lost their other two matches, 6-3 to White Lions B 
and 7-2 to Notley E. 

Wilkinson won both his singles against White Lions and was to the fore again 
against Notley E with an excellent win over Keith Flowers. 

Bruce Wickham won all his singles and doubles for Notley E, including an 11-7. 11-
9, 11-1 win over Wilkinson. 

Notley G had one win and one defeat.  They beat their own I team 6-3 but lost 7-2 
to White Lions A. 



Rayne I were on the end of 8-1 defeats to both Notley H and Notley F while the 
closest match of the round was Notley F’s 5-4 win over their H team. 

The F team made it hard for themselves by losing all three doubles but Zach 
Harrington and Ian Wallace each took two singles to lead them to victory. 

In the team knockout cup Rayne D started with two wins, 5-4 over Notley B and 8-1 
over Notley C.  Ryan Pitt was unbeaten in both but in the Notley B match was 
stretched to 11-9 in the fifth game by Laurie Sapiano and 15-13 in the fifth by Rob 
Stannard. 

League leaders Netts A started with a comfortable 9-0 win over Notley C who also 
lost to Notley B 6-3 while Rayne C beat their E team 6-3 despite two wins from the 
E team’s Paul Wellington. 
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Paul Davison enters this weekend’s Braintree Table Tennis League’s individual 
championships with a chance to become only the third player in the league’s history to win 
the men’s singles four years in a row. 
 
Only Peter Ogilvie (1953-56) and Steve Dettmar (1997-2000) have achieved the feat so far 
and to join them Davison will have to overcome some stiff opposition at the tournament 
which for the first time does not have a separate finals night.   
 
The finals will be played on Sunday evening, immediately after the preliminary rounds. 
 
In last season’s final, Davison beat three-time champion Peter Hayden (1992, 1994, 
2007), who never reached the standard of which he is capable. 
 
Hayden will be the main stumbling block in Davison’s quest for the record-equalling title 
this year.  The Black Notley man, seeded at two, has been in good form this year and has 
lost only once in the league.   
 
Pertinently, he has twice got the better of Davison. 
 
If either of them dips below form, potential danger lurks in the semi finals in the shape of 
Steve Kerns, another player with three singles wins behind him (2002, 2003 and 2005) 
and Kevin Gowlett, finalist in 2006 and capable of troubling anyone when he is on his 
game. 
 
Davison and Gowlett will team up to defend the men’s doubles title they have won for the 
past two years.  Hayden could be on the other side of the net again in the final of this 
event.  He and his brother Ian, beaten finalists last year and winners in 2007, are the 
second seeds. 
 
For the first time for five years, the league will have a ladies’ singles final.   
 
Vicki Stredder, who has returned to the league this year after taking time out to 
concentrate on her maths degree, will face newcomer Dawn Baldry, from South Woodham 
Ferrers and a regular in the Rayne H side, convincing winners of the division three title. 
 
Two female entrants ensures a return also for the mixed doubles in which Stredder will be 
partnered by Jon Hill, winner of the event with Elaine Sayer in 2000 and 2001, and Baldry 
will be joined by Tom Elder whose first appearance on finals night was in 1965 when he 
won the men’s doubles with Fred Sheldrake. 
 
The top two seeds in the veterans’ singles were yet to reach their first birthday in February 
1965.  Peter Hayden will be aiming for his fourth win in five years in the event while Kerns, 
who lost to Hayden in the 2008 final, will be hoping to recapture the title he won in 2005. 
 
The top seeds in the junior boys’ singles, and the cadets’ singles, were born within two 
months of each other in 1996.  Ben Page is the top seed by virtue of his better singles 
record for Netts B but there have been a number of occasions when Patrick Gilbert has 
outscored him on the night, and a closely fought battle can be anticipated. 
 



Elder is seeded at one in the restricted singles where most eyes will be on the No. 2 seed, 
Notley C’s new signing Guy McKenzie, who has been beaten only seven times in 32 
outings in division two. 
 
Stredder and Roy Hooper are potential hurdles at the semi final stage. 
 
The finals, at Black Notley Community Association, are scheduled to begin at 5.30 on 
Sunday. 

 



Ron Fosker   27.2.11   table tennis 

Peter Hayden grabbed his fourth men’s singles title in the Braintree Table Tennis 
League individual championships at Black Notley at the weekend after his main 
rival Paul Davison made a shock exit in the preliminary stages. 
 
Davison, who had won the title for the last three years, failed to emerge from the 
first set of matches after losing twice in his group, first to James Hicks and then to 
Steve Northcott. 
 
It left the way clear for Hayden to recapture the title he last won in 2007. 
 
The final pitted him against old rival Steve Kerns whom he had beaten earlier in the 
evening 11-8, 11-5, 11-4 in the veterans’ singles final when Kerns had never really 
got going. 
 
The men’s final was a classier affair.  Kerns brought out a far more positive 
approach, pitching his power and speed about the table against Hayden’s touch 
and speed of reaction. 
 
Both players brought off a number of excellent shots as the match ebbed and 
flowed. 
 
The first game carried on from where the veterans’ final had left off with Hayden in 
charge at 11-6.  But Kerns discovered a bit of what had been missing from that 
point on, stretched the second to 12-10, won the third and had opportunities to take 
the fourth before Hayden clinched it at 12-10. 
 
Kerns came even closer to success in the men’s doubles final when he and James 
Hicks missed out at 11-9 in the fifth game against reigning champions Davison and 
Kevin Gowlett. 
 
Gowlett, like Kerns, is never at his best on finals night and finished a distant 
second in his men’s singles semi final against Hayden earlier in the evening.  But 
he began to get his shots on in the doubles final while his partner continued his 
elusive search for some form. 
 
Then he found it – just at the crucial moment. 
 
Hicks and Kerns appeared to be in the driving seat when they won the fourth game 
11-5 and took a healthy lead in the deciding end.   
 
At 8-4 up, the title looked to be theirs, but then the old Davison appeared on the 
scene, crashing home some superb winners to level the score at 8-8.  He and 
Gowlett then lost only one more point to retain their title. 
 



The other main event of the evening was the ladies’ singles, as it normally is on 
occasions like this, but has not been in Braintree for five years. 
 
Thanks to Vicki Stredder and Dawn Baldry, the league were able to stage a final 
this year and it produced some high quality play. 
 
Stredder was in control throughout but Baldry got in some strong hits of her own 
and contributed much to the event.  Stredder’s greater fluency, power and control 
gave her the upper hand, however, as she eased to an 11-4, 11-0, 11-6 win. 
 
There was a second title for Stredder and she and Jon Hill annexed the mixed 
doubles, also being held for the first time for five years. 
 
Baldry again brought off some strong winners while partner Tom Elder was his 
ever reliable steadying influence. 
 
They opened up a healthy lead in the first game but were gradually pegged back 
and as Hill began to get more and more of his loops on, the game drifted away 
from them 11-8, 11-4, 12-10. 
 
Elder and Stredder faced each other again in the restricted singles final and this 
time the winner’s trophy ended in Elder’s hands. 
 
His greater reliability and experience were the crucial factors as he wore down his 
opponent then nipped in with some flat hits to take the title 11-8, 11-9, 11-4. 
 
Netts B teammates Ben Page and Patrick Gilbert faced each other twice in finals 
and ended up with one trophy each.  Gilbert took the cadets singles on the 
Saturday but Page gained his revenge on the big stage when he won the junior 
boys’ final. 
 
It was a somewhat canny game as both know each other’s game inside out.  Both 
players produced strong shots on both wings but it was Page’s ability to hold it 
together at the vital moments that brought him the title as he held on to win at 
deuce in both the first two games before taking the third more comfortably. 
 
Hill was denied a second title when he failed to overcome the unorthodox penhold 
style of Mike Johnston in the division one singles. 
 
Despite losing to Hill on the two occasions they have met in the league this 
season, it was Johnson who was the more confident and positive of the two as he 
denied Hill the opportunity to open up his usual fluent game.  Instead, he got in 
some powerful hits of his own to take the title. 
 
Roy Hooper, winner of the restricted singles last year and the division three singles 
the year before, added the division two singles to his roster with a win over Tim 
Huxtable. 
 



In a game with some excellent long rallies Hooper’s patience was the telling factor 
against some varied play from his opponent’s mixed rubbers. 
 
Patience also worked for Charles Wilkinson in the division three singles where he 
faced his teammate Tim Gowers.  The two slugged it out up to deuce in the fifth 
end with Gowers’ stronger forehand cancelling out his opponent’s backhand-
oriented game.  But Wilkinson did just enough to win at 12-10 in the fifth. 
 



Ron Fosker    6.3.11    table tennis 

Promoted teams put in a good showing in the first week of the play-off phase of the 
Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
In the cases where the teams were in different divisions at the start of the season, 
there were two wins for the lower placed teams and only one win for the originally 
higher placed outfit. 
 
Black Notley C’s performance deserves pride of place.  Third in division two at the 
end of phase one, they faced the former division one Rayne C and thumped them 
9-1.   
 
It was a complete turnaround from their last meetings, at the beginning of last 
season, when Rayne won 9-1 and 7-3. 
 
This time Gordon Fairchild, who won only one out of three last time, was unbeaten, 
and Tim Huxtable, who played in both last season’s matches without any success, 
this time won twice. 
 
Guy McKenzie added his three and it was left to Phil Wade to grind out Rayne’s 
only success after a protracted battle with Huxtable that ended 11-6 in his favour in 
the fifth game. 
 
In the other match in play-off group one, Netts B, fourth in division two, held 
second-placed Rayne E to a draw.  That too represented an improvement as they 
lost 7-3 and 8-2 earlier in the season. 
 
Ben Page and Patrick Gilbert, who won one each in the previous two encounters, 
both doubled their tally this time. 
 
The other successful promoted team evoked few raised eyebrows.  Rayne H 
dominated division three and in the higher sphere, now as Rayne G, they opened 
their account with a 7-3 win against Notley D. 
 
John Sanderson set the scene with a good win over Lyndon Griffiths in the opening 
set.  He and son Ryan also beat reserve Keith Flowers while new restricted singles 
champion Tom Elder carried on where he left off with an unbeaten evening. 
 
Back with his own Notley E team, Flowers won twice against Liberal B, but three 
wins from Gareth Davies ensured that Liberal took the match 7-3. 
 
White Lions A (previously B) had a less successful baptism at the higher level.  
They took five sets to a fifth end and lost one of those at 14-12, three at 11-8 and 
one at 11-7.  But they could not break through and Nomads took all ten points. 
 



In the consolation trophy, Black Notley’s G and I teams both started with 7-3 wins, 
the G team over Rayne I and the I team against Rayne H.  Warren Baines won his 
three singles for the G team and Simon Pohl for the I team. 
 
In the first division, now pared down to six teams, Notley B and Rayne A opened 
with a draw.   
 
Steve Kerns won three and James Hicks two but it was their failure as a doubles 
combination that let the win slip away.  Steve Pennell and Jon Hill just pipped them 
at 14-12 in the fifth. 
 
In the other match in the top division, Liberal A proved to be 9-1 better than Rayne 
B.  Barry Pritchard and Mike Johnston were unbeaten for Liberal while Peter 
Hance pinched the one for Rayne with a win over Robin Armstrong. 
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Two players at the opposite end of the experience scale have been honoured by 
the Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
The most promising boy title was awarded to 14-year-old Ryan Sanderson. 
 
Ryan only took up the game competitively in the middle of last season but began to 
win games immediately and this season he improved to become one of the top 
players in division three. 
 
His 23 wins in 27 sets was a major factor in Rayne H winning the division. 
 
Robin Armstrong celebrated his 14th birthday some time ago.  He has been given 
this year’s Martin Bawden trophy for service or achievement. 
 
Armstrong has been the league’s coaching officer for the past eight years and has 
helped both the league and his club, Liberal, behind the scenes for a number of 
years.   
 
This season he has also stepped in to help out with the league’s Essex League 
fixtures. 
 
He was not, however, able to match it with success on the table.  Liberal took three 
singles from their match with Black Notley A, two from Barry Pritchard and one by 
Mike Johnston. 
 
Pritchard’s win over Ian Hayden, a notable victory in itself, also marked the 
season’s closest set.  It ended at 23-21 in the fifth game. 
 
Two Rayne teams had a close fight in play-off division one before the D team 
pulled home 6-4 against the C team.  Ryan Pitt was unbeaten for the D team. 
 
Rayne’s E team also notched up a win, 7-3 over Notley C.  Vicki Stredder and Paul 
Wellington led the way with unbeaten hands. 
 
Division two champions Sible Hedingham began their quest for a place in next 
year’s top division with a 7-3 win over Netts B.   
 
Roy Hooper was unbeaten, although he was stretched to the limit by Luke Tarrant 
in a set that finished 5-11, 14-12, 11-6, 18-20, 12-10. 
 
Division three champions Rayne G continued their successful start to life in the 
play-off group by notching up their second win, 10-0 over a two-man White Lions. 
 



Liberal B also won for a second time, 8-2 over Rayne F, while Notley D recovered 
from a first-week defeat to record their first win by the same score against their 
own E team.   
 
Gareth Davies was unbeaten for Liberal and Sean Clift for Notley D. 
 
New division three singles champion Tim Gowers was to the fore in Rayne H’s 6-4 
defeat of Notley H.  He won his three singles and partnered Geoff Long to a 
doubles win. 
 
In the battle of two of the league’s top cadets, Matt Wallace will be pleased with his 
win over Warren Baines in the Notley F v G match.  He came back from two games 
down to win 11-8 in the fifth.   
 
It was the final set of the evening and ensured an even division of the points. 
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Black Notley’s Zach Harrington has been given this season’s coaching award by 
the Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
Harrington, 16, only took up the game competitively in September but has made 
major strides during the season. 
 
He started, as most players do, with a series of matches in which he failed to win a 
set but once he started winning, his progress has been steady.  He went from one 
win in his fifth match in division three to two in four of his next five, the only 
exception being against the runaway league leaders Rayne H. 
 
And in his last match he won his three singles for the first time. 
 
It was not only his progress but also his dedication at coaching that won him the 
award.  He was a unanimous choice among the league’s coaches, one of whom 
described him as ‘the keenest young player I’ve ever come across.’ 
 
It was in Notley F’s 9-1 win over Rayne I in the consolation trophy last week that 
Harrington registered his first full house.  He was joined by Ian Wallace while Tim 
Townsend grabbed Rayne’s point with a win over Nguyen Tran. 
 
Vernon King and Mike Smith were unbeaten in Notley I’s 7-3 win over their own H 
team while Charles Wilkinson and Barry Mouser’s records were similarly 
unblemished in Rayne G’s 8-2 win over Rayne I. 
 
Apologies are due to Wilkinson and his colleague Tim Gowers for turning round the 
result of the division three singles in last week’s column.  It was Wilkinson who won 
the title with a win over Gowers at 12-10 in the fifth game. 
 
In play-off group two, Rayne G continued to prove their right to be in a higher 
sphere by winning their third match in a row, 8-2 over Notley E. 
 
Ryan Sanderson justified the league’s decision to give him the most promising boy 
award last month by winning his three singles for the first time at the higher level. 
 
Liberal B’s Gareth Davies has lost his unbeaten record in his seventh match in the 
league.  He joined Liberal in January at a time when they were in danger of 
dropping out and had remained unbeaten until he came across Nomads’ Kevin 
Saunders. 
 
In a set fitting the occasion, Saunders prevailed by 12-14, 11-3, 4-11, 12-10, 11-8. 
 
Barrie Applegate also scored a good win over Dave Hardy as Nomads held their 
opponents to a draw. 
 



Rayne C, who advanced from being Rayne E last season, proved their right still to 
be ranked above this season’s E team when they beat them 7-3 in play-off group 
one. 
 
Phil Wade, who had been going through something of a barren patch, rediscovered 
his form to take all three singles. 
 
Sible Hedingham won their second match in the competition by the same score as 
the first, 7-3 against Notley C.  As in the first match it was Roy Hooper who led the 
way with an unbeaten evening. 
 
In division one Rayne won the battle of the B teams when they beat Notley’s 
second string 8-2.  Brian Riedling and Peter Hance were unbeaten. 
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After an eight-year gap, the Braintree Table Tennis League title is almost certainly 
on its way back to Netts A. 
 
Champions Black Notley A needed something out of the ordinary when the two 
teams met, but it was not forthcoming and Netts’ 6-4 victory left them within 
touching distance of the prize, five points ahead with a match in hand. 
 
Notley then virtually surrendered it when their two-man team could take only three 
points from their own B team. 
 
In the encounter between champions and champions-elect, it was the former who 
had the star of the evening, but it was as usual Netts’ all-round consistency that 
was more telling. 
 
Peter Hayden was in the form that had just brought him the men’s singles, 
although he was stretched to five games by both Paul Davison and Kevin Gowlett. 
 
But not by Nikki Kennard, the only player to have beaten him in the league this 
season.  Hayden put that behind him by scores of 11-1, 11-3, 11-6. 
 
Steve Northcott also got the better of Kennard, just, at 11-9 in the fifth game, but 
Ian Hayden failed to register and two each from Davison and Gowlett, one from 
Kennard and a Davison-Gowlett doubles win garnered six points. 
 
In their next match not only were Notley A unable to field their full complement of 
players, but they came up against men’s singles runner-up Steve Kerns – beaten 
only by Hayden and Davison this season – and a top-form James Hicks, now firmly 
among the top rank of players and another one not likely to give much away. 
 
Neither of them did give anything away and Ian Hayden and Steve Northcott were 
left with the consolation of one singles win and the doubles. 
 
In play-off group one, Rayne D registered their second 6-4 win, this time against 
Netts B.   As in the first one, Ryan Pitt was unbeaten. 
 
Nomads moved into equal second place in play-off group two after a draw at 
Notley D.  Sean Clift’s three wins ensured they got no further. 
 
Notley E won their first match of the play-off campaign when they overcame White 
Lions 8-2.  Keith Flowers and Bruce Wickham were unbeaten. 
 
The consolation trophy is looking like a two-horse race between two Notley teams. 
 



Rayne H, probably the pre-tournament favourites, have been left behind after their 
second defeat in four matches. 
 
After losing to Notley I in their first match, they went down 8-2 to Notley’s F team 
who were indebted to three wins each from Ian Wallace and son Matt. 
 
Notley F are two points ahead of Notley I after three matches following the latter’s 
6-4 win over their own G team.  Mike Pitt led the way with three wins. 
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More than 100 sets after his return to the Braintree Table Tennis League, Tom 
Elder has at last lost his unbeaten record. 
 
Nomads’ Garry Fryatt was the man responsible, and the match was about as close 
as it can get, Fryatt winning 11-9, 6-11, 4-11, 11-9, 14-12. 
 
Elder returned to the league at the beginning of the 2008-09 season after a period 
of illness and because he had been told to take it easy, he has played all his table 
tennis in the bottom division. 
 
But that did not stop him taking on all-comers in this year’s restricted singles, open 
to players in divisions two and three, and taking the title comfortably. 
 
Fryatt, however, just about had his measure as Nomads ended Rayne G’s 
unbeaten run in play-off group two. In a match that featured six sets decided in the 
fifth game, Nomads eased home 6-4. 
 
Liberal B, who had been level on points with Nomads, crept ahead of them after a 
7-3 win over White Lions. Di Garner and Gareth Davies remained unbeaten. 
 
In the other match in the group, Black Notley E kept up their hopes of staying in 
division two with a 6-4 victory over Rayne F.  Helen Barnett’s three wins held them 
together. 
 
In the consolation trophy Mike Smith’s three singles led Notley I to a 7-3 win over 
Rayne I. 
 
At the top, Netts A continued their march towards the championship with a 10-0 
demolition of Liberal A in which only one set went to five games.  Nikki Kennard 
overcame initial difficulties against Barry Pritchard to win 8-11, 11-13, 11-6, 11-1, 
11-4. 
 
Rayne A consolidated third place with 8-2 wins over both Liberal A and Rayne B. 
Jon Hill and Ian Whiteside won six out of six. 
 
Rayne D were the right side of an 8-2 scoreline in their match against Notley C in 
play-off group one.  Ryan Pitt and Keith Martin were unbeaten. 
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Netts A are the new champions of the Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
They made sure of the title with a 7-3 win over third-placed Rayne A. 
 
It was the seventh match out of the last eight in which Paul Davison and Kevin 
Gowlett have remained unbeaten but with neither Nikki Kennard nor John Cleasby 
available, they conceded the remaining three sets. 
 
Davison was twice stretched to the full five games, Steve Pennell going down 11-6 
in the deciding game, and Jon Hill only surrendering at 15-13. 
 
It brings their total of league titles to three, having won in both 2002 and 2003. 
 
Black Notley A, who could technically have overtaken them with a series of freak 
results, rendered any such calculations unnecessary when they took only eight 
points from Rayne B. 
 
Sible Hedingham remain on target for top place in play-off group two after a draw 
with Rayne C.  Roy Hooper, who seems to have sprouted fresh form for the play-
offs, remained unbeaten for the third successive match. 
 
The surprise result of the week was Rayne D’s crushing defeat by their own E 
team – and the E team even had a reserve playing. 
 
Vicky Stredder won her three sets, Paul Wellington two and the F team’s Brian 
How also contributed two to an 8-2 victory. 
 
Play-off group two is the tightest of the divisions.  Only five points separate the top 
four teams. 
 
Rayne G just held on to their lead with a 6-4 win over their own F team.  In the 
absence of Tom Elder, it was Ryan Sanderson who led the way with three singles. 
 
Nomads are one point behind following their 8-2 win over Black Notley E while 
Liberal B and Notley D both lost ground after sharing the points in their encounter. 
 
Notley D had a 10-0 win over Rayne F, who later recorded their first win of the 
play-off campaign, a convincing 8-2 over White Lions. 
 
Notley I won their fifth match out of five to put themselves in a strong position in the 
consolation trophy.  All three of their players, Vernon King, Mike Smith and Leon 
Hewitt, won twice as they beat Notley F 7-3.  Matt Wallace provided the hurdle they 
could not cross. 
 



Notley H tasted two sides of the game, a 9-1 defeat at the hands of their H team 
followed by an 8-2 win over Rayne I.   
 
Alan McEwan won his three singles in the latter and scored the single victory in the 
former.  Warren Baines and Oliver Hicks were too good for everyone. 
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The top three teams in the Braintree Table Tennis League have all made their way 
through to the final stages of the team knockout cup. 
 
Netts A, Black Notley A and Rayne A are currently engaged in a round robin 
tournament, due to finish next week, to see who emerges with the trophy. 
 
Netts carried their league form into the competition and won both their matches 
without conceding a set. Paul Davison, Nikki Kennard and Kevin Gowlett took all 
five sets against a two-man Rayne D in straight games and only dropped two 
games in disposing of Notley B. 
 
Rayne A similarly did not drop a set coming past Notley D, but Notley A introduced 
a frisson of excitement into affairs by turning out in both rounds with only two 
players. As this entails conceding four of the nine sets, it was brinkmanship of the 
highest order and they were taken beyond their comfort zone against Rayne E. 
 
Paul Wellington stretched Steve Northcott to five games and Vicki Stredder almost 
stole the match for them when she extended Northcott to 12-10 in the final game.  
She was also 2-1 up against Trevor Carter but he just got home at 11-8 in the fifth. 
 
They were in some trouble again against Rayne C when Carter lost the first two 
games against Dave Moles.  He rallied, though, to win each of the last three by 11-
7. 
 
Netts’ B team are the only ones who can do a cup double.  As well as reaching the 
handicap cup semi final – being played this week – they are also through to the 
final of the restricted cup, which is also being played on a round robin basis. 
 
They almost emulated their A team’s unblemished performance but a doubles 
slipped away in their 8-1 win over White Lions B.   
 
They were stretched to five ends twice against Notley E but ended up with all nine 
in the wins column. 
 
Rayne F faced only two Notley F players.  Zach Harrington illustrated his 
increasing promise by taking the first two games off Brian How, but neither he nor 
his team could get any further. 
 
Rayne H (now G) also had a 9-0 win, in their case over Notley I, but they were 
made to work a bit harder against Notley G before coming through 6-3. 
 
Steve Baines and son Warren won one singles and their doubles for Notley I but 
Dawn Baldry and John Sanderson held Rayne H together to take them through. 
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The rise and rise of Sible Hedingham continues. 
 
Despite losing their final match, they have topped play-off group one of the 
Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
The play-offs are to determine a final ranking list on which to base next season’s 
league tables and unless the league opts for a six-team top division, Hedingham’s 
seventh place will guarantee them a place among the elite, only three seasons 
after joining the league in its lowest division. 
 
Hedingham won division three in their first season and last season finished in 11th 
place after the play-offs. 
 
They have risen four places this year without a change in their playing staff.  Roy 
Hooper, Graham Cannon and Mark Brown have played throughout the season and 
Hooper in particular has been in fine form in recent weeks. 
 
He was beaten for the first time in the play-off phase in his final match when Ryan 
Pitt found a way past him. 
 
Rayne D’s 7-3 win brought them second place in the play-offs which enables them 
to retain their place in the top eight.  Pitt won his three singles. 
 
Also in play-off group one, Black Notley C and Rayne C both overcame Netts B, by 
6-4 and 9-1 respectively.  Gordon Fairchild was unbeaten for Notley while the 
doubles was the only set to elude Rayne C. 
 
Nomads have topped the second play-off group after their 7-3 win over Rayne F. 
 
They edged out Notley D by winning more matches, after the two teams finished 
level on points, with Rayne G just one point behind. 
 
Notley D finished their season with a 10-0 win over White Lions while Rayne G 
were held to a draw by Liberal B. 
 
The match of the evening was between Gareth Davies and Tom Elder, both beaten 
only once this season.  Davies took a 2-1 lead but Elder prevailed after winning the 
final two games 11-8, 11-4. 
 
In the final match in the consolation trophy, Notley G failed to register the 10-0 win 
that would have given them the title ahead of Notley I.  Instead they beat Rayne H 
8-2, in itself a major achievement against one of the strongest teams in the 
division.  Warren Baines was unbeaten. 
 
Zach Harrington won his three singles in Notley F’s draw with Notley H. 



 
In division one, last year’s winners Notley A limped to the finishing line with two 
players and a 7-3 defeat by Rayne A.  Neither of their two players could find a way 
past Steve Pennell. 
 
New champions Netts A were also hit by unavailability and could field only one of 
their regulars against Rayne B.  Kevin Gowlett duly won his three singles but 
Rayne took the other seven. 
 
Notley B also had two players in their 6-4 defeat by Liberal A.  James Hicks won 
his three singles for Notley. 
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The race for this year’s Braintree Table Tennis League title remained a tight one 
until the second meeting between champions Black Notley A and the team who 
were to take over from them, Netts A. 
 
Up to that point, both teams had looked pretty evenly matched.  They had drawn 
their first encounter and had both dropped only seven sets in matches against 
other teams. 
 
But Netts stamped their mark on the championship that evening by crushing their 
opponents 8-2. 
 
From that point on, there looked to be no way back for the reigning champions.  
They dropped four points in their next four matches while their rivals embarked on 
a series of five consecutive 10-0 victories so that the gap at the end of the first 
phase (when the teams had all played each other twice) was an almost 
unbridgeable ten points. 
 
That was not an advantage Paul Davison, Nikki Kennard and Kevin Gowlett were 
likely to let slip away. 
 
They frittered away a few points at the end of the season, but so did Notley and in 
the end a convincing 18-point gap had opened up at the head of the table. 
 
Rayne A were a comfortable third and Notley B, Liberal A and Rayne B all secured 
their places in the top sphere next season. 
 
There was a double success for Sible Hedingham.   Not only did they win the 
division two title, but they also bettered the two teams that had spent the first part 
of the season in division one - Rayne D and Rayne C – to finish top of their play-off 
group. 
 
As in previous seasons, they existed on a squad of only three players and once 
again Roy Hooper, Graham Cannon and Mark Brown showed their strength in 
depth. 
 
Next year’s league tables will be organised on the basis of the final positions after 
the play-offs although exact placings will not be known after next season’s closing 
date of July 15 when any drop-outs or new entries will be taken into account. 
 
But if there are eight teams in the top division as this year, Rayne D have earned 
the right to their place by finishing second in play-off group one and Rayne C will 
join them if an extra place is available. 
 



Similarly, it is not possible to calculate the make-up of the other divisions, but 
Notley C, Rayne E, Netts B, Nomads, Notley D, Rayne G, Liberal B and Notley E 
appear to be safe in planning for life in division two. 
 
Nomads turned into a far stronger outfit in the play-off phase when Garry Fryatt 
became a regular rather than an occasional member of the team.  His 14 wins in 
15 sets played a big part in their success in topping the group. 
 
Eyes will also be on the Tom Elder-led Rayne G in next year’s division two.  With 
strong backing from this year’s winner of the most promising boy award, 14-year-
old Ryan Sanderson, plus John Sanderson, Dawn Baldry and Matt Millbank, they 
ran away with division three and showed their potential with a strong showing in 
the play-off group. 
 
The consolation trophy was a triumph for the venerable Notley I trio of Mike Smith, 
Simon Pohl and Vernon King, plus the younger Leon Hewitt. 
 
They may have been ranked behind three other teams within their club, but topped 
them all with five wins out of five. 
 
League and cup trophies will be presented at the league’s AGM on May 26. 
 



Final Tables  
  
     DIVISION 1 
                              P   W  D  L  P  
 Netts A                         19  17  1  1 159  
 B Notley A                          19  14  1  4 141 
 Rayne A                         18  12  1  5 110  
 B Notley B         (6)             18    8  2  8   80 
 Liberal A                       19    8  0 11   79 
 Rayne B                         19    4  2 13   68  
 

PLAY-OFF GROUP 1 
                            P W D  L  P  
 Hedingham                 5  3  1  1  32  
 Rayne D                         5  4  0  1  29  
 Rayne C                         5  2  1  2  26  
 B Notley C                          5  2  0  3  23  
 Rayne E                         5  2  1  2  23  
 Netts B                         5  0  1  4  17  
   
     PLAY-OFF GROUP 2 
                              P W D  L  P 
 Nomads                          6  4  2  0  41  
 B Notley D                          6  3  2  1  41   
 Rayne G                         6  4  1  1  40  
 Liberal B                       6  3  3  0  37  
 B Notley E                          6  2  0  4  23  
 Rayne F                         6  1  0  5  21  
 White Lions A                   6  0  0  6   7  
 

CONSOLATION TROPHY                                   
     P W  D  L  P 
 B Notley I                          5  5  0  0  34  
 B Notley G                          5  3  1  1  33  
 B Notley F                          5  2  2  1  30  
 Rayne H                         5  2  0  3  21  
 B Notley H      (3)                5  1  1  3  18 
 Rayne I                         5  0  0  5  11  
 
Figures in brackets indicate points lost for late scorecards 
   
 ============= 
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His team may have missed out on the league title, but Black Notley A’s Peter 
Hayden has done the double in the Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
Not only did he win the men’s singles but he has also finished comfortably top of 
the individual ratings, based on performances in league matches. 
 
The double is a rarer feat than may be imagined:  It has only been performed six 
times in the past 15 years. 
 
But Hayden was pretty untouchable in the league this season.  His only defeat 
came surprisingly at the hands of Netts A’s Nikki Kennard, a result he put in 
some perspective next time they met by conceding a total of only ten points over 
the three games. 
 
He overcame former champion Paul Davison three times, but these were 
Davison’s only defeats of the season. 
 
Kevin Gowlett also lost three times to Hayden and further defeats by Steve 
Kerns and Jon Hill left him in third place. 
 
Kennard made it three Netts players in the top five with only eight defeats in 48 
sets. 
 
Notley C’s new signing Guy McKenzie came out top in a surprisingly tightly 
packed division two.  He was only 0.3 per cent ahead of Vicki Stredder with Ben 
Page just 0.5 per cent further behind. 
 
Rayne H achieved the unusual distinction of occupying the first four places in 
division three where Tom Elder was unbeaten, Dawn Baldry lost just once – to 
Steve Baines –John Sanderson twice (Keith Perrins and Clare Johnson) and 
Ryan Sanderson four times. 
 
The division one averages contain only those players who played in the division 
for the whole of the season 
 
Qualification for divisions one, two and three is one-third of the team’s matches, 
while for the second phase of the season it is one-half. 
 



Division 1 (last year’s positions in brackets): 1 (2) Peter Hayden 38 wins in 39 sets, 
average 97.4 per cent; 2 (1) Paul Davison 45-48 , 93.8; 3 (3) Kevin Gowlett 51-56 , 
91.1; 4 (-) Steve Kerns 14-16 , 87.5; 5 (7) Nikki Kennard 40-48, 83.3; 6 (6) Ian 
Whiteside 21-28 , 75; 7 (8) James Hicks 28-38 , 73.7; 8 (11) Jon Hill 35-49, 71.4; 9 (9) 
Graham Farmer 18-26, 69.2; 10 (4) Ian Hayden 33-50, 66.7; 11 (10) Steve Pennell 29-
44 , 65.9; 12 (12) Trevor Carter 18-30 , 60; 13 (-) Peter Hance 17-32 , 53.1; 14 (16) 
Mike Johnston 23-44 , 52.3; 15 (14) Barry Pritchard 24-50 , 48; 16 (-) Brian Riedling 18-
44 , 40.9; 17 (-) Duncan Elloy 13-34 , 38.2; 18 (21) Laurie Sapiano 10-29 , 34.5; 19 (19) 
Robin Armstrong 18-53 , 33.9; 20 (-) Brian Cook 12-39 , 30.7; 21 (-) Paul Mitchell 8-30 , 
26.7. 
 
Division 2: 1 Guy McKenzie 25-32 , 78.1; 2 Vicki Stredder 21-27, 77.8; 3 Ben Page 34-
44 , 77.3; 4 Mo Hardy 13-17, 76.5; 5 Mark Brown 35-47, 74.5; 6 Paul Wellington 26-35, 
74.3; 7 Roy Hooper 34-47, 72.3; 8 Tony Hammond 22-31, 70.9; 9 Graham Cannon 29-
42, 69.0; 10 Gordon Fairchild 32-47, 68.1. 
 
Division 3: 1 Tom Elder 30-30, 100; 2 Dawn Baldry 29-30, 96.7; 3 John Sanderson 28-
30, 93.3; 4 Ryan Sanderson 23-27, 85.2; 5 Clare Johnson 35-44, 79.5; 6 Warren 
Baines 28-36, 77.8; 7 Stuart Ascott 36-47, 76.6; 8 John Breen 18-24, 75; 9 Simon Pohl 
13-18, 72.2; 10 Charles Wilkinson 27-39, 69.2. 
 
Play-off group 1: 1 Ryan Pitt 13-15, 86.7; 2= Roy Hooper, Vicki Stredder 10-12, 83.3; 
4= Gordon Fairchild 10-15, Ben Page, Paul Wellington 8-12, 66.7. 
 
Play-off group 2: 1 Garry Fryatt 14-15, 93.3; 2 Tom Elder 13-14, 92.9; 3 Gareth Davies 
16-18, 88.9; 4 Sean Clift 13-15, 86.7; 5 Kevin Saunders 15-18, 83.3 
 
Consolation trophy: 1 Matt Wallace 9-9, 100; 2 Warren Baines 10-11, 90.9; 3 Mike 
Smith 10-12, 83.3; 4 Simon Pohl 7-9, 77.8; 5= Zach Harrington, Vernon King 9-12, 75. 
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Braintree veterans have been crowned division two champions of the Essex Table 
Tennis League and will return to the first division after a year’s absence. 
 
Steve Kerns, Peter Hayden and Robin Armstrong scored a 7-2 win over their main 
rivals Burnham B to finish with a one-point advantage. 
 
Both Kerns and Hayden remained unbeaten, as they have done all season.  Kerns 
has won eight out of eight and Hayden ten out of ten. 
 
Armstrong, ranked number eleven in Braintree, was pressed into service and 
played an important part in the success by winning his doubles sets with both 
Kerns and Hayden. 
 
Burnham’s Eric Green and Dave Bassett are good standard Chelmsford first 
division players so nothing could be taken for granted but Kerns and Hayden both 
dismissed Green in four games.   
 
Kerns dispatched Bassett 11-2, 11-9, 11-9 while Hayden had a straight-games win 
over Babel McLeod. 
 
With Kevin Gowlett, beaten only five times in 56 sets in the Braintree League, 
joining the veterans ranks next year, Braintree should have a team strong enough 
to challenge for the title although both Burnham A (Marco Jovic, Peter Ballard and 
Mark Stones) and Ilford (Ray Lam, Keith Fung, Peter Radford, Paul Martindill and 
Phil Walker) will be tough opposition. 
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Netts A have completed the double in the Braintree Table Tennis League.  But for 
their B team there was a double of a more unwanted kind. 
 
The club’s A team added the knockout cup trophy to their success in the league 
but the B team came out second best in the finals of both the restricted cup and the 
handicap cup. 
 
The final stages of the knockout cup were run on a round robin basis, featuring the 
teams that finished in the top three places in the league, Netts A, Black Notley A 
and Rayne A – and they finished in that order again. 
 
It was Netts’ win over Notley that was the vital game and they had a fairly 
uneventful passage.   
 
Peter Hayden beat Paul Davison, as he has done in all three league meetings this 
season (Davison’s only defeats in the league), but the other five sets played all 
went Netts’ way.  The closest was Davison’s win over Ian Hayden, which was 
decided at 11-8 in the fifth game. 
 
Unexpectedly, Netts’ match against third-placed Rayne A was altogether tougher.  
Despite fielding their usual team of Davison, Kevin Gowlett and Nikki Kennard, 
they struggled to get over the finishing line at 5-4. 
 
They lost the first doubles and then, after Gowlett’s win over Steve Elmes,  
Kennard lost to Steve Pennell to leave the score at 2-1 to Rayne. 
 
Netts rallied by winning the next three sets but their opponents were determined to 
take the match the full distance and took the next two, including an outstanding win 
for Elmes over Davison 11-8, 11-7, 11-9. 
 
A win for Jon Hill over Kennard at 11-8 in the fifth set the scene for the final 
doubles, but Gowlett and Davison were not to be denied and won in three straight 
games. 
 
In the match to determine second place, Notley had a comfortable 5-0 win over 
Rayne, with only one doubles set going the full distance. 
 
In the restricted cup, there was further success for Rayne H.  Already with the 
division three trophy under their belt, they also made it a double. 
 
Netts B started as favourites, given their higher league status, but Rayne had other 
ideas. 
 



Tom Elder’s two wins were no surprise, but it was John Sanderson who set the 
tone when he won the second set of the evening, by a convincing 11-2, 11-5, 11-7, 
over Luke Tarrant. 
 
With the match score at 4-1, he almost had the cup in his hands when he led by 
two games and 10-7 against Patrick Gilbert.   
 
But with the aid of a thin edge on the way, Gilbert pulled back the three points, and 
then survived three more after deuce before clawing his way through at 17-15 and 
taking the final two games 11-9, 11-6. 
 
It only delayed Rayne’s celebrations by one set as Ryan Sanderson then followed 
his father’s example in getting the better of Tarrant to make it 5-2. 
 
In the handicap cup, Netts B faced a different challenge – overcoming often quite 
stiff handicaps. 
 
Ben Page (off -5) managed it against Ian Wallace (+3) after five fluctuating games, 
and Joe Nourse (+1) got the better of Matt Wallace (-3) in four games. 
 
But the rest eluded them.  Zach Harrington, only required to play twice, won both 
sets in straight games. 
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Rayne’s long-serving secretary Ian Whiteside has been awarded life membership 
of the Braintree Table Tennis League. 
 
He received his scroll of recognition at the league’s AGM and becomes only the 
seventh person to be given the award in the league’s 63-year history. 
 
The award recognised his lengthy service in a number of areas. 
 
He was the league’s competition secretary from 1978 to 1982, its vice-chairman 
from 1990 to 1995 and has been fixtures secretary for the past eight years, a role 
he will be continuing in the coming season. 
 
The award also recognised his service to the county, of which he is a life member, 
and to the English Table Tennis Association, where he is a former vice-chairman, 
as well as 35 years as secretary of Rayne TTC, which he founded in 1976.  He is 
also a past chairman of the Chelmsford League. 
 
He has also been one of the league’s top players in his time in the league and won 
the veterans’ singles for six consecutive years. 
 
At the AGM, members agreed to scrap the fees for the cups and incorporate them 
instead in the individual fees which will rise from £9 to £10 as a result. 
 
Officers elected for the coming year were:  President, Len Woolmer; chairman, 
Ron Fosker; general secretary, Lyndon Griffiths; treasurer, Kevin Saunders; 
fixtures secretary, Ian Whiteside; competition secretary, Keith Martin; development 
officer, Brian Davison; coaching secretary, Robin Armstrong; inter-league 
secretary, Peter Hayden; press officer, Ron Fosker; child protection officer, Clare 
Johnson; auditor, Brian Cook; committee, Steve Ascott, Mark Brown, Zach 
Harrington, Alan McEwan 
 

 
 

 
 


