To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)

THE eighth Kingfisher Grand Prix, just like the seventh, provided more upsets and more excitement.  For the second week running, chart-topper Daniel Moses fell to a lower-ranked player.  Last week, Basingstoke’s Tony Reynolds caused the shock defeat; this time Moses fell to 13-year-old Daniel McTiernan.
The younger McTiernan brother, who is widely tipped to rapidly overtake the very top senior players, seems likely to achieve this aim sooner rather than later.  In the second round of the latest Tees-Sport-sponsored event, the Woodley youngster beat Earley’s Moses in a four-game thriller 11-6 4-11 11-6 11-9.

McTiernan then went on to defeat Ealing’s Bradley King in three straight games at the quarter-final stage before succumbing to Brazilian ace Elson Costa in their semi-final clash.

But the ultimate honours went to McTiernan’s brother Liam who defeated Costa in the final match of the evening.  The Brazilian put up fierce resistance but, eventually, was obliged to concede in four ends.  The elder McTiernan, who has played in only three events, has now risen to fifth place on the leaderboard, just 46 points behind his younger sibling.
Moses remains at the top  –  at least for the time being  –  some 116 points ahead of second-placed man Hari Gehlot, with Costa currently lying in third position.

But the “man-of-the-match” in this eighth event was undoubtedly Frenchman Jean-Noël Thepaut, whose talents have been hidden until now because he plays in Reading League’s Division 5.  Thepaut, who would not disgrace himself in Division 1, chooses to play with his Shinfield ECMWF colleagues in a lower-level Kingfisher team.  Understandable, of course, but he is definitely hiding his light under a bushel!
Daniel Moses defeated Thepaut in the first round 9-11 11-6 11-8 11-5 but, from then on, in the consolation event, the Frenchman took all before him.  He defeated Kidmore End’s Ian Ayres by the astonishing scoreline of 11-2 11-3 11-1, before despatching Berkshire’s and Caversham Park’s Sharon Mitchell  in an incredibly close quarter-final match 7-11 11-8 11-9 9-11 11-8.
In his semi-final, Thepaut defeated Earley’s Dave Duncan 11-6 9-11 11-4 11-6 before meeting Irishman Niall McGrane in the consolation final.  McGrane, who, in years gone by, represented the province of Leinster, fought tooth and nail before allowing Thepaut the final victory 11-7 11-4 6-11 9-11 11-8.
Results of Tournament 8:
Quarter Finals:  Hari Gehlot bt Geoff Civil 11-5 11-4 11-5; Daniel McTiernan bt Bradley King 11-4 11-8 12-10; Elson Costa bt Nick Heaps 11-5 11-5 13-11; Liam McTiernan bt Graham Outrim 11-8 11-6 11-2.
Semi Finals:  Costa bt D McTiernan 11-9 11-7 8-11 12-10; L McTiernan bt Gehlot 11-5 11-9 11-7.
Final:  L McTiernan bt Costa 11-5 10-12 11-6 11-8.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 8:  Moses 714, Gehlot 598, Costa 432, D McTiernan 415, L McTiernan 369, Reynolds 253, Civil 227, King 225, Heaps 221, Rosinski 210, Dyke 171, Mitchell 147, Organ 141, Dobbins 126, Woolven-Allen 125, Porter 122, S Williams 118, Thepaut 115, Yon 109, Bennett 103, Gostelow 90, L Williams 88, Diplock 87, Burns 81, McGrane 74, Fifield 72, Pack 67, Duncan 63, Gallen 52, Ayres 52, Dorrington 42, Outrim 40, Houghton 34, Wedi 31, Albelo 25, Grover 23, Pusey 21, Farnworth 15, Long 14, Gafarov 0.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 7th July 2012)

