League Report
Courier 15th February
There were clashes between front running sides in all four 3-a-side divisions last week. In Division 1 3rd placed St Georges A toppled 4th placed Rugby A 8-2 to open up a 15 point gap between them. Laurence Sweeney won a maximum for Georges, with Mark Jackson and Ron Vose contributing braces, both losing to Ryan Lines. Jackson and Sweeney took the doubles. In Division 2 the top side, County Council A, put the brakes on their nearest challengers Millennium A, with a 7-3 victory. Chris Brewer was a hat-trick hero, Martyn Todd added two and Pat McCabe one with Brewer and Todd collecting the doubles. Anthony Gorman (2) and Peter Harris (1) replied. In Division 3 second placed Flavels A squeezed home 6-4 against St Georges D who are third. Shivam Kapur won his three, Trevor Bradley won twice, losing to Richard Grover, and the pair won the crucial doubles. Grover went on to win two with Andy Caine and Jerry Simmons notching singles. In Division 4, top side Warwick University A dropped just the one point to their nearest rivals Nomads Dragons. Michael Farmer and Adam Green accounted for 7 of the points and Krzysztof Bolhuis won two, Catherine McAuley having an outstanding win against him.
Returning to Division 1 Free Church A, in second spot, recorded a 9-1 win over their C side. Dave Ramsey and Sam Weaving won 7 of the points and Jack Green won twice, losing to Sam Wiggins. However, they trail the leaders, Colebridge A, by 10 points after the Birmingham side trounced Nomads Aces 9-1. Kate Hughes, Paul Lenormand and Ben Willson pocketed all the singles but Simon Nolan and Paul Rowan had an excellent doubles win 11-8 in the 5th. Fifth placed Free Church B had an impressive victory at County Council B winning 8-2. It was a personal triumph for Ricardo Bolanos who won three. Tom Brocklehurst and Nikt Sajiv won twice, both losing to Simon Griew and then Bolanos and Sajiv won an incredible doubles against Griew and Nilton Green, 18-16 in the 5th.
Rugby B collared Whitnash B 6-4 thanks to a treble from Callum Ball. Dan Burgess won twice and Peter Ratcliffe once. Paul Riman won twice for Whitnash and steered Dennis Woodhead to the doubles. Greg Swan got the other point. Eathorpe A continued their path to safety with an 8-2 win at St Georges C. Bernard Reman won his three, Alex Boyd chipped in with two, as did Brian Hobill, and Reman and Boyd took the doubles. Colin Aston and Len Coonan responded. Free Church A moved into 4th when garnering 7 points from their visit to Snitterfield A. Junior Josh Yarrow had an impressive hat-trick, Chris Blowey won twice and Eduardo Bolanos took one, Blowey and Yarrow lifting the doubles. Christopher Hughes (2) and Nigel Payne (1) were the home scorers.
The leaders of Division 3, Colebridge B, defeated Rugby C 8-2. Michael Credland secured a treble and Mike Evetts and Dean Hicks nailed twos., Credland joining Evetts to win the doubles. Martyn Lilley won both of Rugby’s points. Rugby D edged Free Church H 6-4 thanks in no small part to a Stuart Mills maximum. He also guided Dave Cox, who won twice, to the doubles. Nicholas Ho won two for Church and Owain Jones and Richard Pittaway won singles. Nomads C defeated Free Church I 7-3 with Les Hoggins and Kim Wong unbeaten. Richard Miles added another point whilst Church ‘s Darren Laffey and Joe Shrimpton both gained a single win and paired for a doubles success.
In Division 4 Eathorpe C were big winners (9-1) at Ashorne D. Sophie Cooper and Paul Deavall were unbeaten in singles and doubles and Shaun Martin won twice, losing to Tony Philpott. Nomads Dragons dispatched Warwick University B with Mike Weaving bagging his three. Catherine McAuley and Janice Rowan won twosomes and combined for the doubles whilst Taran Birdee and Sam Pattison won for the students. Free Church K did even better against the University’s second string taking 9 points off them. George Barnes and Mark Singleton were undefeated and Marc Briscoe dropped just the one to Michael Wilson. Briscoe and Singleton grabbed the doubles.
In Division A  Eathorpe E continue to sit at the top after beating Snitterfield B 4-1. Pete Titmas won his two singles, partnered Alex Boyd to the doubles and then saw his team-mate collect one point. Michael Klein got the consolation.  Free Church L made second place more comfortable by beating Rugby H, in third, 4-1. Chris Ho won his two, Nicholas Ho won once and the brothers romped to the doubles. Matthew Burgess got the consolation. Eathorpe F pipped FISSC A 3-2 thanks to Thomas Backhouse who won his two and helped James Stone to a doubles win. Mark Kingham and George Mudie gained singles for the Farmers. Ashorne A took a 3-2 win at Rugby G despite a Tie Chen maximum. Steve Kay and Roger Pye both won a single and pinched the doubles.
St Georges E are proving too hot to handle in Division B and romped to a 5-0 whitewash of Ashorne C through Andy and Len Coonan. Free Church P ground out a 3-2 win over Rugby J with Jun Chung winning his two singles and succesfully pairing with Jack Bradbury for the doubles. Tyler Humphries and Kuba Kucharczyk won singles in reply. Free Church N took all 5 points from newcomers Radford with Nathan Jackson and Alfie Ransom doing the damage. Free Church M were also victors, 4-1 against Ashorne C. Alex Costa won his two, Erin Darwen won one and took the doubles with Costa. Jim Jack stopped a whitewash.
In Division C Eathorpe G showed no mercy to their I team trouncing them 5-0 through Dave Hawker and Paul Holtby. They followed this up with a 3-2 win at Rugby I. Richard Freeman joined Hawker and each won a single and paired to take the doubles. Oliver Ferguson with two wins kept Rugby in it. FISSC B beat Eathorpe J 4-1 with Mandip Takhar winning his two and Martin Hamer one, the pair also winning the doubles. Adam Colebridge got Eathorpe’s point.
Free Church O top Division D but were on the wrong side of a 4-1  drubbing from their S team. Michael Khovanov and Arnav Mulay were in sparkling form in the singles and O could only muster the doubles through David Knott and Alex O’Driscoll. Third placed Free Church Q defeated runners-up Eathorpe H 3-2. Sarah Costa won both singles and Morgan Page added one. Joshua Jay won a single and joined Joshua Atkins to claim the doubles.


Lillington Free Church Table-tennis Club
Lillington Free Church TTC held its third tournament of the season at St Nicholas Leisure Centre in Warwick on Saturday. The event was over-subscribed and the standard of play high.
In the morning events Colebridge’s Worcestershire County Player, Hawley Ellicott, battled his way through the group stages and the quarter-finals to face County Council stalwart, Nilton Green in the semi where he triumphed in a close contest. His opponent was to be Free Church’s, Jack Green who beat off the challenge of Pawel Zukowski of Oxford in his semi-final. Ellicott went on to clinch the Final against the Warwickshire junior.
The Junior event was played as a round robin with Alex Bowe of Rugby proving to be top dog, closely followed by Adam Stochlinski of Colebridge in the runners-up position.
In the cadets, Toby Dow of the Bodicote club came through the groups to secure a semi-final berth against Church’s Joe Shrimpton, Shrimpton emerging with an eye-catching win. Another Free Church player, Chris Ho, opted to play in the Cadet event despite being eligible for the under 13s and he too reached the semi-final where he swept aside Colebridge’s Thomas Waters. In an exciting Final, Ho justified his decision by clinching the Cadet  title.
There was more Banbury/Lillington rivalry in the under 13s with Joseph Fisher of Bodicote getting the better of Church’s Michael Khovanov in one semi and Church’s Daniel Stone defeating North Newington’s George Fyfe in the other. Stone lost the first against Fisher in the Final but came through in 5.
The afternoon events saw Ellicott reach a second Final in the Grade A event after casting aside Lillington’s Dave Ramsey in his semi. He was to face another Church player in Sam Wiggins who had defeated Phoenix’s Mark Rose in the other semi. However, Ellicott completed the double by securing a second title.
Two Bodicote players reached the semis of the Grade B competition but both were to be disappointed. Youngster Toby Dow fell to Warwick University’s Michael Farmer and Alex Boyd fell to Church’s number one junior girl, Emily Beasley. In the Final Farmer proved too strong and took the winner’s trophy.
The Grade C led to another trophy double in the shape of Chris Ho. Church’s rising star beat Will Alvarez (unattached) in his semi and then eclipsed Ian Nethercott of the Moorgate club in Tamworth who had beaten another Church youngster in Nathan Jackson in the other semi. 
In the Improvers Thomas Waters took the first semi-final against Cai Bristow of Blaenafon whilst Archie Fyfe of North Newington overcame Free Church’s Jack Bradbury in the other. Waters went on to claim the title.
There was an excellent entry in the Beginners event. Kidlington’s Weisen Zang reached one semi-final where he lost to yet another Free Church youngster in Morgan Page and 13 year old Chloe Ramsey from Kings Lynn made her way to the Final after beating Deva Bakthisaran of Free Church. Page beat his opponent 3-1 in a thrilling Final which probably belied the name of “beginners”.
Consolation Events
Winners					Runners-up
Seniors
Alex Boyd (Bodicote) 				James Robertson (Free Church)
Cadets
Owain Jones (Free Church)			Nathan Jackson (Free Church)
Under 13s
Harvey Wilson (Free Church)			Archie Fyfe (North Newington)
Grade A
Craig Allen  (Redditch)			Tom Hunt (Free Church)
Grade B
Alex Bowe (Rugby)				Nicholas Ho (Free Church)
Grade C
Nick Darwen (Free Church)			Joseph Fisher (Bodicote)
Improvers
George Fyfe (North Newington) 		Ben Anderton (Eathorpe)
Beginners
Arnav Mulay (Free Church)			Manraj Saluja (Eathorpe)

Warwickshire Schools
The second part of the Warwickshire Schools competition was held at Lawrence Sheriff School in Rugby on Thursday.
 Nikit Sajiv of Myton, became the Under 16 Champion after beating Nicholas Ho and Alex Bowe in his group. Henry Belcher fell in the semi-final and Joshua Yarrow of Aylesford was his victim in the Final. 
There were only two entries in the Under 19 boys singles with Jack Green of Bablake School qualifying for the National Finals in Wolverhampton on April 27th after beating Callum Ball.
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