Table-Tennis League Report
Courier 29th March
Lillington Free Church D lifted themselves off the foot of the Division 1 table with two draws. The first came against their B team despite a hat-trick from B’s Ricardo Bolanos who took the doubles with single winner Nikit Sajiv. Livvy Fletcher (2), James Robertson (2) and Milan Sajiv (1) gave stout resistance. Tom Hunt bolstered the D squad for their next clash against their C team and announced his presence with a treble. Fletcher added two. Harry Purewal won twice for C, Jeff Harris won once and the pair combined to easily take the doubles but their surprise star was reserve Josh Yarrow. The junior notched his first win at this level and was unfortunate to lose his other two matches 11-9 in the 5th. D’s progress condemned Nomads A to the bottom and a strong St Georges B showed no mercy, dispatching them 10-0 courtesy of Mark Jackson, Ryan Stockham and Laurence Sweeney. Colebridge A maintained their commanding lead at the top, beating Wellesbourne whose Dave Harvey impressed when grabbing two wins. Ben Willson (3), Kate Hughes (2) and Paul Lenormand (2) and the doubles secured the leaders the remaining 8 points.
Millennium A  gained the 9 points they required to join St Georges A at the top of Division 2 when facing Free Church F. Anthony Gorman and Jack Shardlow accounted for 7 of the points and Peter Harris supplied two, falling 12-10 in the 5th to Lewis Singleton. FC F had previously lost narrowly to Rugby B, 6-4. Callum Ball and Madu Ezedinma won all their singles for the victors, Church replying with single wins from Cherry Matthews, Roald Myers and Singleton plus a 5 set doubles win for Myers and Singleton. Eathorpe A enjoyed an 8-2 win over Whitnash B. Brian Hobill led the way with a maximum and Marius Morariu and Bernard Reman both collected braces, Hobill and Reman taking the doubles. Greg Swan and Dennis Woodhead were the Whitnash winners. Eathorpe A then inflicted a 9-1 hammering on Nomads Enigmas who are now staring relegation in the face. Alex Boyd (3), joined Hobill (3) and Reman (2) to take the spoils with League chairman Malc Macfarlane winning a consolation. County Council C’s 6-4 success over Snitterfield A moved them 4 points clear of Enigmas. Mark Freeman bagged a splendid triple, Cliff Jackson nabbed two and the pair won the crucial doubles. Tim Fell (2), Stuart Ayres (1) and Nigel Payne (1) responded. County Council A defeated Rugby B 8-2 but are now 6 points adrift of the leading duo in third. Paul Calloway won his three and Pat McCabe and Martyn Todd both triumphed twice, with Calloway and Todd pocketing the doubles. Daniel Burgess posted an excellent double for Rugby.
Free Church G hauled themselves off the bottom of the Division 3 ladder with a 7-3 victory over Nomads Codgers. 13 year old Tom Yarrow had a great night winning his three and pairing with Milly Green to add the doubles. Green won two and another 13 year old, Eleanor Fletcher, posted one. Steve Kurle, Richard Miles and John Taylor all won once for Nomads. Codgers then played another side in danger of the drop in County Council D. Les Hoggins (2), Kurle (2) and Taylor (1) scored for the wanderers with Steve Poole (2), Derek Harwood (1) and Doug Lowe (1) plus the doubles ensuring stalemate.  Council are 6 points clear of FC G who have 3 matches in hand. Free Church I are now bottom and fell 9-1 to leaders Colebridge B. Michael Credland and Dean Hicks took maximums, Mike Evetts won twice and guided Hicks to the doubles with Nick Darwen taking an impressive win in reply. 
There was a rare event in Division 4 when leaders Warwick University A fielded 5 players against their B side in a 9-1 win. Calvin Becker and Michael Farmer won their 3 singles, Krzysztof Bolhuis won two, losing to Sam Pattison, and Adam Green and Aaron Yan stepped up to snatch the doubles. Nomads D moved clear in second place when defeating County Council E 9-1. Catherine McAuley and Janice Rowan were unbeaten in singles and doubles and Jill Weaving took two, losing to Jason Grey. Ashorne D edged Free Church K 6-4 with Steve Handsley and Steve Kay sharing their points. George Barnes, Marc Briscoe and Mark Singleton all recorded a win and Briscoe and Singleton won the doubles. Ashorne followed this up by losing to Eathorpe B. Jim Levack and Roger Palmer with trebles put Eathorpe in command and John Ablett added two. Jim Jack beat Ablett and steered Tony Philpott to a doubles success. Eathorpe C were also big winners trouncing County Council F 9-1. Shaun Martin and Michael Rossington were triple winners, Sophie Cooper won twice and helped Rossington to the doubles. Jeremy Sampson grabbed the consolation.
The Division A title race was tilted in Free Church L’s favour after the latest round of matches. FC L romped to a 5-0 win over Eathorpe F with Chris and Nicholas Ho garnering the points but rivals Eathorpe E fell 3-2 to Rugby G. All of the players won a single, Angel and Tie Chen for Rugby and Chris Atkins and Luca Bloodworth for the villagers but a 15-13 in the 5th doubles win for the Chens gave them the spoils. Rugby H stayed third when whitewashing Ashorne A, Daryl and Matthew Burgess in control. Snitterfield B also took maximum points from their encounter with FISSC A, Michael Klein and Dennis Mockford the strong duo.
In Division B (A) Nick Darwen’s brace for Free Church M was not enough to stave off  a3-2 loss to Free Church N. Nathan Jackson and  Harvey Wilson both won singles and claimed an exciting doubles. In Division B (B) Free Church P enjoyed a fine 4-1 win over Ashorne C. Jun Chung won his two, Jack Bradbury won once and the pairing took the doubles. Tony Philpott responded.
Eathorpe G strengthened their grip on the Division C title with a 4-1 win over 3rd placed Rugby I. Dave Hawker won two, Richard Freeman tasted victory once and the pair took the doubles. Oliver Ferguson replied. At the lower end of the table Eathorpe I edged County Council F 3-2 despite a double from Council’s Richard Haigh. John Gymer and Dave Hanson secured singles and the doubles.
Free Church Q went joint top of Division D and almost certainly ended the promotion ambitions of Eathorpe H when beating them 4-1. Morgan Page was on top form, winning his two and helping his partner Sarah Costa to  a straight games doubles win. Costa won once but fell to Josh Atkins. Free Church O are level on points after David Knott and Alex O’Driscoll bagged a 5-0 win against their R side but O have played one more match. Free Church S are third, 3 points adrift and they also romped home 5-0 thanks to Michael Khovanov and Arnav Mulay.
