League Report
2nd November 2018  
Lillington Free Church A crept to the summit of Division 1 with an 8-2 win over Phoenix. Sam Weaving continued his impressive form of late with a hat-trick and Jack Green (2) and Dave Ramsey (2), who also paired for the doubles, gave strong support. Taran Dhillon grabbed two for the Coventry side. Wellesbourne’s  9-1 win over Nomads Aces puts them in the top half of the table. Alan Cotton and Gary Stewart were unbeaten in singles and doubles and John Price added a brace, falling to Tony Thomas. Nomads then fell to Free Church B whose Ricardo Bolanos recorded three wins as well as the doubles with Nikit Sajiv. Sajiv won two beating Andy Davies in 5 but losing in 5 to Simon Nolan. Tom Brocklehurst also won two but lost to Nolan.
Rugby B moved up to 4th in Division 2 after defeating Nomads Enigmas 9-1. Dan and Daryl Burgess won their singles and Peter Ratcliffe posted two, losing to Malcolm Macfarlane. He then partnered Dan Burgess in the doubles recording an 11-9 in the 5th success against Macfarlane and Steve Proctor. St Georges A are clear leaders and grabbed another big win against County Council C. Russell Duncan and Damon Fenton were unbeaten and Earl Sweeney won two, suffering a loss at the hands of Cliff Jackson. Fenton and Sweeney took the doubles. Six points behind Georges A sit Free Church E in second who roasted St Georges C 10-0, Ian Beasley, Chris Blowey and junior Josh Yarrow showing no mercy. Millennium A were also big winners in a catch up match, getting 9 points from their encounter with County Council C. Peter Harris and Jack Shardlow won their singles and the doubles and Christian Ward supplied two, losing to Mark Freeman who also went down to Harris 10-12 in the 5th.
Flavels A have zoomed to the top of Division 3 and nailed an 8-2 win at Free Church I. Trevor Bradley returned his usual 3 wins and he has found great support recently in new player Shivam Kapur who also won three and paired with Bradley for the doubles. Sam Bradley won the 8th point but lost to Chris Jones and Darren Laffey. Colebridge B are second and accounted for Free Church J 7-3. Michael Credland won his three, Dean Hicks chipped in with two and Mike Evetts contributed one, Evetts and Hicks taking the doubles. Guru Chandrasekhar, Ben Hall and Dan Shaw all won once for Church. St Georges D are in 3rd and edged County Council D 6-4. Richard Grover’s treble included an 11-9 win in the 5th over Colin Astbury which swung the match. Jerry Simmons won twice and the pair took the doubles. Doug Lowe (2), Astbury (1) and Derek Harwood (1) responded. The week before Council D had fought out a draw with Free Church G whose Milly Green posted her first ever maximum at this level. Eleanor Fletcher and Ciara Hancox added singles. Astbury (2), Steve Poole (2) and the doubles gave Council parity. Church G then went down to Rugby C who beat them 7-3. Martyn Lilley won his three, Sarah James managed two and Jo Outhwaite one, the ladies taking the doubles. Fletcher, Hancox and Tom Yarrow each won a single in response. Rugby D drew with Nomads Codgers.  Dave Cox won two for Rugby and won the doubles with Stuart Mills. Mills’s two included a 12-10 win over Kim Wong. Codgers stayed in it with two from Les Hoggins and Richard Miles and a single from Wong.
Rugby F crushed Ashorne D 9-1 in Division 4. Alex Bowe and Dan Farrow claimed 7 of the points though the doubles was secured at 11-9 in the 5th. Grace Newman won two, losing to Jim Jack. County Council F squeezed past their E team 6-4. Simon Chalker returned triple victories, Eric Barthorpe won twice and the pair combined for the doubles. Jason Grey won twice and William Hung and Carl Morgan both took singles with Morgan also taking Chalker to 5.
Snitterfield B’s trip to Rugby G left them in third spot in Division A as a result of a 3-2 win. Stuart Ayres led the way with two and he guided Ron Shakesheff to a doubles success. Angel and Tie Chen both got the better of Shakesheff. Rugby G were stronger in their encounter with Eathorpe F winning 4-1. Tie Chen won twice, Angel Chen once and mother and daughter took the doubles. David Tait pocketed the consolation.
Free Church M held on to the lead in Division B after defeating second placed Ashorne B 3-2. Alex Costa and Nick Darwen each won a single and took the crucial doubles. Steve Bolton and Mark Bridgeman scored for the villagers. FISSC B beat Rugby I 3-2 despite stout resistance from Oliver Ferguson who won two. Martin Hamer and Mandip Takhar won the remaining points.
Free Church P are top of Division C and saw off Eathorpe G 5-0 with the young duo of Jun Chung and Dan Stone garnering the points.
Free Church R pipped their T side 3-2 in Division D. There were first League wins for Mia Chan and Tommy Feeley and the pair took the doubles. Neither could counter the experience of Matt Hayes. Leaders Free Church Q suffered defeat at the hands of their S team who beat them 3-2. Deva Bakthisaran and Arnav Mulay won singles and teamed for the doubles. Morgan Page and David Wedgbury were the Q team’s victors.



West Midlands 2-star tournament
Eight youngsters from Lillington Free Church table-tennis club competed in the West Midlands 2-star tournament in Wood Green, Wednesbury on Saturday.
Emily Beasley played in a very high standard Junior Girls round robin event and recorded three impressive victories. Isobella Khan of Avon was dispatched 3-1, Isabel Webb of Kent fell in straight games and the same fate befell Oxfordshire’s Victoria Coll. Defeat to Scarlett Anders of Middlesex in 4 sets was followed by defeat to the eventual winner, Samadhi Udamilla of Herts. However, Emily took the England number 33 to 5 and held match point before going down. Her excellent performances resulted in a very creditable 3rd placed finish.
Ricardo Bolanos won two of his three group matches in the Junior Boys singles against Reece Chand of Staffordshire and Alex Emms which qualified him for the knock-out stages. In round one he beat Tom Watson 3-2 but lost in the quarter-finals to the experienced Hawley Ellicott, a Worcestershire County player.
Josh Yarrow won one of his three group matches against Adam Stochlinski and Eduardo Bolanos emulated him with a win over Michael Dennison. The younger Bolanos went on to reach the semi-final of the Junior Consolation event where he fell to Kiaresh Shaddel. 
In the Cadet Boys singles Eduardo Bolanos lost in straight games to England number 9 Bertie Kelly of Somerset but wins over James Donald of Essex and Henry Clarke propelled him to the knock-outs. England number 37 Shem Lejarde of Kent stopped his run.
Nicholas Ho also won two from 3 in his group taking England number 45 Benjamin Grieve of Gloucestershire to 4 but defeating Luke Fisher in straight games and Tommy Lyons in 5.
Nicholas fell in the knockouts to Gloucestershire’s Tom Powlesland.
Chris Ho claimed two wins in his group over Damien Mutch, ranked 99, and Emmanuel Morozario. In the knock-outs Chris was beaten by Cornwall’s Jarvis Lee.
Chris Ho also contested the under 13 singles and despite defeat against England number 4 Jakub Piwowar of Devon was mighty close in two of the sets losing -3,-11,-9. He then had the confidence to overcome Bailey Page of Devon 3-1 and Cyrus Harris of Warwickshire also in 4. In round one of the knock-outs James Donald of Essex was beaten 11-8 in the 5th before Ralph Pattison of Essex lowered his colours in 4. It was an impressive run from the unranked Lillington youngster.
Erin Darwen lost her three group matches against highly ranked girls in the under 13 singles but her performances augured well for the future as did those of Jun Chung in the under 11 boys singles who also met strong opposition in his first tournament.

Corby 1-star
Chris and Nicholas Ho and Tom Yarrow of Lillington Free Church table-tennis club travelled to Corby on Sunday to compete in its 1-star tournament. There were 16 entrants and they were split into two pools of 8 with each player playing the other seven in the group. At the conclusion of the pools, the first in each group played each other for overall 1st and second, the runners-up contested 3rd and 4th places and so on.
Tom and Nicholas were both in Pool A. Tom won five of his matches defeating Joe Marlor, Reece Radford, Danny Verrall, Alex Howard and Nicholas. Nicholas won twice beating Howard and Radford, though he missed out on several close calls.
Chris was in Pool B notching 3 wins against Seth Hill, Jamie Anderson and Ed Brown.  In the overall standings Tom finished 6th, Chris 10th and Nicholas 13th.

Nottingham Table-Tennis Super League
Lillington Free Church’s Dave Ramsey played in the inaugural Nottingham Super league last Thursday against from Nottinghamshire. It was based at the Sycamore club and Ramsey beat Tim Elmer 3-1 and Helmuth Osborne 3-0 in his initial group to qualify for the top group of 4 players. His first opponent was England number two ranked veteran Mark Short whom he took to 4. This was followed with a game against the eventual winner, Tianyuan Liu, a Chinese provincial squad player who is studying at Nottingham University for a year. A straight set defeat came as no surprise. However, in the battle for 3rd place Ramsey defeated England veteran Michael George, ranked at number 50 to take a £25 prize.
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