League Report
19th October 2018  
St Georges B continued their strong early form in Division 1 with an 8-2 success over Wellesbourne. Laurence Sweeney led the way with a maximum and Mark Jackson and Andy Woodcock chipped in with braces, Jackson joining Sweeney to take the doubles. Alan Cotton squeezed past Jackson 11-7 in the 5th and Dave Harvey added the villagers other point. Rugby A have also had a good start and walloped Nomads A 9-1. Sam Cafearo, Niall Herbert and Ryan Lines won all the singles but Andy Davies and Paul  Rowan responded with a convincing straight sets doubles win. Free Church B justified their higher ranking when beating their C team 8-2. Nikit Sajiv claimed a hat-trick, Ricardo Bolanos and Tom Brocklehurst bagged twos and Bolanos and Sajiv won the doubles. Harry Purewal and Charlotte Spencer grabbed C’s points.
A close encounter took place in Division 2 when Rugby B emerged as 7-3 winners over Free Church E. Dan Burgess’s treble included a 5 set win over Chris Blowey, Calluim Ball’s double included a 5 set win over Eduardo Bolanos and Burgess and Peter Ratcliffe, who won once, secured a 12-10 in the 5th win in the doubles. Blowey with two and Bolanos with one scored for Church. Free Church E were then hammered by County Council A 8-2. Paul Calloway and Pat McCabe claimed triples, Chris Maiden won once, falling to Blowey and Bolanos, but partnered McCabe to a successful doubles. St Georges A were in even more eye-catching form, obliterating Nomads Enigmas 10-0. Russell Duncan, Damon Fenton and Barry Hook were the trio responsible. Millennium A inflicted a 9-1 win over Rugby B with Jack Garner, Peter Harris and Jack Shardlow taking all the singles. Dan Burgess and Madu Ezedinma grabbed a consolation doubles. Whitnash B thumped County Council C 8-2. Paul Riman and Greg Swan won 7 of the points and Dennis Woodhead added a single. Mark Freeman and Cliff Jackson were the Council winners.
Flavels A romped to a 9-1 win over Free Church J with Trevor Bradley and Mick Bennett unbeaten and Sam Bradley posting two. Bradley paired with doubles specialist Roger Potts for the 9th point. Ben Hall secured the consolation. Church J then fell 6-4 at the hands of their I team., despite a hat-trick from Dan Shaw. Ian Rourke added a 4th but J were reeled in with twosomes from Chris Jones and Darren Laffey, a single from Keith Knott and a Jones/Laffey doubles win. Church I couldn’t repeat the feat against their H side, settling for a draw. Laffey (3), Knott (1) and junior Joe Shrimpton (1) got their team to the cusp but two wins from each of Nick Ho and Richard Pittaway, who also took the doubles in 5, meant honours were even. Church J meanwhile returned to form with a 9-1 win at Rugby D. Dan Shaw and Ben Hall won their singles and the doubles and debutant Guru Chandrasekhar tasted victory twice. Stuart Mills avoided the whitewash. Fancied St Georges D overcame Free Church G 7-3. Jerry Simmons won his three and the doubles with Richard Grover who won two. Gary Edwards contributed one. Tom Yarrow had two good wins for Church and Eleanor Fletcher got her first win at this level. Colebridge B defeated County Council D 7-3 when Michael Credland won his three. Mike Evetts won twice and a third Mike, Klein, added one. Credland and Evetts took the doubles. Colin Astbury, Derek Harwood and Steve Poole posted singles in reply.
Nomads Dragons made it 20 points from two Division 4 matches when conceding nothing to Warwick University B. Catherine McAuley , Jill Weaving and Mike Weaving wrapped up the singles with the ladies combining for the doubles. Rugby F edged Eathorpe B 6-4 with the improving junior, Alex Bowe, taking three and the doubles with single winner Grace Newman. Newcomer Dan Farrow won the vital 6th point. John Ablett (2), Jim Levack (1) and Roger Palmer(1) made for a tense finish. Free Church K had to call out Nathan Jackson at 2 hours notice for their visit to County Council F and the youngster, making his Division 4 debut, responded with two wins. Phil Booth also won twice and another junior, George Barnes won one. The home side responded with two victories from Eric Barthorpe and two from Simon Chalker with the duo securing the doubles. Eathorpe C beat Ashorne D 7-3 thanks to a treble from Paul Deavall. Shaun Martin (2) and Michael Rossington (1) gave good support and Rossington and Martin took the doubles. Steve Handsley (2) and Tony Philpott replied.
Eathorpe E defeated their F team 5-0 in Division A. Chris Atkins and Pete Titmas proved too strong.  However, Free Church L bagged 4 points when visiting Eathorpe E. Michael Ho won two and guided son Nick, who won once, to the doubles. Atkins claimed the consolation.
Rugby I got home 3-2 when entertaining Ashorne C in Division B. Oliver Ferguson won twice and Matt Clarke once. Barry Bayliss had a single success and then steered Anthony Austin to the doubles. 
In Division C Eathorpe H got the better of Free Church O 3-2. The villagers Declan Jay won two and his twin brother Josh took one. David Knott won one for Church and partnered Alex O’Driscoll to a 12-10 in the 5th doubles win. Rugby J defeated County Council F 3-2. Kuba Kucharczyk (2) and Tyler Humphries (1) got Rugby over the line with Bernard Hardingham winning once in response and taking the doubles with Jeremy Sampson.
Eathorpe I look a strong side in Division D and John Gymer (2) and David Hanson (1) plus the doubles led them to a 4-1 win over Free Church S. Michael Khovanov won for Church. Free Church Q also won 4-1 against their T side. Sarah Costa won her two singles and partnered David Wedgbury, who won once, to the doubles. Joe Cole had an impressive win for T. Eathorpe J whitewashed Free Church R 5-0 with Ben Anderton and Adam Colebridge pocketing the points.


Senior British League
A strengthened Lillington Free Church Senior team competed in Division B 3 on Day 2 of the British League in Wellingborough at the weekend to try and recover from 4 defeats suffered on Day 1. 
Saturday started with a narrow 5-4 win over Batts 3rds of Harlow. Sam Weaving led the way with two wins and Tom Hunt, Dave Ramsey and Sam Wiggins supported with singles. Church then went down 3-6 to Westfield 1sts of Wellingborough. Weaving again posted a maximum of two wins and Hunt grabbed the other.
It was a tough start to Sunday as Wensum 1sts of Norwich defeated Lillington 7-2, the consolation points coming from Ramsey and Weaving but the club bounced back as OLOP seconds of Reading were swept aside 7-2. There was another maximum for Weaving  to cap a tremendous weekend, James Robertson and Wiggins weighed in with two and Ramsey notched one.
Lillington sit 7th of 8 in the table but level on points with the 5th and 6th teams.

Burton 2-Star
Four players from Lillington Free Church TTC travelled to Burton-on-Trent on Sunday to compete in the Burton 2-star tournament.
Nikit Sajiv won his group in the Junior Boys singles defeating Ogi Kostov of Lancashire, Dexter Fairbanks of Derby, Reece Chand of Staffs and Sam Lowe of Yorkshire. In the quarter-final Gloucestershire’s Marcus Holba was beaten. However, his run was ended in the semi-final by Lancashire’s Dan Watkinson who defeated him 3-0.
A similar pattern ensued in the Cadet Boys singles. The group was won by Sajiv with victories over Chand and Luke Mitchell of Durham. After receiving a bye, Sajiv faced Georgios Gerakios of Notts, the England number 21, in the quarter-final and won through to the semi. There Watkinson met him for a second time. This time Sajiv won a set but could not book  a Final spot.
Emily Beasley contested the Junior Girls Singles. She lost to Vicki Coll of Oxfordshire 3-0 though every game went to deuce but won her other two group matches against Sasha Withers of Notts 3-0 and Scarlett Anders of Middlesex 3-1. With three girls tying on matches won Emily finished third on countback and exited the competition.
Brothers Nicholas and Chris Ho used this tournament to extend their limited experience. Nicholas was unlucky to face 3 of the top 25 England cadets in his Junior Singles group but was competitive in the Cadet Boys singles losing 11-9 in the 5th to James Donald and to Derby’s Sam Cooper in 4. Chris played in the under 13 singles where he took  a  set off England number 16 Adam Dennison of Lancashire and lost to Bedfordshire’s Thomas Nicol -8,9,-9,-9
VETTS Midland Masters
Rugby’s Adrian Pilgrim, who is ranked at number 8 as an England veteran, confirmed his prowess at the Midland Masters tournament held at Aldersley Stadium in Wolverhampton. He took the over 50s Singles overcoming Steven Stowcroft of Lancashire, the England number 20, in the Final. He then partnered Darren Griffin of Gloucestershire to win the over 50s doubles. Mark Jackson of St Georges won the over 40s Consolation singles at the same event.
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