While St Gabriel’s B streak towards the title in Sunderland League Division Two, teams chasing the coveted second position slipped and faltered.

Treble strikes from Jake Helm and Joe Muldowney helped Gabriel’s dismiss visiting Unionist Club B 8-2.
Profiting most from the week’s fixtures were Sacriston Bombers who amassed a bumper haul of points from two successive wins.

The second of these was against fellow promotion challengers East Boldon Amigos.

Dan Hutchinson, Ian McPherson, and Kevin Richardson bagged two apiece, but all succumbed to the driving power of Neil Wilkinson.
Bombers’ Richardson was made to battle for his victories as he overcame Jordan Dove and Jamie Collins in last-end deciders, 11-3 and 11-8.

He and McPherson did manage to extend Wilkinson to four ends, but the Amigos’ captain salvaged what could still prove to be three all-important points on his return to action.

West CA C remain at the foot of the table despite a spirited showing at Redby CA.

Frank Booth scored a solid hat-trick but was pushed to a fourth end by Michael Hepworth.
Ken Tweedy added two sets to the home cause but was felled at the final hurdle by West’s Jason Gargett who notched a double of his own by taking the fifth end 11-6.

Two other teams looking anxiously over their shoulders met head on, but a weakened St Gabriel’s C managed only a 6-4 winning margin against Silksworth IM B. At the close, Gabriel’s were grateful for Steve Young’s hat-trick.

East Boldon Cowboys maintained their narrow lead at the top of Division Three with a convincing home victory over Brandon Devils. Adam Allsopp and Jeff Hope hit maximums, and their 9-1 win was completed by a brace from Ryan Campbell.

Lanchester Eagles remain in third. They were held to a 5-5 draw at Backspin C where
Debbie Irwin (2), Lyndsey Irving (2), and Martyn Parry were on target for the hosts, while Reuben Emery (3) and Alan Kent responded.

The Eagles then homed in on a win as Emery, Kent, and John Rayner netted doubles in a 7-3 win over East Boldon Cowboys.
Elsewhere, twin-strikes from Paul Henderson, Bill Maclennan, and John Parkin were enough to secure Brandon Fire a 6-4 win at Redby CA C. The home team’s Istvan Franko was again unbeaten.


In Division One, leaders Thompsons marched relentlessly on with a 9-1 victory at Sacriston Aces.

Peter Smallcombe and Max Duffin scored three apiece, but Ian McAllister snatched a consolation point for the home team when he beat Paul Stead to keep the Aces hovering precariously above the drop zone.

With closest title rivals Brandon Air slumping to a 6-4 defeat at Mount CA, Thompsons may now have placed the champagne on ice. 
Brandon’s Jamie Lupton and Lee Tinkler grabbed two sets each, but Mount’s Anthony Ainley and Rod Roberts matched that effort, and Michael Boyce chipped in a set to leave Air deflated.

St Chads bounced back to winning ways thanks to trebles from Keith and Josh Weatherby as visiting St Gabriel’s A were swept aside 9-1.
