This week saw keen competition amongst the leading bunch in Division 3.
Backspin B lead the way, but two East Boldon teams played a huge part in the scrimmage below.

The Cowboys held Lanchester Eagles to a draw as Ethan Brown hit a hat-trick that included a tight five-end win over Reuben Emery (2). Eagles’ John Rayner edged the decider against Duri An 15-13, but An went on to take another five-ender against Jeff Singleton.
Rayner and Singleton had conflicting fortunes against Sophie Richardson. After defeating Rayner in four ends, Richardson suffered defeat by the same margin against Singleton.

The Cowboys’ performance allowed the Bandits to nudge the Lanchester outfit from second spot following an impressive showing at Brandon Devils.
The opening sets were close affairs as Ian Cumpson recovered from a 2-0 deficit to defeat Adam Allsopp 12-10 in the fifth. This scenario was then mirrored by Bandits’ Ryan Campbell who overturned the lead established by Paul Lupton, taking the fifth 11-8. Campbell and team-mate Jeff Hope went on to complete trebles as the Bandits won 7-3.

Elsewhere, St Gabriel’s E travelled to Backspin C and battled to a 6-4 win. There was a spirited hat-trick from Joseph Miller, and Jonathan Haynes’ double included a 15-13 last end decider against Martyn Parry. Lyndsey Irving was Backspin’s top-scorer with two sets.
In a mid-table clash, Brandon Fire got the upper hand against Redby CA B with two sets apiece from Bill Maclennan, Stephen Maddison, and John Parkin.
In Division 2, Redby A seized the opportunity to jump into a promotion slot as they crushed West CA C 9-1. There were maximums for Frank Booth and Malcolm Deneven, but the home side’s Alan Whitwham prevented a whitewash when he overcame Amanda Paxton.
In an even match between Sacriston Bombers and Brandon Crusaders, no player managed to avoid defeat in the 5-5 stalemate.

St Gabriel’s D gained a hard-fought win over West B. Dave Winterbottom and Tony Watson produced a stellar effort in a crucial doubles battle as they pipped Mario Hadjinicola and Dave Barber 13-11 in the fifth. David Snowdon defeated Hadjinicola in the finale to put the gloss on a 7-3 victory.


There were convincing home wins for the leading pair in Division 1 as Thompsons demolished Sacriston Aces 10-0, and Brandon Air accounted for Mount CA 9-1.

Darren McVitie, Peter Smallcombe, and Max Duffin inflicted the damage for Thompsons. At Brandon, Geoff Salter and Jamie Lupton hit three apiece but Michael Boyce grabbed a set for Mount when he overcame Lee Tinkler.

St Chads eased into third position after defeating St Gabriel’s A 7-3. James Scope was unbeaten, but George Gibson upset the form-book in the final set when he overcame Keith Weatherby (2) in four ends.

Tom Bainbridge had earlier beaten Barry Cuthbertson to gain further consolation for Saints.
