As the league tables begin to take shape, Brandon Crusaders have emerged as the early frontrunners in Division 3. Their latest success came with a thumping 9-1 home win over Backspin B. Both John Spencer and John Leeman scored trebles, and Stephen Pattinson added two more sets. For the visitors, it was Adam Butler who prevented the whitewash.

Hot on Brandon’s heels are another unbeaten team, West CA C. They scalped the East Boldon Cowboys 10-0, their winning trio being Alan Whitwham, Mick Redfearn, and Jason Gargett.
East Boldon’s Bandits, however, met with success as they came away from Lanchester CC with an 8-2 win. Jordan Dove and Adam Allsopp hit three apiece, and although Michael Stafford suffered defeats against Alan Kent and Nigel Cardale, he managed to get the better of Neil Forster, 11-9 in the fifth, to supplement the Bandits’ haul.
Elsewhere, three crucial five-enders went the way of Brandon Energy as they pipped Sacriston Eagles 6-4. Alan Nicholson was the principal beneficiary as he notched a maximum, but Eagles’ Luke Durninghan prevented Patrick Nicholson from doing likewise by taking their fifth end 11-8. Toni Wong and Rebecca Harrison each managed to contribute a set for the home side.

In Division 1, Thompson B got off the mark with an 8-2 win at bottom-of-the-table Sacriston Bombers. Mark O’Connor was undefeated, whilst Maurice Cheek and Lynne Herrington added doubles.

It was a tighter affair when Backspin A met Durham CA. Going into the final match of the night, Backspin trailed 4-5. The two number-ones both stood on two wins; Brian Bateman having accounted for David McAllister in four ends, and Jamie Dent doing likewise against Durham’s Christian Neumann, 11-9. In the final showdown, Dent found himself trailing 2-1, but he upped his game to convincingly reel off the final two ends 11-5, 11-4, and not only secure a draw for Backspin, but also bag yet another maximum haul for himself.
Elsewhere, St Chads, Mount CA, and Thompson A all recorded resounding home wins.


Division 2 leaders Brandon Air kept ahead of the pack with a 7-3 win at West CA B, Jamie Lupton and Lee Tinkler winning three apiece.
Silksworth IM A saw off visitors St Gabriel’s C 8-2 with two wins each from Alan Bickle and Howard Brown. David Revell did well to notch two sets for the visitors but found Bob Sanderson in good form, and the Silksworth man completed his hat-trick.

Brandon Bullets beat Redby CA B by the same scoreline, but it was a closely-fought issue at Redby CA. Although hampered by postponed fixtures, freshly-relegated Redby have made a disappointingly sluggish start. A home match against Silksworth IM B offered a potential springboard, but three wins from Nigel Tree and two from Jeffrey McKenna secured the away team a share of the spoils. Ken Tweedy was the top performer for Redby with a double, and they will be hoping their squad’s missing star-men will soon be available for selection.
