It is looking like a two-horse race in the Sunderland League Division One as both Brandon Air and Thompsons posted resounding home victories.
Brandon defeated Backspin A 9-1 with wins from Jamie Lupton (3), Geoff Salter (3), and Lee Tinkler (2). The visitors grabbed a consolation point courtesy of Dan Dodds.

With a game in hand, Thompsons remain ready to pounce after disposing of St Chads.

Peter Smallcombe (3), Max Duffin (3), and Chris Blake (2) produced the goods for the hosts, while Paul Baines prevented a whitewash.

The 9-1 trend continued as Sacriston Aces crashed at home to Mount CA whose scorers were Anthony Ainley (3), Michael Boyce (3), and Rod Roberts (2), with Jonathan Mawson replying.

Elsewhere, a see-saw encounter between Old England Nomads and True Roof Direct ended all square. The two closest matches saw Nomads’ Paul Wiggins come from behind to take the final two ends against Maurice Cheek, 11-9, 11-8. The top performance however came from Lynne Herrington. After three deuce ends against Brian Bateman, Herrington flipped a 2-1 deficit, taking the decider 11-6 on her way to a solid treble.
St Gabriel’s A also consolidated mid-table security with an 8-2 beating of Brandon Bullets.


There was a much-needed win from Silksworth IM A in Division Two, West CA C being on the receiving end of a bitter 9-1 reverse as Howard Brown (3), Bob Sanderson (3), and Graham Sleep (2) struck. But, in a tussle between their B teams, West came out on top thanks to sets from Mike Lyons (3), Dave Barber (2), and Kishore Sridharan. Two Jeff McKenna strikes partially redeemed the situation for Silksworth, but a 7-3 loss leaves them in a perilous position.
East Boldon Amigos remain promotion outsiders after a tight 6-4 win over Brandon Crusaders. Ethan Brown received the call-up from lower-league duty and surpassed expectations by being the only player to hit a hat-trick. After defeating Paul Dale in four ends, Brown claimed a five-ender over Alan Perry, before finishing with a 12-10 nail-biter over Brian Childs.


In Division Three, Backspin B hang onto top-spot despite going down 6-4 at Brandon Devils.
Brandon’s Stephen Goldsmith, Paul Lupton, and Ian Cumpson all notched a brace, but two five-end battles took centre-stage. Firstly, Goldsmith edged the decider against Alex Nichol 12-10 but, in the final match, Adam Butler out-pointed Goldsmith 11-4 to salvage an extra point for the leaders.

Second-placed Lanchester Eagles failed to fully capitalise on Backspin’s slip as they were restricted to a 6-4 win by feisty Brandon Fire resistance.
Reuben Emery (3) and John Rayner (2) were on the mark but the Eagles’ had their wings singed as Fire hit back through Bill Maclennan, John Parkin, and Stephen Maddison (2).

Elsewhere, sets from Bruce Davison (3), Sophie Richardson (3), and Duri An (2) saw East Boldon Cowboys swamp Caroline Lee’s sole success for Brandon Energy.
