It was back into the fray for the 36 teams competing in the Sunderland & District League as the new season got under way.
Keen interest was focussed on how newly-promoted teams would fare as they encountered a higher standard of opposition.

In Division 1, Brandon Air were bolstered by the recruitment of a vastly experienced Geoff Salter, and he led them to a resounding 9-1 victory at Unionist Club. Salter’s maximum was matched by team-mate Lee Tinkler who defeated Dave Cutler and Mick Grimes in five-end battles. Troy Maddison also notched a double before he was stopped by Cutler in the final game of the night.

Deprived of the services of Salter for their follow-up fixture, Brandon still managed to overcome the veterans from St Gabriel’s. Tinkler was again undefeated, and was well supported by Jamie Lupton.

After succumbing to Norman Pescod 11-8 in the fifth, Lupton reeled off straight-end wins over Tony Gelder and George Gibson; a remarkable feat from a player competing in the third tier less than two years before.

Fellow newbies Brandon Bullets had a rougher baptism as they suffered two 7-3 defeats. Firstly, a treble from Dan Dodds helped Backspin A to victory, before triple-strikes from Paul Baines and Dave Bissett ensured that St Chads similarly disarmed the Bullets.
Elsewhere, Unionists were revitalised by the inclusion of Richard Wilson whose hat-trick led them to an 8-2 success at Sacriston Aces, whilst Mount CA saw off Old England Nomads 9-1 thanks to Rod Roberts (3), Anthony Ainley (3), and Michael Boyce (2).


Brandon Crusaders entered new territory in Division 2 and achieved a creditable 5-5 draw at Silksworth IM A. Fellow promoted club West CA C went one better however, due largely to an impressive treble from Michael Hepworth as they edged out the Silksworth B team 6-4.

At Redby CA, a commanding performance from Malcolm Deneven was instrumental in securing the home team a 7-3 win over St Gabriel’s D, with additional sets contributed by Amanda Paxton (2), and Howard Forster.


Division 3 saw several tightly-contested affairs. A brace apiece from Reuben Emery and John Rayner put Lanchester Eagles A into a winning position at St Gabriel’s E, but wins from Jonathan Haynes (2) and Mike Hampshire gave Gabriel’s’ number-one Joseph Miller the opportunity to salvage a draw in the final showdown with Emery. Miller was up to the task, completing his second win of the night.

Elsewhere, Ethan Brown was the form player as his trio of wins led the East Boldon Cowboys to a 7-3 victory against Brandon Fire. Bruce Davison (2) and Sophie Richardson completed the scoring, but the visitors’ Stephen Maddison provided resistance with a double salvo.
Brown was again unbeaten at Brandon Devils but, on this occasion, his treble was all Cowboys could muster as two sets each from Ian Cumpson, Stephen Goldsmith, and Paul Lupton made the Devils too hot to handle.
