In a very competitive Division 2, East Boldon Amigos dented the hopes of Brandon Bullets with a well-earned 6-4 away win. The home team had started in hot-shot style, with Simon Knopf and Jack Jacomb accounting for David Byers and Jamie Collins in four ends. Byers bounced back with an impressive performance to beat Tony Taylor 14-12 in the fourth and raise hopes for his Amigos. They duly rallied to overturn the deficit, starting with Collins and Byers who defeated Taylor and Jacomb in more four-enders.

As the overall outcome hung in the balance, the scene was set for the night’s two unbeaten number ones to meet; Knopf versus Neil Wilkinson.

Twice falling behind, Knopf responded to force a decider. As befitted such a close-fought encounter, the fifth end went to deuce, and it was Wilkinson who proved ‘Captain Fantastic’ for the Amigos as he prevailed 12-10. With a game in hand, the team from East Boldon have established their promotion credentials.

Elsewhere, Redby CA B leapfrogged their A team neighbours after beating them 8-2. Crucially, they won five out of the six five-end tussles. All three of Howard Forster’s matches went the distance. Undaunted after suffering a 12-10 reverse against Malcolm Deneven, Forster edged out Tony Watson 14-12, before defeating Ken Tweedy 11-5.

David Craddock notched two more, but Deneven halted his run as the A-teamer secured two consolation sets. Top performance of the night, however, came from Firdaus Nazeri who hit a treble, which included tight five-end affairs against both Deneven and Tweedy.

The fixtures threw up an intriguing top-of-the-table clash between the prime Division 3 promotion contenders Sacriston Chargers and West CA C.
Both teams turned out strong line-ups, but it was the home-team Chargers who took early command, including a five-end win for Stephen Pattinson over Alan Whitwham. Jason Gargett pulled one back for the visitors, beating John Spencer 11-5 in the fifth, but was unable to repeat the feat against Darren Young who came out on top in another five-ender. After losing to Whitwham, Spencer managed to beat Mick Redfearn in straight sets to put the seal on a fairly convincing 8-2 win.

West remain handily placed in second position despite Backspin B’s big points haul as they eased to a 10-0 win at Sacriston Eagles.
Elsewhere, Lanchester CC achieved a 6-4 home win over Brandon Energy as Reuben Emery (2), Jeff Singleton (2), and Francis Clarke contributed sets. Patrick Nicholson’s treble ensured that Energy picked up useful consolation points.


Amongst the highlights in Division 1 were two very tightly-contested matches, hosted by St Gabriel’s A and Backspin A, where fortunes could have swung either way. Two three-set performances proved pivotal. Firstly, Lee Eadington helped Gabriel’s to a 7-3 win over Sacriston Aces, and there was another from Jamie Dent as Backspin A defeated Thompson B 6-4.
