Things have suddenly become interesting in the contest for the second promotion spot in Sunderland League Division Two.
Two horses have emerged from the pack with well-timed runs, East Boldon Amigos and Sacriston Bombers both having struck a rich vein of form.

Amigos forced their noses in front by the slenderest of margins after demolishing West CA B 9-1. David Byers and Neil Wilkinson both racked up maximums although Byers was pushed to a fifth end by Dave Thomson.

Mario Hadjinicola registered West’s consolation when he defeated Jordan Dove, but was soundly beaten in straight ends by Wilkinson.

The victory proved timely as their Sacriston Bombers rivals had earlier taken advantage of a lack of focus from the runaway league leaders, St Gabriel’s B. Kevin Richardson and Ian McPherson profited with three apiece as they inflicted rare defeats on Jake Helm and Joe Muldowney.
Bombers 8-2 success leaves them breathing down the necks of the Amigos in a tussle that looks set to go to the wire.

In the scrap to avoid relegation, St Gabriel’s C gained a vital 8-2 win at West C. Although Mick Redfearn and Jason Gargett defeated Geoff and Steve Young to draw the scores level, Gabriel’s surged through the rest of the card with another man-of-the-match performance from David Revell who did not drop a single end.
That result shifted extra pressure on Silksworth IM B to grab some points in their derby against Silksworth A.

Thanks to a spirited showing from Nigel Tree and Jeff McKenna, a 5-5 draw was salvaged. Both players scored impressive five-end wins against Bob Sanderson, with McKenna edging home 11-9.

Alan Bickle and Dave Craddock managed two sets apiece in reply, but Tree once again went the full distance in all of his matches and his battling hat-trick was pivotal.


In Division One, champions elect Thompsons kept on course with an 8-2 victory over Backspin A. Despite John Williamson losing to Jamie Dent and Dan Dodds, trebles from Andrew Wilkinson and Chris Blake ensured there were no slip-ups.
In contrast, Old England Nomads are cut adrift at the foot of the table. A 9-1 home defeat against St Chads leaves them staring at an inevitable relegation fate.

There was a more competitive match when St Gabriel’s A and True Roof Direct shared the spoils.

Tony Gelder hit three, but George Gibson failed to match his team-mate after losing out 11-9 in a deciding end against the visitors’ Lynne Herrington who notched a double.


East Boldon Bandits and Backspin B retained their grip on the Division Three promotion places after both scored thumping wins.

Sophie Richardson and Ethan Brown shared the limelight as East Boldon Cowboys defeated St Gabriel’s E. Their maximums proved the difference in the 8-2 score-line.

Elsewhere, there were convincing wins for Backspin C and Lanchester Eagles A, but Brandon Devils had to work a little harder as they beat Redby CA C 7-3.
