There was a cluster of close encounters in Sunderland League Division Two.
Leaders St Gabriel’s B faced a tough test to their championship credentials as they travelled to Unionist Club B.

There was a mammoth performance from Joe Muldowney as his three wins were all achieved in gruelling five-enders. After scraping through 11-9 against Jamie Westwater, Muldowney beat Richard Karczewski 11-8, and finally Dave Bannon 11-6.

Jake Helm’s treble was more comfortable, and Syd Gooding, after losing his opening two matches, rallied to overcome Westwater 11-7 in the fifth.

Gabriel’s 8-2 margin of victory sent out a clear signal that they intend to stay out in front.

Hoping to bounce back into second place, Unionists suffered a setback in their next fixture at Redby CA, a fine showing from Amanda Paxton being pivotal.

Ray Purves grabbed a double for Unionists, but was despatched in straight games by Paxton, who then completed her hat-trick by edging out Karczewski in the fifth.
Team-mates Ken Tweedy and Howard Forster chipped in with further sets to seal a narrow 6-4 victory which meant that Redby claimed the coveted second spot.

Elsewhere, West CA C boosted their survival prospects with a slender 6-4 win at St Gabriel’s C.

Two wins apiece from Alan Whitwham, Mick Redfearn, and Jason Gargett did the damage. There was a steely effort from Redfearn who, after losing 13-11 in the fifth to Steve Young, battled to overcome Mark Burton in another deuce decider.

Burton was also thwarted 11-9 by Gargett, before Whitwham clinched the match win as he denied Young in the final set.

East Boldon Amigos nestled in to a challenging position after an 8-2 success at West B.

Jamie Collins’ three included an 11-9 decider against Mario Hadjinicola. David Byers and Jordan Dove registered a brace apiece but both were undone in further five-end tussles by a fighting Hadjinicola.

In a mid-table clash, Brandon Crusaders’ Tony Taylor notched a double, but Istvan Soos produced a solid show to help visiting St Gabriel’s D to a 7-3 win.


In Division One, Sacriston Aces slipped into trouble after being demolished 10-0 by St Gabriel’s A.
In contrast, Brandon Bullets picked up a useful draw against Unionist Club A in a battle which saw five-end fortunes swing their way.

Simon Knopf pipped Mick Grimes 11-9, and Jack Jacomb took Ian Stewart 12-10. Stewart did manage to buck the trend by subduing Stephen Goldsmith 11-6, but Goldsmith finished off by retrieving a 2-0 deficit to beat Dave Cutler 13-11.

Elsewhere, a Keith Weatherby treble helped St Chads defeat Old England Nomads 7-3.


It was a profitable week for the Backspin club in Division Three as the B team leaders convincingly doused Brandon Fire 9-1. John Cook (2), Alex Nicholl (3), and Adam Butler (3) were the Backspin players on target.

It was the same score-line at Brandon as Backspin C saw off their Energy hosts.
