‘Catch us if you can’ is the message resonating from the two teams leading the Sunderland League Division Three promotion pack.
Backspin B were tested by Sacriston Scorpions as Paul Salkeld (2), Stephen Verde, and Oliver Wilkinson struck for the home team. But, Backspin scraped home 6-4 with a maximum from Alex Nicholl (3) and a pivotal set from Francis Guthrie who edged past Wilkinson 12-10, 11-7 in the final two ends of their encounter. 
East Boldon Bandits remain in second spot after a solid 8-2 success at St Gabriel’s E. Once again Gabriel’s Joseph Miller proved a tough competitor, overcoming Adam Allsopp 11-8 in the fifth and Jeff Hope in straight games. Nevertheless, Hope and Allsopp scored doubles and Ryan Campbell went one better, including a close contest with Miller that saw all four ends settled by the smallest margin.

Elsewhere, Backspin C notched a 6-4 win over Redby C courtesy of two sets apiece from Lyndsey Irving, Debbie Irwin, and Martyn Parry.

None, however, could halt Istvan Franko’s winning run as he grabbed another treble.

Brandon Fire won 8-2 at Lanchester Eagles B with sets from Stephen Maddison (3), John Parkin (3), and Bill Maclennan. The home side’s Neil Forster and James Barker salvaged the consolation points.

There was another impressive win for East Boldon Cowboys, this time 7-3 over Brandon Devils, with Duri An (2), Ethan Brown (3), and Sophie Richardson (2) on target.


Leaders Thompsons received a boost in their bid to retain the Division One title as chasing Brandon Air were restricted to a 7-3 win by a battling St Gabriel’s A team.
There was no quarter given from the outset as Tony Gelder and Lee Tinkler traded ends decided at deuce before Gelder acquired some breathing space to take the decider 11-5.

Tinkler was again denied in a five-end tussle by George Gibson who also beat Troy Maddison.

Air’s Jamie Lupton provided the foundation for victory with an impressive hat-trick, and Maddison recovered from his early loss to defeat Gelder in four ends before finishing with an 11-7 last-end win over Norman Pescod.

Thompsons showed no mercy, taking full advantage of Brandon’s dropped sets as Peter Smallcombe, Max Duffin, and Allan Thompson travelled to lowly Old England Nomads and completed a 10-0 mauling.

Fighting to avoid the drop, Sacriston Aces went down 6-4 at Unionist Club. Although Duncan Fraser nicked a close final end against Mick Grimes, two more five-enders did not go Aces’ way as Dave Cutler beat Jonathan Mawson 11-5 before completing his hat-trick by overpowering Fraser by the same score.

In Division Two, there was nothing to separate the teams in a keenly-contested battle of the basement between Silksworth IM B and West CA C.

The tone was set from the opening tussle as Nigel Tree and Mick Redfearn spiralled into a frenzy of deuce ends before Tree took the decider 12-10.

Michael Hepworth’s win over Jeff McKenna was crucial as it meant that on-form Alan Whitwham’s 11-8 win over Tree at the death earned West a 5-5 draw.
